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pillings 1

I'm Hatharine Hart 2illings. [ was barn 1n 1899 on the

shores of lLake (ntaric in the little white house at the
end of the Sawver fdead. My parents had [our years bhefore

maved there as bride and groom on an 100 acre farm that

had previously been owned by the anderson Family who were
y ;

the ones who had taken it from the tolland [and Company

and had clesred the land,

['we gaid there wes a 160 acres in that farm. My father
would be horrified to sers that now the whole shore is lined
with cecttages, many which have been made into year around
homes. Because the land was settled by the hndersons that
lLittle promontory jutting oui intd Lake Gntario was known

as anderson's Foint. M'oday it is ralled Brighton Beach
b )

which has nc local significance whatever.

At that time the road to Polint Dreceze was a one lane road

of cobblestcnes as 1 remembered in my early child-hood.

I should not say cobblestones but probably lake stones.

And I can remember the sound of the horse's hoofs as they
sometimes slipped on those shoes.

Later on it was where 1 learned to drive the family auto-
mobile. Father would drive as far as Point Breege and get
the car headéed east and then he wouldd say: "Do you want to
drive 7"  ~And 1 was about 12 years old at that time. There

were no such things as driver's licenses. 2aAnd it just might

be af interest to know that when such a law went into

effect a person had to take an oath that he or she had

driven 1000 miles in order to be given that driver's licence.
Father wouldn't help me to think how many miles I had driven

and it took the hushand of a friend to say: “"when did you

last drive into Hochester - Well now many miles 1s it
How many times have you done it in the last btwo or three
months 2"  fnd then I realized what a simple thing and an
honest thing itk would e Lo =ay that T had driven much

more than my 1000 miles.
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oing back to the farm, we lived there until 1 was 5 years
old. My mother's father had died and a little money came

to her and she was able té buy a home in Alblon. Her health

was rather “delicate at that time and it seemed best that
she get away from the hard work of the farmy, Because in
nge days a farmer's wife had to feed all the help on the
m. Tf threshers came they were there for breakfast, a
erew of # to 12, ‘hew were there for their noon-day dinner
and sometimes working into the evening, had to be given
their third meal of the day. 2nd for a village girl wiio
had never eooked for such numbers 1t was quite a propesition.
snd 80 when 1@ was 5 years old we moved into Albien, having
bought a home on Fast Avenue where my parents lived for
the rest of their lives. And it was in 1962 that I was
ahle to sell that home and move into the present apartment
where 1 am now living. 1 believe 1 «did not say that I was
horn in = —=— — © did say I was born in 1899.

nnd I graduated, always went to scheol in the Albion Fublic

Sehools. iad I liwved on the farm one more year I would have
hat to go Lo the sural School at the corner of the Lake

“sad and the lent roasd which now has been turned into a
private dwelling home.

Jo nad nothing but horses in those days in those days to

1ot us back and forth and it was prackically a day's trip

to come the ten miles into Albion to do the family marketing

ar shopping and get back te the farm. UL course there were
grocery storaes that as a part nf their regular routine had

a cart, horse drawn of course, that came from - = = down

the road from farm house to farm house. /And when they

spened up the cart there was a miniature gracery store

inside and all the staples the farmer's wilfe might need

were right there. un another day in the woek a meat man

might come through with his assortnent of meat Xept in - -
5o there were ways of getting food withoul coming to
EOWN .

From our farm 1t was not too long a Iriwve agver bto Kent

—
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where there was a ‘Seneral Store. &nd Kent, by the way 1

think, was still called East Carlton at that time. The

other store that 1 remember more clearly was Samber's at

The Bridges where !Jarby's Grocery Store is today. That has

been for my whole life-time a grocery store of one kind or
another. And at that time there was alsc a meat market on
the other side of the roarl where | believe there's a boat
livery Nowa.

g T said, when I was 5 we moved into Albion. We came
garly in April, The roads were very muddy. My Tather was

getting ready for an auction on the farm and so he hired

what was known as a hack to come out from Albion to bring

my mother, our hired girl - - maid or servant you'd call

her today, and mysell into town.

Wow a hack was a double secated conveyance,all enclosed,
with the driver sitting outside. It was usually used for
weddings and funerals #0 we must have made guite a sight
Ariving the ten miles into town that day. It was my first
experience of driving and riding backwards and all enclosed
in By the time [ get to Albion [ have experienced my [irst
bit of car sickness. wmething that | have had with me
upon ocoasion all the rest of my life.

In Albion I was very fortunate to have a neighborhood

with & number of children so that 1 grew up vwith the

wBrooks kide; Mrs. VYelma Miller is the only one livin
b, o

lacally today. trird T had Dr. Sutton as a next door
&

neighbor wikth a son five years younger than T am and
really he became my little brother or kid-brother and we
5till have a contact Loday.

4s 1 said, 1 graduated from Albion High School and went on

to study at Vassar College where 1 stayed three years and

then,because of a health problem,was at home a bit. In time

1 graduated from Brockport, which was then a Normal School,

not a part of the State University as it is today . 2nd with
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that background went to teach on Leng island, From there

commated into Mew York and finally obtained a Sachelors's
Jegree of Scienece Trom Teacher's Oollege, Columbia

University and & few vears lator eoxtended my
¥ ¥ Y

training to

include a Master's Degree from that =same school.,
Like so many people who were young at the time of the Great

Deprassion, arcund 1929 ami 30, 1 was gaught in it and lost

my Jjok, which was then in a private scheol in Yonkers, and

care home whera T gtayed for asboul Lthree years. Partly fron

Bealth, partly Dbecause 1 didn't have & job and eventually
Lock employment with the Albion fublic dchool system where
I spent the rest of my active teaching years.

i

You lave asked abowt my back-ground. on sach side of the
————————————
= _—I_#q 4
family T am a third generation to be born in Orleans County.

