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Robert R. Brown

In addition to the Memoirs of Robert R. Brown (hand-written
by Mr. Brown and typed by Mrs. Ruth Applegate), materials
for this file were copied from files of the Orleans County
Historian (Wwilson Lattin), end from the files of the Swan
Library in Albion (especially the files of Mrs, Eleanor
Wilder).

Contained in the book Tavern Lamps Are Burninz by Carl
Carmer, pages 435 - 438, is & delightful story concerning
" the Brown family. This was written by Helen Allen. This

story is EEF contained within this file.

Helen Mecallister of Medina, N.¥Y. compiled all of the materials
in this pressentation, and had the pleasure of a hoped-to-be-
interview-preview with Mr. Brown. However, Mr. Brown elected
not to be interviewed on tape and instead wrote his Memoirs

for the Orleans GCounty Historical Association.
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The Saga of

Oak Orchard
Creek

By ARTHUR BARTLETT

JH i fmL T

vk £ Eisin oo Lkl ventures aod throughout ne
emad! woinderings e Browos haove been farmers.

Sipce THO L hey bicee owoniend ced operated the game

aores Pedide ek Orelupd Creck nese Waterport, Orleans
Caunty, Mew York, Accordiog o communiy tradition
[ by Dot bpseni :-.:;“-,-1_ foalloss, Bapesd s '|!.,:|'I?H}'|'h-. ].h_,-l"f:r-p.-l]'li':'l:lﬂl.'!
cibiers, thevond oo ordend chireboen and sutstunding
furimi Tl partacs! vt uside luss heen @ better
v L Do b 1 WIS T Ik o at, by I.JJ'I.T‘IkiIII'LE
TeL S | -‘-'-II'II:-_‘ v, :'I.|'-:H;:|_;|: Wery niiny IPGEB, E:."ITLIH'JI'
seth o mxemplified cverything that is best in life on the

AT

Ery iz worde, Coovernoy T homins L II|_J|"L=\.|:l\,.' | st Vedr
citend Bz and Mres Harey 1o Browe for membership in
Mew York'™ unioue Order of Qonpury Parmers. The pris
for tieinberstinp in this organization,

TLLEY PR UTrELise
spmngored v the Mew York Staie Agriculiure Society, i

i s onwneesshig and eperatiog of a farm by &
sinple for o cenfuary or oo Phie sligbility of the
Berovwns, by ratiey, woins phrc o cranined when Hr]rr_\,-
Brown's great-grand [ bues, Tl Hrown, puished for aut
P Whsktorn M Yok e iy apeess Durlesi oo Lashe Ontario
iy Laish, and bt a bog ecprbpey o bwrnd s analer u[:{:lﬂ.]i (drehard

waily

Leeek,

Biliinh died before be bead fordly siacted taming what
P Che ot Wooeds, Bl | wile and fAiftenn {'!Iﬂ*
redd 1= now the
nuelems af tha LDrohoeet Thiode ot Farm, one of Mew York
Sture'sfinget. Harry Peown, Blijuh 'y grest-grandson, is 82
poew, 1opracious, white-baeed b modern-minded and
petive oid pentleman o country gentloman in the bost
semse 0f that phivase which Las ey this magazine's title
Foor o maey vaars, Ve 40 veeratld son, Robert, s the go-
{ikh Tk on bl pdiace LAY 1.;:;111::[.%11, H—ll-lph e
contly turned LB fgroacgs d-prout-grandson of Elijah),

A A TR S T e AN T Livse ol muaeduesanll
el Ao e Fost s | e souree ol CLeEYEiung we L
i LTS R LY L vy Told e recently, a8 we
“he o da the
ot for peopls i

ipen caTeeed Ong dand TR Teron Loy jaa

aal On s :.|_l:.| Turide L
sk hier of everyihing
they treafk il right.

1 ey ident enons b all arownc 1 -'|.-'|_1j!'g T{l."':“t!l'-:li.'.'lln.'lﬂﬁ.
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i teowea wndd the beautiful flower

o which include over GO roses
crietier, Te could hivee been Uin

wornae of aorpe fyeoan, bat
reprosenitied] only what tle Tk will el
for tlw vl eent it right, 1oing
Lhiesr heat awereee ire Ly | s -.Lghr-- i
wredeer e Hmitate s ol thear Lamies
thvee Phroowerm wh hined Erie Preslovre bl
erented mod ball the form Ly the sl

ol b erink . andd Flarry Feeovn, oloring

im biFetisae, bad made iGoanto ol
pdern agricalyaral enterprise. pro
ducinge thousands of ashels of apples,
(EARCEH,  pRark, pEUnes ard cheeries,
ekt providing for the thees presend

fraepias it bl

grorveri Liond of Brossms b
fiir o annd satiefying lives
Alter Tnoking into the history of the
Pps i, dnred Van Wapenen, the dis
tunmgansbed  SNew York [armes ool
wilaerkie e who Tune e o lesdaege Tyl an
thir (drdieer ol Contury Foremers sine
s aneertom muore Lhnn Len-Years agio,
hs concioded that the FElipah Srown
whior giarted the dynasty was afflictod
with o malady commwen amonys our
VIV i atehine foot, Boro

7 Buiwade Jserud, im0 1747,
wie e of the Qurker famidues
Hrowrs whoss name s perpeiaated in

[ihodes Tsinmed  institutions ns
rait v and Mosese Frooar

=it | Enther, TSiover Iea sy
the whole of Pty Tebitn
phes lomg andd Lheee mabes wide,
M vt of Clommoctiowt, [or Earm-
s wl Filiabi nnel o bt buee
brie HeETR TS TERRT B & P AT
vaves MLt b $hubsir gimociie Iy
sl amfth 1 ¥
Elyivy -';|_|:_|-.>:'|f 0 Lhie W whie=:
P oo these own, Drimpinge 1tk
i ooty amo fral
I'"h e of T7Ejnd ELEIE
durng e oo, @t
i T bl Livmwidos ) cors £ b dndaeened o it
foicte aaud e bl o
1 L 1hi 1K

Cammoaon to all the owners of Or-

chard Dale Fruit Farm hos been a
possion For order and heouly
Here lies the homastead «ith Lake
Ontario one mile te the sorth

Waighing mand leading cheru

v strictly a family affair. Bob
tright) shows scn Roiph how 1o
krap fab on coch o ocker's @




ik maoved Lo thae Cormie icat
mainland, bt soon alter the He violu-
traan b Baeedioed WWesst Fyeat AP v

Yk ST iy YWaan) Pl |
Fevorar swbieres Ehine Lo pghasngu Fegmiamny Wy
Wil viowhee el e TR e L YO BT
cera Friend,” presided over hoer g
gvote e Sabelliton, It was peasd eountry,
b wuprht yenes Biter Flijal moved on
b Woyne Couniy - now (e bezaiding
apple-growing county in the Fast umd
oo of the greatost in Lhe Okl ey
Thee larm he besrprhie —aned sslid in
Wiiyswe County s now (uird vl

the most prosperosus in (s U
vus county; bul after six years L
iehing fort—or sume nther IEE At T
gien now forpotion—set him Vi
Weul apain, this time to Oak Crehurl
Creck, He was atill traveling — making
o trip back to Wayne County lyy L
teau,  presumiably  for some of las
goods—when he dicd, Tess than o inan
later. An old-fashiomned Eravestone in
iohittle family cometery on the faem
marks the end of Wis travels, On i -
varved the traditiona)] woeping wiltow,
bl tha tree growing out of {he £rikve
17 o rugged hivkory

In the Fisher's Ishand dn}'n—:. I‘.'ij_'r.|||
el courted and moreied a Long s
land girl, Bathsheba Sheffield; and i
wits more than twenty years baofon
b o v wis g Beside b gshoeid
i the figtle fumily vornetery. in 1l
mosntime, with her six soms and none
daughters, she had carved & Lirm ool
of Lhe wilderness, Hobert, the son wius
cventuadly tonk avor it responsibilig ¥
iad been nine years old when the S
ity settled on Oak Orchard Creek. He
= commemorated tudiny not only by o
marker in the cemetery bud by o por-
Traekt padnted by an sbimerant argis) o
the oy showing him sharpening i
seythe, With a companion porirait ol
his wife, equally busy with her necdle,
i hunps now nn the Browns' from
il Y Lil‘l.l.iihg.