My mother's family, the Hart Pamily, came first. Her grand-

tather, Joseph Hart and his wife,lLucy Hirtland Hart, came into
this area. lLe coping first in the fall of 1811 and again
bringing his family in the spring of 1812. At that time, if
I have figured correctly, He had five childrens Four sons
and one daughter, who came with them. e had been born in
Connecticut, had brought his bride up the Hudson River to
probably Catskill and they had gone inland toe Durham in
Greene County where they stayed a short time - = some of

the children ware born there - - and then they moved into
Seneca County in the area of what is now Sanesca Castle.

and aceording to a letter written by his father-in-law he
should have stayed there. Out apparently he thought he

must get more land as an inheritancs for these four sons

and so 1n time he came on into Urleans County and bought

the tract of lan:d Lhalk would extend from what is now Fain
strect to Tlarendon Roadl, from Zast Avenue almost ap to

bhe presant -ay Provision Plant on thoe cast side of Houte 94.
defore hisg death he Jdivided that farm, giving the north 100
acres to his twe oldest sons, villiam and @lizur, and at

his death willed the reslk of the farm, | believe 1t was
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amout 128 acres, bto his widow and the son, Joseph, who

was next to the youngest of the chilriren, who became the
farmer aned in time was my grandfather. He married a Hirl
from what is now East Lee lovad who's name was Harriet Cole.
She was young, guite a bit younger than he. She was a
rural school teacher and they in time had five daughters:

my mother being the youngest ol the five,

Er—— e

(f Joseph's children, the eldest, dilliam always kept tho

Farm and in Eime willed it to his son, John Hart. s |
don't know whether it was wWilliam or John who built the
hrick house on the east side of our lMain Street which i=

now the home of the lawyer, John Russelli. Elizur sold

his half of his inheritance to his Hrother, William, and he
invested his money in loans to local farmers and in time
became. a banker. [+ was =lizur, who at his death, left

money to help build the present Fresbyterian Church in

plbion. His family is now all gone from Albion.

My grandfather and grandmother are represented by two
wvounyg matrons who live at Lakeside and myself.

"he other two boys who came here as youngsters, John died
e a bachelor, denjamin went back into liew iEngland to get
3 medical education and finally settled in Alton, Tllinois
wharn he becane a doctor. He died before his father died
apparently his health had Decone pool aritd he had stopped
in Michigan to see his siaters and supposedily was on his

i
U

way to the sca-shore LGH i health when he i@l in Adrian,
lichigan.

The youngest noy, Samuel, went £o rian, Michigan in time

whora his three sisters all lived as married women. ancd he

in Lime, bocanme @ druggitst and one of the autstanding

r
Buginessmon ol LS, feobirgana
e i . N N b .y £ oy 5 i T 1 !_ B | a g »
-.!fﬂrt-_ ety PR HERTE S L i | L L] WROT A CIT) k s wid
reclysn - - — Dot h i not care for the soeclial ambibties
el He was Just & homs=pody. f his | Lve daughters, one

warried and went to Qlarendon to live. e eldest Jied
here in Albion. mel the other twoe, one died here, the

other died in florida. nd my mothor lived until 1962
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and died at the age of almost 92 years of age.

on the Dillings side of the family. My great-great grand-

fsther tived in Chenango County and came up here in 1818
and bought land on both sides of the ldge mad. nouagh
to set his Uliree sonsg up LN [arming. They woere Timobthy,
Joseph and Lauren Dillings.. rimothy built the brick

house which today is owned and lived in by Ralph Poelma.
B ichioseid

raursn built a cobblestone house on the north side of

the Ridgs. 1t would he somewhere at the -~ - across from

vf the Lattin Road and Ridge: Road. My

o

the inter=secition

great-grandfather had the middle section along Marsh Creek
and he lived Ffirst, I believe, on the north side of the
idge Road where he had a saw mill and later built his
home on the south side of the Ridge, on the bank of Marsh

L

freck., He married Charlotte Jrake, who's father had come

1 1-

a bit earlier as a miller and had set up a mill on Gak
Orenard Creel west of Gaines.

sa on both sides of the family T am from the garly stock

af this area.

t've seen a goosd many changes in my life-time.

e —

romember our First automobile very well. 1t was a (lase

car. 'The Casce Company made farm machinery. My father's
hest friend was a dealer in that brand of machineries, so
my father felt obligated to buy his first car from Horatio

awartz who also lived -down on the Ridge. 1t never operated
very well from the beginning and 1 think all of my father's
training as a driver took place in the First hour he owned
the car. 1 L remember Jdistinetly his coming into the

Wi 2 =

house and saving o my mobhet s ittie may I take you

for a ride if you're not afrald nd then the question
came up of whers stould they go. lecausa Mother was
willing to take the chance anil her reply was: Might we
ge to Millville 7% {'ve heard of it all my life and 1
have hever heen to Millvillel" nd so T think of it
every time I drive through that little hamlet. That one

ecould live in 2lbion te be 40 years old and never have




jotten that far from home. TIn time the Cage car was
traded in or we had Duicks for some time and then my
father and 1 decided we liked a hevrolet and for Mm&Iy
years we drove one type of Chevrolot or ancther. and
although T am now 50 years of age 1 am still driwving an

automobiles,

That is one change. OF course the roads are another great
i

change. L remember when Fast and West Avenue wetre just
dirt streets as were all the other straeets in the village.
And when the first improvement in hard surface roards was
made in Albion; Albion had to have them of brick. Main
street was brick paved and so was Last and West Rhwvenue,
And  of course we have found problems with them and Long

ago they were concreted over and macadamized and so on.