I was Hobert’s older brother, -
b v whe first planded i Lk
i thie farm sevedlings which oo
sttt U lirst apple orcharcd o Or-
lesims o County. When Elijnh, Jro, i
AF vy ape, Tobwrt assumeed Gem
i eiment. His son and suiocessig
Hirny Brown's futher —alse plangiad
ipplin, bt Lh{':\. WP uu!}" FL TR THEEIET

pen ral farming. A disry siill pr
sirvidl by the deosily andicotes whing
Farns L wis Dikee n U, Morth Wi
eount voan the ouddle of Cho el oo
T

e, A, 18, A bopigmead dei
i Marah e csemellon 10870

ey

el 26. Woenk Lo the jaasl eetihe
wrd Froom thuere Lo d be lindee and TOETE
v fhue setne sex Lemnes, Lol o beay
stk o omy share, |

e B Went to Koenadabl 10 e
Bt idwrin RITRILT S Gl o, bl
(REVI T

TApe. 1 (1851 Took nine uozen
cEgs o U store and gof mine s s o
ivaen '

Harry Browre’s geners-
ions consisted only of him-
wlf ol two sisters. He
wirs 27 when his father died
i 150 and Be ook owver
the working of the farm. It
had mourished three gener-
ilioma, but it was still anly
an average farm for those
puris—even a little poorer
than average, perhups, be
vause the hundred seres
which Elijal bod bougin
andd Taded down included
meny, back from the creek,
whurh were sogpy black-ash
awignpland, T4 had been o
strugpeie for Harry's father
and grondinther to keep it
producing cnough Lo pay

st i biad almost never, from @b
Beginning, been clear of debt, What-
cver Bhjoh had paid the Holland Come.
pravny for it in Lthe finst place, ther was
an unpaid balance of $R00 as Lo
45 1528, which was being paid off uc
S0 0 yenr, Later it had been noces-
wiry to mortgage it, and there was o
S2000 mortgape on it when Harry'z
father died, An appraisal set the full
vitlue then at 86000, Thus the famiiy
ety wiis HA000,
it hadn't been my home," savs
M. Brown today, it probably would
Fisver been better to have started farm-
g domewhere else.' But it was his
lumee, ane his mdther’s home, and his
sintors” home; and young Harry Brown
cuberid into an agreement with them —
an npgreement characteristic of a fam-
ity which sels o hugh value on indi-
vulunl independence and the huminn
dignity that goes with it. The county
g drew it up for them, writing it
fvered o nearly a dozen pages of
bk pagner, Haorry agreed to ™ care for
wud work said farm in substantially as
il i omunner’ ag had been done i
fos fither's lifetime. His mother, dur
g fer life, woa Lo share the procaads
il e costs. She and his sisters wene
focvictuaty, for Ife, dhe vight to bive i
vl vodkinst of (e house; ard e
e her wir alse to retain for her own
use e horse and CAFTLAgE, culled
hormiess, robes, ete " which Hars VoW s
el rendy For ber use ut all resson
il B, ”ljrru. hier dentby, 1hee =i
LS WO 1 I:|lii1.|.!li|i|:|| thaes Eardin 1o
Hhrry bor thedr onginal GUuity 4l
LTOHME < icly




later b owstalled wiv elecirwe plant,
which bins since given way Lo the power
line that eveatuadly ciome through
When e did that, he bought a large
electric refrigerator, and relegated the
ald stone ioehoume—noew coversd witl
v, a0 e L reegue bt ta Al
ﬂll-lerl Lir Hlerpitgpe Apiens Thae refrg
erator, built ina day whon e few fam
iligs, vity or countey, wers buying
thern that mass production wes still
in the fuiare, cost 3600, bul it wis
solid porcelain under jts cuter Aurface
of wood, nnd so ruggedly constructed
that it seroes todoy—having haed one
mulor replacement —as efficiently as
ever. Nowadays, however, il is supijile
mented by-o large home freczer; nnd
as other olectric devices have comoe
along to make houseleeping vasier,
Geoandma Hrown fees been among the
first to enioy them. Washing dishes,
for instance, 5 now, for her, merely o
job of stacking them in the sutomatic
dishwasher; and parbage dizuppears
into the automatic disposal wnit,
With Hobert running the farm, the

elder Browne have had tume, through
these latter years, to enjoy their fow-
ere and irees, the books and maga-
zines that 10 the house, and to see the
country, Wirg, Brown, white-halred
arud motherdy, s 0 hird lover, and baee
feeding =latlons

bring a gulaxy of

hirrds freba iewont -

siedic Lhe wondows

Omnee,
agi, she brought

ujr & youn : pigeon

which heume o

tome it would

perch en her

ghoulder and eat

out of her hands,

anel would follow

hier wrouwrnd ke o

pet dog. A wren

Frishse h,i':!‘.l]‘_ A0n thue

atub of a timnly of

A 10yepr-old-

cherry froe,  just

ouduicde (e howse,

whagh Hoarry's fo-

thier cnt off in 1072 o pes bl bl

prevuse moved past il- suet and crumbs

are spread on o platform Toe bigger

pirds: and little brightly colored cupsd

antached tu arod ure filled with sirag

for the hummingbirde.
ﬁ;';-.rg.niiq_g-a al home pre often sapent,

with other members of the family,

lnoking al moving plotures—emany ol

ihirm of birds and  Aowens —whii

Gk anld Ceramddoa Prown v

LML YeuTs

bk, itk thoedr Tueernae oy s CirIeri,
i LTIpH B varioun parks ol Ui voan
try. On Mr. Brown's ot wall is o
poerd o of tha [lnited Statey, with
reud cruyon mirks of the ronles of L
Lrips, and it 18 completely crisscronsed
in all directions, Since the day in 1912
when they bought their first aule
mobile —a touring cer Lthat cost 2600

they have visii 1 every stute in e
Union, and some of thems ol mes.
Laat year the eldecly o ple molored
to Floride and this swmmer, 8t B2,
Harry Brown diove to MWaovi Seoti

AL of blts, baaswov e, Jiid Lodin pHis
wible only beciude Taery Brown hus
mide wise wse of the land. When hw
and his young schoeolteacher bride
were married, they had exactly $60 in
eaaly; and their honeymoon consisted
of o train teip to the near-by cities of
Mowhwstaer anwd P Ml Mr. Hrown,
we b eerod o Pwendy bl ;.;--ll:l I|r':|.-n.'r
froan his mother by not smoking befory
b was twenty, and who never ook up

s habit after that, likes to 2ay thal
it w his “cigar and tobsceo money”
thitt ho hag used, sinee then, on travel;

bt it 1% money, however he might
have spent it, which came as the re-
ward of goud farming.

[hetermined to more than liveup to
his pledge to operate the farm “in sub-
stantially ns good & manner”’ 88 it had
hestn prey iously upmtﬁd. i he tried,
pyer a period of years, dairy L:H.t.ﬂt.',
chickens and feeder cattle, but it was
fruitl, as time went on, which proved
tlie beat and most consistent source of
furm income, and he eventually turned
{he farm into orchards. Today, mlda
from a small flock of chickens which
his son keeps for family use, the only
livestock on the farmisa gaddle horse
"We don't even keep 8 eow,” sayd
Me. Brown, ** but buy our milk.” But
whorins thi brearing orchard left by
his father consisted of 140 Baldwin
tpeiss, e and his son moW have 140
eres of ipphes, plas 60 aered of quinces,
R wcuch of pmrn nned [JI.'UI‘I.HH,. 15
acres of cherriea and a few acres of
i rnsds.

ar. Brown's mother's miiden name
wig Sarah Jane Luttenton, apd his

middle e is Luttenton, In recogni-
tion of this honor to the fsmily name,
4 Luttenton unele gave him two lambs
when he was o boy, As the lambs mul-
tiplied, the proceeds of their increase
wore set aside and earmarked “Harry's
lamb money."

. Shortly before hus

s father died, Harry

| that he hsd no
| money he could
| apare for the trecs.
| *Uge my lamb
money,”’ Harry

| proposed, “and let
me have the firsf
crop of fruit.”" As

it happened, hus
father died before
{he tress came into

. bearing, but the

venture paid out

s well that Harry

went on planting

Pl Chreugh the yueard; and Or
chard Dale Frual Farm 8 now one of
Lhe bipgest quinge growers in l.l'l_u.- GO
pry. Cerlificales hanging in his office
Loctily Uhat us carly as 1910 he had
v o Bronge medal for orange guImCEs
ab the Pan American Flpﬂﬂluﬂﬂ in
Buffilo, and he took the gold medal at
il Panoma-Pacifie Eyposition in Ban

Frupcisco in 1915




Piphaps il was with Lhis quinoe -
Jrard episorde o mind that his father
e @ pemark about him, when e
WikH b ORI, which s mother
lagarer told ham ohwout: “Every Lime
Hlarry goetd o dollar, e proceeds Lo
Teserke mrnimed Lo wess what he can do with
W L owha o shrewd comment. ine
thing, however, the young larmer de-
cidenat thestart: Hewould use money,
ag fast s hecould acguire 37, L0 Faralel
up his furm program, but he would not
go in debt. All his life, with one
exception, he has livid up to this
el nnd 1:}J.I.r1 cash for E‘i!ﬂzjr'th.hlj; -
or gone withoot The exception caine
in 1808, when o neighbor’s widow
put an ol joiming farm on the mor
ket O higher, more sloping groutd
than the home farm, it was betver

adapted to frun growing, and it could
b brught for $7H0H. © 1 gave & mort.
i Lo ped it Me Firown udmats

“and horpewed 3500 for the down
payment.” 1 duubled his holdings,
anel in recent years his son, Robert,
bees bt twn ot her wd joining farms
Thus Elijah's hundred seres has -
prvased o more than 60,

Ui e radnesk B3Rl A0 ArwaEn vpees, LisILIET
a 1912 farm map hanging on the offiee
wall shows much of it, evin then, being

gaed for beans, mixed hny, onis, rye,
timothy and pasture. In 1908, how-
aver, the year it ]ult]ghl the sisconid
tarm, Mr. Brown had started convert

ing to fruit in earnest. Todait, he had
to have better drainage than his clay
and sandy loams naturally offercd,
and he began laying drein tile. " From
then on,” hesays, "' I tiled and planted
trees na fast as I could gt the money
to do it with." Today most of the farm
s systematically underdroined by
lines of tile laid three and one half foet
deep, with the drains 34 feet apart

The syatem is unique and perhaps un-
like any other in the country. Three-
and four-inch laterals drain into small
enteh basinaorsilt traps, which in turn
empty into a master trap vin fiver 1o
ten-inch maina, All traps are clesoed
regularly and thus prevent the system
from silting up. The master trap itself
is drained by a single fifteen-inch out-
let. " Now that I'm older and have loa,
pome of my nerve,” says the ehder
Brown, T sometimes wonder how |
lad the nerve to do it lal even Lhe
old hlack-ash awnmpa are thriving or-
chards now.

(3f eourse it took more than wiell
draimod land to make orcharda thrive,
In his fathe='a day, and in his own
eurly years, crops would fail every enee
in n while for reasons which noiuwady
geemed to vnderstand. Tver ol the
Qrate Agricaliural Collepe nl Corpell,
in the early 1B00°s, Profeasor Laboerty
Hyde Bailey was beginning to ialk

phoul o way to prevent such {roubles
by spraying: and young Farmer Brown
was one of the first orchardists in the
country to spray his troes Tt was
h?‘ll"diy' a modern BpTARY acheduls thit
tie followed : Heused Bordeanx mixiure
aned Paria green, but that was a8 far as
scionce had gone in theae days. One
day, Liberty Hyde Bailey himself
e out to see how it was working. ' T
ihink you'll find Harry out in the or-
chard,” Harry's mother told him,
" Just where I want to find him,” said
the great horticulturist. Other horti-
culturists have heen following b fool-
:teps into the Brown orcharda o..r
aniee, and finding the Browns reacy
| et e cosoperate in ndvancing
knowledpge of good it cultere

tor some years now, Lhe eneve I %-
prriment Station has maintained its
own spray rig at the farm for tontinig
new aprays, particularly for quinces.
For many years, the Brown spray
rig consisted of a barrel and a cumber-
some hand pump, haufed around the
orchards. An old photograph shodws
the first power pump, mounted on a

horse-drawn cart. Nowadays, of course,
like everything else on the farm from
{he five tractors to Grandma Brown's
kitchen sink, the spray rigs are the
mest modern and efficient types avail-
able. Hobert Brown, whe has a me-
chanical Aair, has even improved upon
the equipment commercially avail-
able, In tho apray shed, water for mix-
ing ia pumped into A large reservoir
tunk by an electric pump; and he has
it rigged so that when it is full it over-
flows into a bucket on a lever arm,
which falla under the weight of the
hmcketful of water and shuts off the
pump nutomatically.

In recent years the Browns have
broadened their spray schedules to in-
clude hormone sprays to thin their
apple crop at blosgomtime and to hold
e fruit on the trees at harvesttime.
And just this past summer they co-
operated extensively with the Geneva
Experiment Station in seeking a con-
trol for the red-banded leaf roller,

The routine at Orchard Dale Fruit
Farm i8 a rigid and scientific one. All
frizit plantations boast a henvy sod of
vimothy, alfalia dind clover, which is
mowed twice annually. Trees are fer-
tilized with solid nitrates each spring,
at, which senson the dead and diseased
pee bulldozed and burned, each being
roplased ae credly as the desired nurs.
ery at ok bee vnes available,

Sgerile and- fertile troes are alter-
nated in orchard rows but pollination
i7 not left to chanee. During bleasom-
time, gome fifty odd hivea of beea are
rented from an itinerant bookeeper,

Tree damage by mice is minimized
through the use of ecinder basins and
mesit hardware or tarpaper guards.
[empite these precautions, Hobert {re-
quently spots damaged trees, 4 num-
lswer of which he has saved in the past
by making bridge grafte at rod level




This modern spray rig, Ralph
up, is a far cry from the one
Grandpa used in the '90's when
he pianeersd in spraying tests.

Wheat and mixed hay are grown
primarily Lo keep open cropland from
being idle, As acon a8 he can find time
ind et trees, he hopes to plant an
other fifty acres of apples. Thirty acrea
of yearlings were set last sapring.

Robert and his vife, Angilean, are
earrying on the aclive management
of t1e farny, ws dared Van Wapenen re-
porved to the Uentury Farmers, " with
svor-flowing enthusiasm and impres-
sive skill.” T asked them if 15-year-old
Rnlph, now finishing high school and
soom o study hortieulture nf Corneld,
was destined to tuke over lhe farm
eventually, in his turn. " 'That is whal
we hope,” said Robert Brown., He did
not add, though I felt it was implied:
"We Browns are independent and
make up our own minds."”