But another thing that might be of interest. My mother's

home was the home on South Main sHStreet now owned and lived

in by Dr. Antoine Nassar. We don't think of 1t as up a

hill but you will have to stop and think that the lawns
on either side at that point are cut down to the street
level. And in the beginning the road went over the top

of that rise and that was known as "Hart"s Hill". 2nd vou

would hear many peoale say: "Well I'm guing up on the Hill."

something that we would never think of today. ‘lhe 1 saw
Lt cut down and wcut down agaih in my life-time. At least

three times T have =cen it lowercd to its present level.

There is a big Ulack Walrut tree near the entrance of the
Hassar drivo. hat tree has been there as long T have any

MEemoTY .

another thing that is a great change is the way of Caring

for lawns, eCpie nad lawn mowers, land propael led, as

long as 1 can remembier but on a lavge lawn such as my

grandmother had there on South Main treet a scythe was
used a couple of times a year anrd thet was all that was
cone to that lawm. 7nd now with the riding-powered lawn

mewakr, think of the beautirful Spacaz and expanses of 1awn
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oss time than prohably it was done with a

we have done in

hand scythe when 1 was a youngster.

snother thing this is a great change of course is in the

stores of the wvillage. fe used to have grocery stores and

meat markets and specialty storves and dry goods stores. And
of course today woe Jdon't know what a regqular grocery shore
is. TIn the country they used to have General Stores and it
iz with yreat amusoment that ! go into such a store as our
gresent Bell's store  and see them selling shoes and jackets
and things of that nature. 't seems to me that we'wve just

ahout come full arcund because they are back to the Ceneral

store again and perhaps they don't think of it that way but

that's the way T look at 1it.

in my long life 1 have experienced world War I. T was ol

enough at that time, still a high school student: but I
remember my neighbor boys going to War. 2and that was when

=y

[ learned to knit. I promised to knit socks for one of the

boys and 1 did and ! have been knitting them ever since.

Then I lived Lhrough world war IT and sent my own pupils

off to War at that time. vnd then T have experienced the

orean War and more recently, in a very detached way, the

War in Vietnam.

also expericnced, ag 1 menbioned earlier, the Sreat
e ————————

pepression. oand when 1 hear people talking about hawving

to cut back today, 7'm wondering if the present generation
will ever have the courage to face what we went through at

that particular time. (ne of the btwe banks in f1lbion failed.

had lost my jol n Yonkers and 86 1 took what savings ]
had and at that bime went bto do my Saster's at 'Peach Ay s
follege. COne morning a friend called and said: "Do you
know anyihing aboal blu Vitizents Dank I Albiaon. 2 rd
I =aid: "¥Yes, why " tnd he saidds "t closed it's doors,
according to the Hew Times taday.” nid I said: "well




then [ won't stay for my second semester. lecause all the

money I had gaved and wasg using for that year was in two
banks. Cne was in vYonkers and one here at the Citizen's
lational Bank in Albion. I felt that the Albion bank in

-1

the day of many bank failures and foreclosures was much
safor than the one in Yonkers so I had spent my Yonkers
money during my first semester and was saving the Albion
woney for the second semester. [ went to the college
sffices and said: "1 shall have to change my plans and 1
will leave in about two weeks at the end of the semester."
nd they of course asked "why 2". nid 1t was explained and
they said: "Ch, and we have made all the student loans we
" e

have money to make. ind T osaild: "wWell T didn't want to

et into debb," because I knew that this bank failure had

atfected my family financially back in alkion. But T was

told to "sit tight" and presently [ was told that my
Eurttion would be forwarded to me and T made a few alternations
i - |

L myr - Lifa, y board and room was paid for and so 1 stayed

wn’ ane Tinished my work For my Masted legrea. Put came

1 .

lome without a job because at that time teaching jobs were
like hen's teeth, Lhey just didn't exsist. That is new
ones. And there was no expanding field. BPBut eventually
was abhle to save a little money here and there and was
able to repay my loan and then was offered a job in Albion

which I took with great gratitude.

When I first came into the Albion school system for five

yvearse T taught sixth grade. And at that time it = = = ths
sixth grade was in what is the gray stone building that is
now been -abandoned as= a part of our school system. 1 helieve
the school offices are there and other specialty classes
gtill exsist up therc.

e T moved inke what i now the Middle gchool and most of

- e I T ST = . P | W e - i i i s o ‘ol - g 2 SR
L Was With Junio: N elghnchy grades youngsters for the

rest of that time.



ut when came back here the villages was still feeling

the affects of the Oepression. vy salary was $600.00

less than 1T ha wad in the last teaching pogition T hadl
ard. nd on top ¢f that, L had to accept,along with all
rembers of the school faculty, a 4% cut because the village

nob have the money encugh to even pay the $1400.00 they

imes have changad a great deal and when 1 hear my teaching

Frien |.- crd Corlay a1l -'}_.‘.'_\i_il .:'?t.t ;.'I t r-.“:.-.'. I | a-: aoa

The Swan Lilvsary was Townded s U000,
throueh o bequest of $30,000 Trom o towns
man, Me, William (5, Swan, nter soagimae kel
Ly S 10,000 Tram Mres, Swan, L oveupies o
contrally located building which was form
erly the vegidenee of Mre, Roswell Bureows,

The libenry praper, locatiad on the fiest
Moo, comprises o large reading room anal
children®s room, 1 stack room, & small study
room, amd entrance hall.  Beginning with
000 volumes, o conzolidation of older town
sl village libearies, it now (1924 has a
wiell-balaneed collection of 15,5300 volumes,
amdl large files of magazines, Sixty current
periodicnl= are taken, Two librarians com-
posing the staff car- for the <chool neds
as well as the peneral public. The il

o in AR was Ok LR
Thie secomld =tory has well cgquipped club

The Swan Likrary, Albion, T4 Y,

Forres, el s i eonstant wEe s R commn-
iy venlbar,
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ell let's start with my grandparent's home on sSouth Main

treat, the present Nassar houss, ‘randfather died when I

ave alimost mnnerry of himg hat

douse. was Lthen just as it is now except that it was ny

1wz {ront veranda was added. 1t
was simply an entrance with steps Lhat went up te the front
door when [ was vwery small. It was ‘randmolher who planted

the trees around Lh wuse 1n the vard. Lt must have beson

rather bDarren in my sarly child=hood. Across the street

from that is the low two sto ry Federalist type brieck home
that was built by ‘benezer ogers or his son and was in
the fogers family when T first remember the house. There

were very few houses: they were scattered down Main Street.

The one I remsmber that is now, 1 believe, Dr. Fernandegz
home was very different at that time. It was brick, it had
a bay window in front and it was inhabited by a Mr. and pirs.
Fobert Stout. They were both poetically minded and Rosa

1

atout tad her poemns published

iy pPrivately I'm sure. They were
agvout Fethodists and my recellection is their going down
ain Street, walking of course, hand in hand, arm in arn

to attenc servicoos in thas lethodist Church,

ielow them was a long, low-or soi it ‘secems to me brick house,
paintad a ver laric, drab gray which az my mother spoke of

ik, was the Pielf houso, EE had besn bhuilt bv a Norman

d

teld who had operat a marble works here in town and sold

2} LeTY Mariers an Nings of kind, That has been

ey v ! L. PP - LTI, o, T S E = ¥ 2 e e, | : = —— it b
ol sool | the roo Ly ol CrlcTi e A Lreal leal 4arnda 18 at }..-’I."?.'M_“T.\.,
L 5 r"'::: 1 [F R ki E (el | S L | -

Urray Dailey home. i b which ha on transformad
Lo pificos wa alwa [ Ty e Lon o 1t was




Station. Mhat was a very sguare,
el LA 1

nexMt housno I remembper, really, is the brick house

which was on the cormer where there L2 now a pobil

brick house with

i
& narrow, small antrance and in my chaild-haod the north
side of the liouse was completely coverad with ivy and
the sparrows loved it. nd =zo the man who lived there
bambhoo fishing poles which he would usge
to swat against tho side of the house to scare the birds

away. And it was one of my child=-hood delights to watch
i1t do it anrd to see the birds, the gquantity of birds
that would fFlyv oul from that.

"

scrogs the strect was a very aolaborate home which had

4

boen buailt by Mr. Swan and 1 believe an etcohed door from

—

that house iz 2till in the Swan Library which was a

beguest by his will to the Village of Albion.

south of that there were {wo cobther houses that were always

there, wooden homes, in fact there were three. One was
painted a chocolate brown, one was painted a vellow and

the third one, going up the street, which was probably

the next house teo the lHart home that I mentioned earlier:

that nome that white house in my child-hood was inhabited

by a bachelor and his sister and he was very eccentric,
@ was thin, he was fqreyv, he had a beard, a wvhite beard
ailtedl Lo me he was samehhing ol a ghost bogauvao bhe never
spoks to anvone and ha just sort of glided along the
streets. It was really gulte interesting o me.

On the north east corner of lain and Gast Avenus there

was a chocolatey bhrown - - obhh two story

home which at
that time was occupied by the Superintendent of sSchools

ant hyvs family, lir. Willis Carmer.

of that was 12 hongse that many of s remember, =

._:_'|' e N B Y i 4 v I o Vs i 211 i !_; '-.I Lhi _“.'.-||.,._':_."|'__.r‘
Family and wiiich in ts | ast lays was lLnown as paple

Menor and a vory nid ywwer-night home for travelers
e ¥ -

coming through this area. Me predeceossor of the medern
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child=hood on the north wast corner

treet there was a wacant lot. And
years old, somewhere in that neighborhood,
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T v known at Lat Pratrning o] . e e &l so
Was respon le far e astablishment of one of the
Wapspers. OEf hand T can not give you that

SUppOSa a saloon along the

WHILE WAs
¢ 1_..r1r-.l'_,.\lh_- 1Tt

canal bank heard a young lad, an Irish boy of f ¢one of the
canal boats going through sing, realized he had a very
beautiful wvoic: 1 Was e sl or putting Charles
Chauncey Clcott on the sta anrd Lng him a chance at
his long car g an Irish tenol st in this country.
day — - he had this children, two daughters and a sorn.
I 8 WErOng 11 Say 3 that. « L3 Hart had two sons
and three daushters. e daughnters all married and nioved
away from here, ne two sons continued in albion and in
[ child-hood the younger son cwned the house ofi the south
2st corner of in and Bast Avenus and the older son,
sarles E. Bart, 1 >d 1n this almost mansion. In the
inning it ha low stone wall along the street. Tt

fa v very beaulliful fountain in the front yard: a little

boy and girl under an umbrella. It was really a beautiful

thing and most unusual. hiare was iy carriage house in

£ Dack yal than ind the whole property ran through to
Derty Strast, ry can't quite picture it now or know

wity but 1 know that there was a low wind-mill in that back
e in my aarly child-hoodl,

And then of Sb -2 moaget down to the Park Street corners

and T beliowv

father had con
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the
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success
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rullman
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in 1695% thad Georgae Fullman, whose

as a cabinet maker, came back from
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noaw e

ilding sleeping cars in Chicago and built
h as a memorial to his parents. If vou
would hbe wise t into the entrance
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Tillage &Ff nlbion came about in 1824 he and his wife

removed their 2lleclance From

arre Center and wers among

the founders of thy

xrian Church in Albion.