. I strolled out to the bam, where

i Harry had once kept cattle Inside,

Quinees, Hary's first advanturs in fruil, ore still a maine ready for launch ng, was
stoy at Qrchard Dole. Trens oro raiced in thelr own nursery. the Raldor (named for

son Ralph and raughter
Dorothy), a g, sleck,
modern power haont which
accounts for the family'a
membership in the Oak
Uhrehard Yacht Club, Oud-
sirie, Halph's sadiile horae
was munching g a8, And
just then, out of | u oy -1y
driveway by the big green
house, through the open-
ing inthe evergreen hedge,
cime [Halph himself —on
a tractor. 1 had no doubt
then—nor have 1 any
now—that the farm by
the side of Oak Orchard
Creck would sty in the
Brown  fomily  for  yot
wnather  generntion, and
more likely for many,
VITE Fxap



On a farm in Orleans Gounty

Fruit Harvest
in November

Btery by Bill {omuaie

T FIDDLER'S ELBOW hetwecn
Laks Omtarin and Oak Occhasd
Cresk, in northern Orleans County,
gome of the orchard trees are still green
and the welght of a harvest yel to be
plcked arches the limbs This is a Guince
plantation, and that yetlowish  pear
shaped [ruit hanging so thick along the
branches is so hardy i1 can be vathered
in early November, iong after most ires
cropa have gone to miarke!

Mearly two generatinns of Americans
are onfamiliar with this frud whose ol
tivation pre-dates the Christian era and
which orlginated in Persiz. Too acid and
astringent to be eaten wncocked it has
a high pectin content and was used b
grandmother in making jelly.

She alsp added quince to apples ta
bring out their flavor in sauce  Aboul
the gize of a large apple, the rmuinee as
ribbed sides and while arofmaiie flesh

S0ACRE ORCHARD in Water
port tepresents the handiwork of
Harry Lottenton Brown, who st oult The
first trees when he was a boey, Brown
wha alse grew apples, paears snd cher
ries, dird at 93
Brown was the fouclh pocecalion of
hiz family to farm (he land ol Fuldier's
Elbow. He believed there wir a place
for the quince on every hill of [are Mi:
favprite dessert was Baked quing
When he took over the anvesiosl adre

I3 BUFFALG COMfFIp0 L oL

i"hotes by Boris Barker

sl 27 he switched from dairy herds Lo
fruat trees with emiphasis on the guinee
One of his varlelies took hortieoltural
homers at the Pan-American Exposition
and the Pan-Pacific Exposition

For vears his quince crop went to the
city markels where housewives bought
them at the count:sr When canned pro-
serves  became  ovailable on grocery
shelves. many ooinee orchards  were
foveled, But Brown kept his plantation
and shipped his ©oop to a processer who

muadde iU into pres.cves
I-’":fJHI-‘:ASINGL"n memhbers  of the
younger genoration would ask the

grower, “Well, what IS a quinre?’”
Finally the orchaodist [ten Piddier’s
Elbow brought out a brochure describ-
ing his favorite fruit and listing recipes
for ielly, steamed and baked gquince
eombined with pears and sweet apples
and "honey." He even included n for-
mnla for making a hond letion oul of
guince seeds soaked in water

In recent years the [amily's plantatifin
hias been operated by a son, Robert, who
has mow been Juned in partnership by
tug son, Ralph, one of the sixth gepera-
ton, They grow (he snme varketies start-
vl by Harry  Luttenton Brown, the
Opamgee”’ and V0 empien, ' and the crop
werages 10,000 bushels. Nearly all ol
4 goes ta a Pennsylvania jrocesser whr
cutraets and pasteurizes the juice and
then sells it to preserve THAKers
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| readed e el oy 1OV, sl b

il ' i eveny bofore |.|:.|1. |
| eis esdida asteer, ATbss Clura, stall i
hew gunrters in the howse, having
Lireel L -,-.htmlnmr;hi.ng L3 yeurs
apn, whon she was T, At 88, pert Auni
Clare keeps un with the workd witl
reaitling e tler FaTWETHE friom the
YWork Times and the Star, Mew Yiork -
liborsl newspaper (formerly B3
Lt Worue, and works busily an i
Meior pardens, taling particular
qonsibility for an old-fashioned  gar
e aueried by her father.

Fhie fidard Bseopen the sort of facmmar 1)
et ber,  addpes APl o thio besidly
webibehs Vb T weonalel Inrn:_;-:l:ul,s-_ s ]|
i s ore proveicol gifts; and oot by
pun, In los ifetime, not ondy 1o gl
Powers uround the house Bat $o ol
=sugmee of the trees which had been =yvs
temetivally leveled in the process of
ecretbang o faem in the wilderness, A
preat Dlock walnut now standing in
Fuis Trom bawn wad o seed ing which b
gkl Bk in hoe trunk onoo trigs o
Mbilvignn; and o immense megile @
g iy Harry, wb o youngaler, luedpesd
firn 1o tenmsplant,

Shwrtly after their fother died in
Fo e, Hairey's younger siter breags i

Beatenit onok B 2ehoolteachee Do a visil
Jenmedl T o
Perir] and Harry fell in love, and in
=14 |

i pirl nomed Pe

oy were married, As each of
thinr children was born, they planted
her tree; and four barge, stplwnrt

v now represent the second pres
ent generation, two for sons, two o
daughters; "That s Ralph's Lree,”
they say, pointing  out o groceful,
snrvading elm. Or: " The Siberian elm
it Robert's.” Halph, the first son. died
young, but grandson Ralph—Rob-
the wvoungeat of four
cand M, Harry Hrown

{irnndpa’ and
cirnies on tho anme,

"Oirandma’ —now

O the three purviving children, twis
are married. Pauline, who lives with
her hushboang on anather fine fiirm o
fow miles away on the Ridpe Road
lesiding tn Hochester, has n son who is

noenpineer, 4 gradunte of Massncha-

(|

mabitute ol |l1'i.'|llll'lﬂz\.- inrl g

lvsgehiior who adse webie o coblege 1y
Mo byuse b sk poreld wtiee L pesiesml |y
winrrsdal Db ddabsert Dhraeoerst, 1m0 nil
chitbrn (o Ralph, have a dinghter, hor-

athy. who on gradustion from Syro-
use University $his summer entersd
thi employ of the Army Map Servie
in Washington, Huth lrene, the
younger daughter of Huarry and FPearl

urtipareied and, follow g thi fll.l:'l'lll_':.
tegehang trad ibian, 18 o Acienoe tasnither

at ‘Weztern Reserve Unuversity

Happy day for the Browné—Themas E. Dewey prozenis

By

Antigue Lovers” Paradise

ranchpa AN Leranarm Edrovwn and
 aRly e
ants of the hig preen houwse, wilh s
dazen rodms pnd  two batha, Nine
v pfler he waos macried: in 1825,
Frolwert bkl s own moglern housae