¥ Srancdmother Hart felt that her daughters, the grand-children

of these Prasbytaerians, should bhe brought up in the

Frosbyhterian faith. i &t that time bhe (Inivearsalist
hureh in Childs saldom had a pagtor so she Pook her
laughters to the 2lbion Presbyterian church and brought
them into the fold of that ohurch. Hut vwihen the Pfullman
el

hurch wasg arganized in .‘wiuw srandmother was one of the

orjanizing group in that church. 2nd on the day of its

edication which was 3lst of January 1595, the day that my
pRronts wero married, it wag said that she spent the day
at the dedicatory services of the church and then came
Back to her home where there was a J c'clock Formal wedding
fiat ewvening. An? many of the people had a good laugh

¥ e e,
about that, hecause of her being able to accomplish both
i the saive Jay. iranomother Hart was the first chairman

of ‘the Soard of Yrasteas at the Pullman “hurech.

cross from the Mallman Church, one of our fine architects

in this area had built the briek house which is today the

Hectory for St. Joseph's Church. snrl then coming north

into the block across from the Court IHouse Sguare we have
the little dpiscopal tChurch in our history was founded

arnd wag the first

'rasbyterian Church in the village. and
in 1846 when the | rosbyterians had out grown it and the
‘piscopalians had bought a lot on the north side of Rast
state Street but had no money with which to bhuild a
building. & swap was made, the Presbyterians taking over

the bhuilding site and the tsrapalians having a church.
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and wag a rreal churei. [T you oo inside now: or rathes



tnd when 1L was noe laonder used as e ehirch a fleoor was

put 1o half way across those windows making it a two story

L 31T L bhelisaye there was alwavys ent kitchen
BNG Glning room 1n the early days, iMmose have beon moved

now: to the ground floor.

Me building which is now the Swan Lisrary was the home of

one of the burrows family, the esarly bBurrows who ecame into
this commuonity.

wnd on the south west corner of State and Main there was
another brick house, always painted vellow as I remember
a Mr. Burrell

it, which had belonged to a druggls

£,
whdse daughter was Feziah. #nd it was the first time I

ever met that name and it intrioued me as a youngster.

0oing north the naptists had had a church. Meir first

chiirel was north af tho rrows honme: it 2k had Bbeoen
razed before T oan yemembor it and the present Baptist
ificde nad been huilt.
bt there was a low brick house & bit farther north, south
of what is now the Cooper home, and in front of that was a
little brick Greek Rewvival type building which had been a
lawyar's office. T remember it as a milliner's shop.
eross from that there was a long, low two story white
wooden building which was a hotel in my earliest child-
0d days.
Be village itsell, the buildings, are very much as 1

rememider then. it when you get bto the canal bridge T

ramember dizstinctly when the canal was widened the last

time and the present Lift Bridge was

installed. Refore

that we had ha'd 2 narrow two lane bridge in the middle of

which thers was o strange iron ball and when the bridge

resderd to be opened, 1t was not rals bt was turned or

ag the expression was Swing" .  Therse was a man who swung

the bridge and he camne out with a heavy wooden stick that

Had a metasl on the end of L that {itted into this hball
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srandparentes Dillings came in, left he farm, about 19
and came into the village and bercause Srandlfather had
always driven by way of Caroline Street in Ais horse and
Buggy and he was a dally visitor in the village they
hought the old house on the north east ¢orner of Caroline
and Tngersol]l Street. 1 had been, heliove, a two
family house, it is today a two family house but my
jrandparents occupided it as one family. 2And 1t was there
Ehat my grandfather died in 1913 and Grandmother continuaed
to live there until the early 1930s. ler only danghter
lived in Indianapelis, Indisna and Srandmother used to SO
there and spend har winters with my aunt. "nd then for

the wvery last years it

Loo mueh for her ko go back
gnd forth, spring and £211, and so she continued to live
in Indianapolis until 1939 when she passed away in June,
naving survived her daughtoer by three years. OSrandmother
was duproaching her 84th birthoday had she bheen able to

tve until the September following her death.

srandfather, ©of course had been a Farmer all hisg life on

the Ridge. 2 had been one of the first to go into fruit

Fhad one of the first peach orchards T remembar. ind

goms Lo The Julcléost and mest delicious peaches T ewvaer
L CeRITH Gl £l |, B

od that raminds ma of ancther storvy. 'y father used to

bell me about the Ll ;:]'.J.'- 2acl); < white .l_:g-EEf:lj. And he

Ba f‘“m' el AT 1a4 OIneE across Laqsae tntario £ § i1 -:an'\:l'-:laf
someone who was escaging the law and had beached someowhere

gt the end of the Hent liocad. Had walked up with these

t, that's what he'd had to eat
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SIOF THREE - Tape two, Side One

1t has been said that our roads and streets have
changed a bit and that has set me to thinking.
When I was a youngster there wasn't a paved street

in the Village of nlbion.

The Lift Bridge at Main Street over the canal hadn't
yet been built. ‘There has been a new high bridge on
Brown Street put in perhaps 50 - 55 years ago. But
back at Main Street 1t used to be that we had what

was called a sSwing Dridge. 'That meant that it was a

two lane bridge with a funny round iron knob about in
the middle of it and when a boat approached, and the
canal boats were then pulled by mules and the tow-path
was in use, the bridgeman came out and di what we
called "sSwing the Bridge". He brought a long pole
with some sort of an iron on the end of it that
fitted into the iron in the center of the bridge

and then he walked round and round until the bridge
had turned to be parallel with the canal. aAnd the
boats at that time had to be narrow enough that they
would go either one side or the other side of the

bridge as it was there in the middle of things.

Aand that made me think too that as a youngster we
never went to llatavia the way we do today, following
93 as it is. sSome of you have heard the expression

0ld 98, I'm sure, or the Cak Crchard Recad, which it

is7 and south of Barre Center the road branches to
the left as well as the road that goes straight ahead
and it was always the left fork that we took at that
point. It seems round-about to us today but it is a
higher rocad than the present 98 and therefore they

followed the old Indian Trail. 2~and the land where we
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now have pMuck Land along Route 98 was swamp and

heavily forested., It wasn't until I was perhaps
15 - 18 years old that a New York company came in,

built barracks over on 0ld 98 and started in - — —

they bought up that land and started in the draining

and clearing of that swampy area. And anyone who's

driven through knows that there are drainage ditches
through there. Those were all made by that company

and then the road was dried out encugh so that everyone
began to go straight ahead through Barre and on beyond
to Elba and so to Batavia.

And of course what we call Quaker Hill now is greatly
cut down. Before I can remember it I'm sure the road
went over the top of that hill without any gouging
down in as it is today. And of course 98, the 0ld
98, was the Indian Trail which these first settlers

(e S —

into thisg area followed when they came to Batavia

first to stake ocut a claim for land, then came over
to their land and they were following the trail that
the Indians had used when they came in the spring to
fish at the mouth of Oak Orchard Creek.

And that isn't the road that we know today either
because their road wound around hitting high spots,
wound around through Gaines and on down past the left
fork of the road or turn that would take you into
Waterport and going straight on you Finally make a
turn to the left onto what is known as Park Avenue.
But if you went straight ahead across the field you
can still see remains of something of a dug-out road
at one time and that was the "Fording Place" in Oak
Urchard Creek and everybody drove or rode their horses

Ehrough without need of a bridge at that time.

Then coming back into Albion. As 1 said before they

were all dirt streets. I am old enough to remember

when East and West Avenue and all of Main Street was

paved for the first time and it was paved with brick.

That was the hard surface that was put on and it was
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da slow tedious job of seeing that done and it was not
very practical because the bricks gave way and it had
been a highly expensive thing.

Going back up South Main sStreet. I1f you stop and think
there is the large brick house on the left hand side of
the street going south where Dr. Antoine Nassar now lives
and the older, much older brick house of Federal design
on the right hand side. ‘'loday their lawns cut down
considerably to the level of the street. Uriginally
the road went over the top of that rise and it was the
Hart Family that lived on the left hand side, owned
that land, and that was known to the whole community

as Hart's Hill. And people went up on: the hill to see
Mr. Hart.

Lt was said at the time they put in the brick pavement
that in digging down and widening the road they found
remains of an old hellowed-out logs which had been the

first surface water ditches of that area. The first

sewage system, you might say, in the Village of Albion.

And when it comes to side-walks. I'm s0 old that T can

remember that there were a few around the Court House

square and i1n other parts of the village that were slabs

of sand-stone which were used for side-walks. But aside

from that they were wooden side-walks here in the village
and that meant that there was - - - well it's like a
railroad, there were heavy boards on either side and
cross-boards, with a bit of space in between for the
Water to run down through to dry them out. And they

were wonderful for women to wheel their baby carriages
gver. In fact there was one on tast Avenue for a

number of years that one woman with an Lrglish
perambulator always brought her children because

she didn't have to jiggle the carriage. That way

the baby got all the jouncing it needed. and I




learned to roller skate on Platt Street where there was

a wooden side-walk and one day 1 became guite daring and

thought T could go to the railroad track. BAnd I got up
a little bit too much steam and went a bit too fast and
then when I came to the railrocad ties and rails 1
collapsed on the track and it really rather frightened
me because 1 thought there might have been a train
coming. There were no signals at Flatt Street at that
time,

rnd perhaps that's another thing. That the railroad

crossings on Main Street and at Clinton Street, we had

to have a flag-man 24 hours a day. And there were little

round or square houses where they might seek refuge out
of the cold or the wind when they were not busy flagging
down the passengers to let the trains go through.

ind of course there were many more trains in that time.
Albion had about six trains a day each way. And so it
was nice to get the 7:20 or the 9:10 or the 11:20 or
the 12:20 and so on through the day in to Hochester.
2nd you could come back egually comfortably at the

hour you were to choose.

It wasn't until perhaps 1215 that an Englishman, John
foyles, - - going back to side-walks - - brought his

art of laying concrete walks into the village. And

today some of the walks that are standing up the best
and have shown the least wear and tear have his name
stamped in the corner of a block. Ferhaps at one end,
perhaps at each end of the side-walk.