Yt Ularn are now |

il low I|11"!|1.'.|1 N AT YO T PRUTS PSR
ably, Tarmishicd with meany st bale
peel besutiful antigues, which older
generations tended Lo discard, but
which those of our time have learned
to regpect and cherish, Since 1928,
Fiobart o= nnerabed 1 he Tarm on much
Lo saanee kind ol arepngement with s
frtlwr—though  mformal  and - un
writ Len — a4 thnt which his father had
viors apo. with fits mother. In recent
ir4, he has alen hoaght additienal
Levsdd ol g own, bot e buailt his hoos
wil of his share in the earnings of the
pamingd farm, 1 didn't give him o
patiery cownnd it says Harry proudly.
I owamted B oo e saaependent,”
neeniaee By generation, {hat I8
thie ooy thue srosvnis have Been thirough
thie yenra, ench creating on the farm o
haitne Lo il his own taates and means.
Filijndy bailt: a log cabin. That disap-
red 5o long ago that Ha Ty Brown
remembers only the well hole on the
stie, Jonp since filled in. In the next
penertion—that of Harry's grand-
fiLher— o frame house arose on the
syt of L present homestead. Flarry's
{ather maved that away to make room
ferr it peaw house in 1872, and 1t exists
foddny omlby asoa stroctural prt of pne
af the farm suthuildings, The house
thot Harry's father bmilt—a square
boume, with a I'.'u'[:ll'll.ﬂ on top, in the
Vietorian manner ol the dl’l}""lﬂ now
nfy the fromt half of the big green
howse, Harry built anoa large addition
in VN3 —such a big addition, in fact
thit he later took off one ell of 1L and
moved it to another site, where it now
serves as Lhe nuclews of a building
used aa gquarters {or the 30 or 80 men
hired each year =L picking time,

Whien he {!nrargml the house, Harry
put in its first central heat. Belun
thit, the kitchen atove and a big chunk
stove in the living room had provided
all the heatl there was. A [ew vears

Cantury Farmer owerd as J. Ven Wogesnen looks on.,



The globular tawny fruit has oo stem aod mast be picked with a guick twisting
motion. Rubbing off the forey coating reveals a waxy, prainy skin, Pickers on
eight-Foot stepladders seach the tops of the stubby trees, which when leafless
exhibit contorted hoanches

e’

Professional pickers from Florida and the Carolinas work in the plantation
which Harry Browe began with the proceeds from the sale of pet lambs. He
houpght the origing! leves from a mirsery. Pickers emply their h;lg_ti into 18-bushel
bins seatterced betw ect rows,

1468 )




To a waiting trailer truck at the edge of the orchard go these bins laden with
prime froit, Fork lilt expedites transfer of the big boxes. Quince trees have a
productive spun of ahout 30 vears, ma' cre early and produce solitary flowers.

Some varicties are weerd in hedgos,
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RHobert B, Brown, grandson of the man who originally planted the quince
archard, looks over same of the First fruit. More than 1,700 bushels appear here,
Related to the rose Domidly, the guinee grows on a small tree, When green it is
hard and gritty. Huorticolturists say that because it must be cooked ta be edible,
it has limited markel appeat

(Blple C-Exprin -8 -69 )\




Somebody
still likes
hitter fruit

By ROBERT C. KRAUS

Pitty the poor quince,

It even gets a bad rap from nne en-
ryciopedia that says it was ""Former-
lv grown in home fruit gardens and
commercially in  the Norfheastern
United States but later lost its flaver

Well, that bit about the flaver might
meet with a dispute from any number
nf fquince-saters who have tasted the
fruit in preserves, steamed, canned or
in relish.

What iz apparently ome of Ihe lazt
commerelal quines orchards of any
size in New York State — and maybe
the last — is owned by Ralph Brown of
Waterport, Orleans County

E-rn-sﬂ has abaut 30 acres of golee
irees, which are six o eight-fuet- HII
hushes e_-.[' the rose faraily (rosacael,

Hrown says his main fruit crops are

apries, cherries, and quinces

5n, hefore golng further, & quince
it 5 vellowish, fuzz-covered fruit Inak-
ing vaguely lke a pear, wiith grows
direetly on brees withoul the benebit of
A stemn,

Thev're especlally bitter at barvest
*ime “'Bu* nof &n bad that vou cact
it,"" bienwn gaid.

The original trees were planted b
hiz grapdfather Harry L. Brown, just
afare the turn of the cenfury, )
teees were "Typical of the old ‘s,
ard | think he could see a polential
saie there," =aid Brown, the grandson

Arran still sells quinces during har-
west time at his farm, and passes o
3 printed recipe boaklel for moass )
miinee honey, relish, jelly, apd caaped
i steamed muinces.

The hooklet alsn tells hox tn make
a mand lotion from its seeds - ol l

nne traditional uge of the froif

Wa el quih\ a few gt Harvest fune
soms as thaugh every yoar o

got = faw people who say ‘oh, we
inaked for those for vears '

el
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From IH
aome guinces froam his farm

are =old st arother [armer's
roadside sty 'mif  Brown
i e dieen” el ad-

vt e bebrasel,

‘Maybe it gust s omatter of
promoting it he said, “and
then there mighl be mors in-
fergst 1o them,™

At one popt, theie were
twice the number of guince
Irees on nis laeme, Bul prob-
ably one of the reasons we
ilropped the acreage s that in
the past 10 wears when we've
had a ful! crep, it was hard to
harvest and market i all,™
commeccial  crop
maes o & packer in (lares
ment, WY, Heney Abrahams,
head of the packing company,
soid Brown s hos only sup-

Frrovn’s

plier
“r. Brown and [ work
predy olosely,”” be said, “I

iry to Keep il profitable for
nim; if he goes out of busi-
ness, there may not be any,""

Alwahams said his company
piepares qunce  juice  and
concentrate which = sold o
same specially houses and to
supermarke! cholng such as
AP, ond 15 markeled pri-
marily in the Fas=i

He  said 05 possile his
firre mdy have “ahout  Che
only people in the country”
processing  quinces for  pre-
serves 1o be sold i commer-
clal oullets,

“I's a specialiv o, and
the bigger fivms don { want tn

gn  into  specialties that
myeh.” i
The demand Habout now

has leveled off® Abrahams |
said, “For the past few years |
it's been pretty level.” |

In Californis, he said, sore
quinces are sold fregh. In |
Mexico, quince s used 1o i'
make candy ‘bt that's a dif-
ferent variety than the
quinces used for jelly.”

Why Lhe decline in the com:
mercial production of quince?

“It's an interesting thing." |
sald Dr. L. J. Edgerton |
chairman of the Pomglogy De- |
plrimu &t the ﬂ-ﬁl Gﬂﬂegi

Agricultural and |
Scmnm Cornedl thtumty

“Part of it came about during |
the: late 10508 and 19608, pﬂb-r
ably when more Women wers
starting Lo work,

“There was much has
home-canning done. A.ud L'hr
commercial processors Cou |
never find much favor Irith
quince,” Dr. Edgerton said. |

“It's a “'darn tough fruit" |
when you're trylng to get the
Kin off and seeds out in com- |
mercial operatlons, Ye aaid
“And Ut's an awkward shape
— it doesn't lend itself to peel-
ing machines."

“1 like to have a hali-dozen
quinces myself,” he said Bul
last year, while traveling in
the Syracuse area where
there used to be & small or-
chard, he said, he could enly
find an abandoned trez or

twao.



MEMOIRS OF ROBERT K. BROWN
Born 1902

My mother was Pearl J. Rowe (1871-1959). My father was Harry
Luttenton Brown (1866-1959).

One of my memoirs is of a small country school which was
Distriet No. 14, Town of Carlton, Orleans County, New York, situated
in a small hamlet called the Bridges, at the junction of Oak
Orchard and Marsh Creeks. This little schoolhouse was a one-room
building which had an old round stove for heat. There were two
cloak-rooms - one for the boys and one for the girls., There were
also two out buildings for toilets. This schoolhouse was
approximately five hundred feet from the house where I was born.
There was a rUsset apple tree in back of the schoolhouse. At
recess the older boys threw apples up into the belfrey. This caper
was done so often that eventually the bell would not turn for lack
of space. Then the teacher would have to send tqp older boys
through a hole in the ceiling to throw out the apples. I was
probably eight or ten years old at the time.

One of my teachers was Miss Mabel Concver. She was a strict
but very good teacher. In those days the teacher boarded with
different families in the neighborhood - staying a few months with

each family.