And people used to spend their afternoons, Sunday

afternoon especially, strolling. 2nd so at village

expense a concrete side-walk was built all the way
from the edge of the village to Mt. Albion. And as
a child living on pkast Avenue I was very much
accustomed to seeing whole families stroll by and

we always knew that they were taking a walk to the

cemetery which was guite the proper thing to do at

e e




that time,

That walk ig completely wiped out ip places now, In
fact Probably half of the walk ig gone. and People
wonder why in the world it Was ever placed there but

FEi really served 5 vVery important need for its day,

In other Parts of the vwil Lage side-walks were Layed

and every 1and owner had to prowvide the walk in front

of his own home and keep it shoveled in the winter Eime
and his 1awn mowed in the summer time and expected to
SWweep that side-walk once N a while so that it was kept

in guite respectaple condition,

Ferhaps I should have said when 71 wWas talking about
the Tndian Trail coming - - the tirst road of the
Settlers that in low spots farmers oy anyone who
Wished could Put logs in the road to build it up.
It came to be called g Log Road or gz Plank Road,

And they had the right to PUt a Toll Booth at one

end and collect 4 small toll for the Privilege of
driving over this road ang not taking the chance of
having their wagon wheels mired Ln quicksand or in
soft mud,
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Lde Two

L

S1 0 FOUuR - Mape ''wo,

When it comes to the early schools in the Village of

Albion, of course there were nothing but grade schools.
No high schools because they were not demanded by the
public.

The very first school was - - - the old people of New

tnglamd would have called a "Dame School" because it was

Kept by a woman in her own home and she could watch over
these children as she was doing her housework.

In time Albion had four schocls. There was one built
—

of sand-stone on Dailey Avenue which we know as West
Avenue today and that still stands on the north side
of the street almost across from the mes Plaza.

Another was on the corner of Clarendon and Rast State

Streat and the last ! knew there was still a Mill Stone
set back in the yard of the house there that marked the
spot where that school used to be,
Of course they were one-room schools and all facilities
were outside for many, many years.

There was a third school down on Carcline Street, some-

vwhere east of Ingersoll Street.

hen in time the brick building at the south west corner

ol Platt and rark Street was built and that became a
school where children were gathered from two or three
of these districts. &and by that time high school
education or higher education had come into vague but
it was still privately controlled.

and there was what was known as a Boy's Academy which

today 1s the site of the Gffice Bullding of our Public
School system between fast and west Academy Street.

That building was built the first year | entered school
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in Albion. And the school children - - - by that time

of course it had become the old building that the present
gray stone structure followed was a brick building and
that had been the boy's Academy which in time was taken
over by the Village of Albion when high school public
education became mandatory.

For the girls there had been Phipps Seminary, a privately

owned girl's school, on what is now the Court House
Sguare and that building,er school rather, attracted
girls from as far away as Alabama and Georgia and some
from the Mid-West came here. It was both a Boarding
and a Day schoel and because their boarding facilities
were rather limited some of the girls lived in private
homes. Boarded in private homes here in the village.
And then there was another woman who maintained in her
home a Day School for Girls. At the moment, not having
looked it up, I can't think of her name.

But when the High sSchool became a Public High School

then both boys and girls were accepted in the same

school.

The building where T began which is now the about to
be apandoned American Legion Building was known as the

Central Schoeol. And at the time I began school all the

children on the east side of Main 5treet went there for
the first three or [our grades.

tnd then the building that was built the year I started
school was large enough to house not only the High
School but what they called a "Preparatory Department"

of two rooms I believe, where the children who came in
from the rural country schools could sort of catch up
on what they needed and then be ready to enter High
School in one or two years. And all of the grades
from % through ¢ were held in that building or met

in that building.
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n runny thing cor perhaps 1 should say a peculiar happened.

By that time it had become mandatory for a teacher to

have a witness if there was a whipping in school. Rnd

there was one boy, when I was in the fourth grade, who
was a incorrigible or seemingly so and on one occasion
because I was over-size in every way for my age, I was
invited to take the place of the adult to be the witness
te the whipping. sicl e happenod to be my next door
neichbor and he thought it was the funniest thing. He
certainly got no help from that whipping because he was
20 amusged that the fact that T was witnessing it and 1
was s0 embarrassed 1T didn't know what to do.

The day I entered the big building between the Academy
Strects 1 had melt with another fifth grade girl and we
went over together like babes-in-the-wood and it seemed
so big and we felt so strange and we didn't see a person
we knew and we didn't know where to go and we had heard
that there was a 5A and a 5B Room. We knew there were

to ke two fifth grades. And the first person that we

recognized was the Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Carmer.
hnd so we must have rushed up to him and said: “"where is
LB " And of course we didn't know thal that was a non-
permitted expression in his life. 'There was no A and B
tifth grade ! They were just the same. 2And so he
personally escorted us to a fifth grade and the teacher
standing in the door was instructed that we were two

of her new pupils. ‘tThere wasn't a person in that room
we knew. 'they were all strange children to us and we
didn't dare say anything and so for my fifth and sixth
grades I was isolated from all the youngsters I had
grown up with through the cother grades. ihey thought

it was hilaricusly funny and I came to make very good
Eriends, life long iriends, in the new fifth grade.

But for the first week or two it was pretty hard.
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ind then our scheol, I believe I'm right in saying that

children could leave school and have working papers at

14, at that time. S0 that the achool was considerably
decreased in size when it got te the seventh grade and
so there was only one seventh grade and one eighth grade.
rnd at that time we had a very excellent and superior
eighth grade teacher. The kind of a teacher of whom
we woere all scared to death. But she could prod us
through and those of us who had special ability or
zpomed to get along a little faster than others were
permitted to take Algebra, straight Algebra at that
time, or - - and even sometimes Latin when we were in
ecighth grade to get started toward High School.