There was a thriving country store at the Bridges. It was
owned and operated by Ben Bamber. He had the usual line of groceries -

also some dry goods.



The local men would gather at the country store to discuss
world affairs and swap stories. In the winter time they enjoyed
sitting around the pot bellied stove - soaking up the heat.

There were other places of business at the Bridges. There
wae a blacksmith shop, a dry house, a meat market and a cobbler's
shop.

Across from Bamber's store and across Oak Orchard Creek was
a covered bridge built in 1845. I well remember when it was
replaced in 1911 with the present bridge.

The dry house was located on the top of the hill past the
store. This hill was much enjoyed by the youth in the community.
It was fun to slide down it on sleds. We could go as far as the
covered bridge. In back of the dry house was a Baptist Church.

Our house was situated on the west side of the creek. Within
walking distance of our house was a Presbyterian Church. It had
sheds built in the back to tie the horses during the service. I
have a samll brass latern my grandmother used to,carry when she
walked to service and to prayer meetings. Prayer meetings were
always held in the eve.

A Mr. George Simson, who lived at the top of the hill a
short distance from Bamber's residence, (it is now the home of
Ward Wilson) gave money to build a community hall. This was
lacated on the Creek Road not farm from the dry house. The people
,of the community enjoyed many good times in this building. Such
as church suppers, ice cream socials, community meetings and

programs. The building has been torn down now.




There was lots of social activities among families then -
more so than now. Such as skating parties, dances, cutter
racing from the Bridges to Point Breeze, guilting bees held at
the Community Hall. At that time the ice was 12 inches thick on
the creek so it was safe to race cutters. The water was soO
clear!

Every family had an ice house. It was about 18 to 20
feet square. The walls would be filled with saw dust. The
harvested ice would be cut into cakes by large tooth saws,
loaded intoc sleighs and hauled to farmers' ice houses.

We had a large ice box which opened at the top. One could
put a large enough chunk of ice in this to keep for a week. It
was my responsibility to fill the box.

There were lots of post offices in the past. Each community
had one. There was one across from Bamber's store. One at
Point Breeze. One at Carlton Station. These post offices were
only a few miles apart. The mail came in at Cailton Station on
the Ho Jack train. Mail was there distributed to the post
offices. Our mailman was Silas Boughton. When he picked up
the Bridge mail he would also pick up and deliver the bread for
the store. This bread came from Rochester. The railroad ran
betwoeen Ogdenaburgh, New York & the suspension bridge at Niagara
Falls. Mr. Hoot was postmaster at Pbint Breeze. Mr. Fowler
was postmaster at the Bridges. Mr. Maginn was postmaster at
Carlton Station. These areas are all on Route 98, All south of

the Bridges except Point Breeze.
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racing from the Bridges to Point Breeze, guilting bees held at
the Community Hall. At that time the ice was 12 inches thick on
the creek so it was safe to race cutters. The water was so
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Every family had an ice house. It was about 18 to 20
feet sgquare. The walls would be filled with saw dust. The
harvested ice would be cut into cakes by large tooth saws,
loaded intc sleighs and hauled to farmers' ice houses.

We had a large ice box which opened at the top. One could
put a large encugh chunk of ice in this to keep for a week. It
was my responsibility to fill the box.
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had one. There was one across from Bamber's store. One at
Point Breeze. One at Carlton S5tation. These post offices were
only a few miles apart. The mail came in at Cailton Station on
the Ho Jack train. Mail was there distributed to the post
offices. Our mailman was Silas Boughton. When he picked up
the Bridge mail he would also pick up and deliver the bread for
the sktore, This bread came from Rochester. The railroad ran
between Ogdensburgh, New York & the suspension bridge at Niagara
Falls. Mr. Hoot was postmaster at Péint Breeze. Mr. Fowler
was postmaster at the Bridges. Mr. Maginn was postmaster at
Carlton Station. These areas are all on Route 98. All south of

the Bridges except Point Breeze.
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At that time the only way to travel was by cutter, bob sleigh,
horse and buggy or walk. The roads were bad, full of pitch holes
and deep ruts. When I went to high school I had to board for the
week, I boarded with Mrs. Louis Bull.We came home on the weekends.

As 1 remember, it was in 1918 when the Town of Carlton purchased
their first snow plow. It was a 10 ton caterpillar with a center
plow and a moveable wing on each side. I remember the day this
plow was unloaded at the Albion freight yard., I caught a ride
with a neighbor who was taking feed to be ground at Woocds &

Sprague Milling Company. The snowplow was powerful but only moved
at five miles an hour, BRoute 98 was the first road in the county
to be hard surfaced. The dirt roads were scraped in the spring.
These dirt roads could be treacherous when the ground was scft in
the spring.

Dad's first car was a Hudson. 1 remember the starter didn't
always work. The tires didn't last long, they would good for
about 1,300 miles. The car (touring) had side cu;tains applied in
cold weather. There was mica windows in the side curtains.

One of the winter chores was to take all the harnesses to the
shop, wash them in warm water and when they were nearly dry, coat
them well with harness oil. This was a job!

Ms. Sam Watt had a Harness Shop in Albion. He made complete

harnesses and displayed them in his window on a model horse. Another




job in the fall was to go to the woods and get wood for the buz:z
pile - enough wood to last until the next winter. Wood was
burned in the kitchen stove the year around. We alsc had a
wood-burning stove in the dining room. We also had a large
stove for burning coal in the living room. This had mica glass
windows in the door, allowing one to see the cozy fire.

Within a one-mile circle arcund the Bridges I can name at
least twenty five or thirty farm families - some tenants. They
were able bto live on the produce from their farmms. Most of
these farms dated back to the Holland Purchase. They contained
arcund one hundred acres more or less. Each farmer had one or
two teams of horses, one driving horse, probably a four passenger
surry, one top buqgy, a runabout, one democrat wagon and cutter
for transportation. Their livestock consisted of two or three
cows for milk, butter and cheese, a flock of chicken for eggs and
to eat aﬁd three or four hogs.

Generally in late fall butchering would be:ﬁone. Hams,
shoulders and bacon would be put in salt brine to be sugar cured
and smokdd later. Alsoc the fat was rendered for lard. Sasuage
would be made also. Fall was the time to take the wheat to
Spragues Mill to be ground. Most families kept a barrell of flour
for their use.

Many of the farms had an apple ocrchard. After the apples were

. picked up they were taken to be dried at the Dry House. They were




peeled, cored and sliced. The slices would then pass through a
rassage heavily laden with sulphur fumes. This process helped
lock in the flavor. Then the slices would be dried on slatted
floor kilns. They would then be boxed and shipped for export.

For cash farmers would grow several acres of wheat, beans and
ocats. This grain would be harvested with a binder which would
cut and tie the grain into bundles. Two men followed the binder
setting the bundles into shocks. This shocks consisted of
twenty or more bundles. After drying these for a few days, the
bundles would be picked up, placed on a wagon and taken to and
stored in the barn. When all the various farmers had their grain
in the barn it was time to contact the man who thrashed. The man
who was then thrashing was George Callard. He had a Frick Engine
and separator. A long pipe extending from the separator blew the
straw out into the barn yard. Two men generally built the stack.
These stacks were about forty feet wide and probably that high.
The staw was used throughout the season to bed dqyn the stock,

A few weeks before the hens started moulting the farm wife
would put down several dozen eggs in water-glass. This solution
would keep the eggs fresh from six weeks to two months. These eqgys

were used for baking.

I remember mother making scap. Two ingredients were used
for the soap - fats and grease (from preparing meat) and lye
Solution. The lye would be made from léaching water through wood




ashes. It was very caustic. These two ingredients were mixed
together, boiled, a little rose water was added to the
boiling solution. This gave a pleasant odor. This soap would be
poured in shallow pans while hot. This was then left to cool

and cut into cakes. This was the socap used for laundry.

I recall when 1 was about twelve years oldjcovered wagons
came through our territory. The occupants were gypsies. They
camped on the Kendrick Road. rThey always had good teams. Sometimes
they had a horse tied to the back of the wagons. They had all
kinds of well made baskets for sale. They were made of reed.

Une of the neighbors was suspicious that his cows, pastured
near the camp, gave considerably less milk while the gypsies were
camped nearby. They would come to Bamber's store to get
provisions. It was said they "needed watching" while in the store.

I have a picture of my fathdr in his first apple orchard.

He probably had some hundred trees, Baldwins, Spys and Russets.
The picture I have shows father standing by a Baldwin tree. The
apples were piled on straw. He had several propg holding up the
limbs. The picture was taken in 1894,

Father had eight acres of guinces. This orchard was south
of the old house. Ed Hinkley, a produce buyer from Carlton
Station, bought father's apples and quinces.

Father's first tractor was a Chase made in Syracuse. It had
lots of power but was not economical. About this time {1910)

-

father bought an ddjoining 80-acre farm. He planted this land in




McIntosh, Grunings and Rome Beauties. Baldwins were a good late
keeping apple, but only bore every other year. These trees were
set 40 x 40 feet the next spring. My father then interplanted
these apple trees to peaches, now spacing 20 x 20 feet.

Father's first spray rig, which I can barely remember, had
a one-cylinder engine and a two-cylinder pump. It did not
produce much pressure. The fungasides used then were lime sulpher,
& bordeaux mixture, and blue vitrol. For Coddling moth and
curlico arcenate-of lead and paris green were the main poisions.

Later when the apple orchard was more mature father bought a
spray rig from "The Friend Manufacturing" at Gasport, New York.
This rig had a lot more pressure.

Apples then were picked and Put into barrels whichiheld
three bushel. Peaches were put in a "High Hat" containews and
coverad with red mosguito netting. The apples on the top of the
barrels were faced, apples chosen for beauty and the bigger
uniform sizes. &4t this time the Grower's Cold %torage had been
built. We could haul 38 barrels of apples per load to this
gborage,

Our first truck was a Model T. This carried 20 barrels,
but was a lot faster than the team.

In 1920 I enrolled in the Alfred Agricultural State College.
I graduated in 1923. While in cellege I studied soils,; crops,

animal husbandry, fruit growing and majored in fruit growing,




] was now 21 years old and I wanted to be a farmer. In 1925
I married Angilesan Reynolds & lived on and worked the farm with
my father until 1960. Our children were Dorothy Jane Brown born
1327 and Ralph R, Brown born 1930,

After father's death I worked the farm with my son, Ralph.
In 1970 Ralph tock complete charge of the farm.

It is now 1981. I am retired. I have enjoyed my farm life

and would just as soon go back and do it all over again.
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" Harry L. Brown and Pearl Rowe Brown, Ownera

N A e R A
Out of the little state of Rhode Island, once the Providence Plantations,
ha+e come & good many contributions to our American life. Poasibly the
most important of these exports have been the scions of the Brown family
because agrin and again in many localities you will find folk who rejoice
in the name of Brown and who proclaim that the roots of their family
tree go back and take hold in that tight little Commonwealth whose
patron saint is Roger Williams.

In the 1700's there was living at Westerly, Rhode Island, near the
mouth of Narragansett Bay, one Benjamin Brown. In 1747 there was
born to him a son on whom he bestowed the splendid Hebrew name
Elijah. It was this boy Elijah who must be deemed the founder of the
dynasty which we honor tonight.

In 1756, when Elijah was nine years old, took place the first of the
family migrations which were destined to carry them several different
sojourning places before the clan at last struck permanent root in the
good soil of Orleans County in New York State.

The first move was to Fisher's Island at the entrance of Long Island
Sound. Here the family lived and it would seem prospered for some
twenty vears. Then came the Revolutionary War and on two different
occasions, British foraging parties invaded their island domain. The
first time they took much of their live-stock and forage but tendered
payment in good British gold which would indicate a certain chivalry
not common among the foraging parties of modern armies. Later they
came again and this time picked the farm clean and burned the home-
stead. '

Meanwhile during their Fisher's Island residence, young Elijah had
not been idle. He had gone courting across the water to Long Island
and had brought back a Quaker girl with the glamorous name of
Bathsheba Sheffield. To my thinking it is this Bathsheba who must
always be the particular heroine of the Brown saga. It is she and not
her husband who dominates the tale. *

During the next twenty-five years amid episodes of terror and hard-
ships and many changes and some far wanderings and always the diffi-
culties and uncertainties of pioneer life she found time to bear fifteen
children all of whom grew up and with one exception married and went
forth to play their part in the world. No wonder that Mrs. Brown, the
gracious woman whom we are honoring tonight, declares that the num-
ber of her great grandmother’s descendants are beyond eomputation and
the ramificationa of her ever-spreading family tree past all finding out.

After their uprooting from Fisher's Island, they found some sort of a
home on the mainland near New London, Conn., where they must have
remained for some ten vears. However in 1789 when the New England
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migration to the lands of western New York was running at full flood,
Elijah and Bathsheba and their always growing brood joined the hegira
along with several other families and so came at length to Dresden in
Yates County hard by the holdings of Jemima Wilkinson, the self-atyled
"Universal Friend."

Now it was surely a goodly and a pleasant Jand to which they had
come but Elijah was not satisfied with the terms under which he held
this farm and after eight years he sold out his property intereats and

\ @nthering hin family and hisx household goods about him and yel &
\ fourth migration to Sodus in Wayne County. The present head of the

' cla after going back to view the land where his great grandfather

ﬂ settled tells me that he can hardly understand how he could have ever

1 ' brought himself to leave it. As it was, he stayed only six years. I have. =
the suapicion that by this time Elijah was a man afflicted with an

itching foot which could never be at rest except when it was on the
march.

The last family migration was in 1804. That spring Elijah went sixty
] miles to the west and from the Holland Land Company bargained for a
farm of one hundred acres lying one mile south of Lake Ontario and
fronting on the deep inlet of Oak Orchard Creek. It would seem that he
paid a considerable price for this land because as late as 1828 there l
still remained an unpaid balance of more than $800.00, on which, as
the Company receipts attest, he was paying $100.00 yearly. Perhaps it :
had not heen a very wise purchase in as much as while the end next to - |
the creek was deep, fertile, well-drained soil, the back end was a water- .
soaked black-ash swamp which vexed and discouraged his descendants
for a full century.

The faring forth to this new home was unique in that it was made,
not in an ox-cart following the pioneer trails, but by sailing the lake
in a bateau, a cargo-carrying craft at the date common on the lakes
and larger rivers of the state. It must have been infinitely pleasanter .
and more expeditious than the overland route although there was always -
danger in the sudden summer squalls that often swept the long reaches
of the big lake.

For the family migration and their stuff, several trips were necessary
and on the last passage, black disaster struck suddenly and irrevocably.
Elijah was seized with an illness so grievious that, according to family
tradition, he died before the boat made landing on the ereekside of his
newly purchased farm. His widow chose a little knoll that rose a_few
feet above the general level of this flat land and there they buried the
Master. It was a score of years before Bathsheba came to lie down by
his side. The Mra. Brown who is with us tonight writes me with what
I feel ia true eloguence “Great grandmother was left a widow in an
untamed wilderness; her only assets being a family of six sons and
I ﬁim;t daughters along with a steadfast, understanding and courageous

eart.” %

The other day I stood beside the very simple burial slab which stands
. above this pioneer heroine and asked myself the unanswerable question,

"'"*m__, = e i Fene -
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“RBy what strange miracle did she accomplish the impoasible in keeping
that great family together and creating for them a home in the
wilderness?"