That was when 1 first came to know Miss sadie Britton,

who at this moment is still a resident of Albion.

liss Dritton graduated [rom Cornell after three and a
half years of college and came home in mid-year to

teach math in Albion #High School. 1 thought she was
one of the most beautiful people 1 had ever seen, with
her red hair and her great vivacity and wearing, as I
remember it, a very much of a swing style coat in plaids
of green and blue - - green and brown. [ can see her
walking out of the front door of that school and thinking
how beautiful she was. 'Today she's something like 87

or 68 years old but still has much of the vivacity of
her youth.

e had some other interesting teachers at that time and

it is interesting to note that Mr. Carmer had a faculty
for selecting pecple of ability. 'loday we seldom know

of one of our teachers going on to posts of responsibility
and authority in other schools but it was guite the

common thing at that time that after two or three years

his men teachers especially went on to executive posts
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of considerable ability. 2nd because I haven't been
thinking this out - - off the hat I think of Harry
Carpenter, who taught math here, who became - - - who
wrote an Slementary Text Book in Science that was used
until guite recently and may still be used in many
public schools. He went on to teach in the Rochester
School System and worked there, | believe, until his
death.

I think of another one who was there in my day. 2nother
Zcignce teacher, Iir. Courier, who went on to teach at
Fenn State. He probably 1s retired from there by now.
Another one who made his name was an Ag teacher we had,

i Dabecock, who was the founder of the present G.L.F.

ft might be interesting that there were various ways
that we could attract rural teachers - - - rural

pupils rather into our school. They could "Basket

foard" whnich meant that they brought staples like

eggs and milk, canned fruit, vegetables and lived in
& private family for the week; going home Friday
afterncon. Of course if you were lucky enough to
nave a horse and buggy you could drive in for the

day and Lhere were such things as Livery Stables,

like our parking lots today, but under cover where
people could have their horse boarded and cared for
while they were rdoing other things.

Then the pupils could come in by Trolley and then came
both from the east and from the west.

The third way was by one horse drawn bus that came in

from the Five Cornors area. ''he school that is5 now
the old - - = it's a cobblestone home just north of

Five Qorners on Houte 279,
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this is Fatharine Billings Speaking.
some 25 or more years ago, looking over old family papers,

I came upon a will dated 1839, Lt was signed by one James

Little, a name unknown to me. e contents of the will

Jive, devise and begueath
by, the imerican fnti-Slavery

Y. and the Dociety for the aducation of Pious Young Men
ol Solor, share and share alike the procesds from the =sale of

a cartain tract of land in Baton County, Michigan." 80 acres

0 be sxact. Hamer were lansing Bailey and Thomas

f. Panning, prominent Albion ecitizens of that era.
I turned to my mother, Kittie Hart Billings, asking: "who

A
was James Little 2" in substance this is the story she told.
in

nen her grandfather, Deacon Joseph llart, pioneered j

arre in 1812, along with his four sons, ranging in age from

'y he brought a black boy, James Little. ['he bhov, a

.

dlave, was given dacon [lart as part of his wifae's dc‘HrE. e
jreat-grandfather, not believing in slavery, accoepted the bo

§-

jranting him his freedom. e was brought up as a member of the

o~

art Family. Ihen the Hart boys went to school, he went too,
learning to read and write and perhaps a little hit more. Qaming

jr, he nowved to Lehigan where the three Hart daughters had

_ W, of course, Michlgan was Preos Merritory.

few years later, lother and 7 viszited her cousin, “harles
Ly 8om OL my grandfather's younger brother, ZSamuel Hart, in
Irian, Wichiwan. In a8ll the conversation about tha famil Yar 3
mentioned Jin Little and his will. cCharlos! response was: "There
was nothing to will. Le died broke and Pather paid his funeral
expenses." L didn't think of Jim Little for years. chaut Four
|rs ago a friend, hnowing my inters: L local history, showed

me a pamphlet dated 1821 and |isl Lng all the orincipals, beachers




3 Wit levated. | MLNLSCen e ., IRTe, he man

Wrote, ar nudtes ¥ o B Likt ¢ the black boy, and
how he struggled to keep up with the ol: i I fes |
was too old to have attended flbion 2cademy but at least

one of those early scholars remembersd him.
ecoently T went through a sorapbook compiled by my

randmothoy vt . Mhere, o clippin caxght my eve, undated,

i

ut bearing this caption: "t deminiscence Of Slavery". et

"En old black cclored nian, named James Littdle, arrivg
at thne home of .0, Uart,from Lansing, yesterday afterncon.

Leman 18 in the neighborhood of 100 years old
and in his child-hood was a slave of Mr. Hart's grandfather
in Tne stake of New York. later, upon his master's death,
he wag transferre:d to Mr. Hart's fathor who rnave him the

S Al privileges and education which dir. Hart and hie
brothers roceived and when he arrived at the age of 21,

flis liberty wa itven to him, together with a piece of

ind in Michigan in the wvicinity of lLansing. Mr. Hart

not sacn th ld gentleman in 50 years.

LT Jam jattl came with the Harts i 1812 and attendad

ae garly schools, @I should say that 2lbion schools have

Lwaye boen ntedgratedy d staltement which fow, if any other,

stern ' s could agree,
i"Fie L I I | Pl o | e Bt n casential
g they La v

i-----tttiv-niiii-llrlrllni¢llv!iitti-i!illluitlll-

(end of taped interview)
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This interview was conducted by Marjorie Hadzinski, Albion, N.Y.

The transcription was done by Lysbeth Hoffman, Waterport, N.Y.