In more recent years the Browna have eatablished an unusual custom.
As each child and grandehild is born there is somewhere on the lawn a
tree planted, dedicated to and named for the child. So it is that the
present home which atands on the site of the first cabin ia almost
embowered in trees. 1 could not but reflect that had this delightful
custom been put in effect in Bathsheba's time, the house instead of
being sheltered by a pleasant grove would, ere now, have been lost in an
impenetrable forest.

It was Elijah's second son, Elijah, Jr., who set seedling apple trees

: among the stumps of the forest clearing and so established what are

believed to have been the first orchards in Orleans County. This boy
did not have so many years to farm. He died in 1828 while still a rela-
tively young man. His youngest brother, Robert Morris Brown, took
over and carried on the farm. He married Fannie West and the pair
reared eleven children. There was one of these eleven, a son, Robert
Ralph Sheffield Brown who became the next Master of the Farm and
the father of the present head of the clan.

Today three different generations of Brownsa live on Orchard Dale
Farm. There is Harry L. Brown and Pearl Rowe Brown, his wife. They
represent the present grandfather and grandmother of the clan and
they are our honored guests tonight. Harry in his time has borne
almost his fair share of the burden and heat of the day and very much
bf-what you see are his accomplishments. Now, however, that he is past
eighty-one and so has sdttained the aummit of the serene sunset years,
he is, I think, well content to be merely a sort of Elder Statesman while
his son. Robert and his daughter-in-law, Angilean, sit in the drivers’
seat. May I say that these young people have taken over the father’s
task and are carrving on with over-flowing enthusiasm and impressive
skill.

And finally the seed-corn of the future and the hope of the dynasty
for years to be is veated in a daughter, Dorothy, now a student in
Syracuse University and a son, Ralph, still a student in High School.
It is both a great honor and a gredt responsibility to represent such a
distinguished family line,

The original farm which Elijah Brown settled on the inkt of Oak
Orchard Creek in the year 1804 was one hundred acres. With the passing
years as opportunity offered, these land-loving Browns have added
field to field until today the family domain is one solid block of 400 acres,
Isaac, the Hebrew Patriarch lives in history as “Isaac, the Well Digger."”
1 think these Browns may well be remembered across the years as
“The Tree Planters.” For a good deal more than a century, they have
been orchardists. There are now on their land 156 acres of cherries,
twenty of pears, twenty of prunes, sixty of quinces and a hundred of
apples.

A large part of their land has been systematically under-drained by
linea of tile Jaid three and one-half feet deep with the draina 34 feet
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apart. On the farm are more than fifty miles of auch drains and it is
thiz wonderfully cxpensive and laborious practice which haa converted
black-nsh swamps into most beautiful and productive land.

The farm home is amply large having been built in those spacious
days when it was expected there would always be troops of children
and the coming and going of many family guests, With the passing
years it has been modernized and beautified until now it is a place of
gracious and cultured living where many books look down from the
walls and tumble over each other in every convenient place. It is indeed
a far ery from that summer day a hundred and forty-four years ago
when Bathsheba steod by the water's edge in raw forest clearing to
receive the body of her dead husband.

Governor Dewey: For more than two full centuries and throughout

“no small wanderings the Browns have been farmers. Since 1804 they

have owned and operated the same acrea besides Oak Orchard Creek in
the township of Carlton. According to community tradition they have
been good folks, kind neighbors, public-spirited citizens, devout and
ardent churchmen and outstanding farmers, That particular countryside
has been a better place to live because they were a part of it. In my
thinking they as a family have through very many yeara symbolized and
exemplified everything that is best in life on the land. I wish to commend
them to vou as worthy recipients of the high honor of membership in
the Honorable Order of Century Farmers.

. J.VANW,, Jr.

The Order of Century Farmers was conceived in 1935 by the
late Dr. Carl E. Ladd, Dean of the New York State College of
Agricullure at Cornell Universily. The New York State Agricul-
tural Society appointed a commillee to nominale farms for this
honor and set the slandards for selection. These include the
primary requirement thal a ‘Century Farmer must own, operate
and reside on a farm which for a century or more has been con-
tinuously owned and operated hy his family, 3

The first Century Farmers were enrolled in 1937 at the 105th
annual meeting of the Agricultural Society., Herbert H. Lehman,
then Governor of our State, presented the citations to members of
the Century Farm families. Except for iwo war years, additional
families have heen honored each yvear al the Society’s annual
meeling until now with tonighl's citations from Governor Thomas
E. Dewey, forty-four families have been designated Century
Farmers.

New York Stale has many farms which have been in the same
family for a hundred years or more and, as the years go by, many
maore families will he enrolled in the Order of Century Farmers.
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istory ol Two ridpes i
Fellowing is a his ory of Two Uridges?s gliven thils afternoon by Mrs. Harry Crowm

at the formal enening of ithe new brideoe over Oak Orchard Creek:

Top 1itt32 harmlet of Two 'ridges where the third bridge we come to open teday,

ir oituated in the Town of Carlton on the banks of Cak Crchard and larsh Creghs

e former so ealled mapniificent oak trees which lined its banks and the latter

for its thick narshy dmmkx.borders. 76 15 still  a beautiful spobt 2nd we can

roadily ses why it vas chosen by our Corefathers as a place in which to build thie r
future heores,the streams were £i1led with slamon and other fish in zbundance and game
al -all kinds roaried Lthe Torest.

Come with me For a Cew minutes in the Tar distant past and ou will see,nol as
vou de today a quiet town, lourlshin; orchards and flelds of waving grain,but a
dense wilderness wich the Indians were still using as a huntlng and fishing grounds,

Into this vast reglons came the early pinnaer.s with few posessions but indomitable
courage and brave hearts.At first they suffered many hardships and privations.lo
roads hut Indian trails and the source of sipplies were far away.

The winters were cold and dosease ¥ns ever present,especlally fever and aguie whlch
often attaclked whole families at the same time.

J']'ID:’,’ were soon ahle te ¢lear some land and prow corn and other grainsmong the
etimp s bt "‘m' 5£11) had the problen of geting it into conditton for food.They
either had to rrind it in a primitive way at Home or take it sometines by a sinple
bapful 20 +'~ ’-‘f‘- w1les on horseback be bthe nearest mill,.Xeeping the fires geling was
a eonstant care as matches had not yet been invented.If the fire wenl out ,more had
to be ohtained from the nearest neiptbor ,usually several miles awal',

A1l ke lard in this section then called "The North Woods"was cwned by th
Tollard Tand Co and =2old "':L_!;' them to the early settlers,

™ 1 Zull T‘m families of E11ijah “rown and Job Shipmen came up the ke fron
Yavne county in oven ‘:mat & and on np the ereek to this point.Mr, Shipfan finally
settled ahom, three muarters of a mile further upstream and the Srowm family settled
shtiedog cahin which 1ijah and his son had previously bullt just up the west hill
from there thils bridge now stands.I'rom that time to thls that land has been owned
by his deseonda nte,ere 1ijah Browm ,Jr. planted the first apppe orchard in Crleans
suntfmar:: the other early settlers was the family of Asa Simpson,vho came by ci-team
fn 1719 and toolk 1z land three quarters of a mile southwest of the Uridges.Aboui
"m vears later he moved to a place Just webof Two Sridges where the Simpsen
hWemostesd o’ stands,

Later we find these nares closely assoclated with the early interests of the
bemt! iles, ! lond "l son, frov, Anderson, Teckwith, Sanford , Wil cox, Skkinner, VanCamp , Yest,
'eloey and Jererin.dt the !Tarber those of lurray,’lake,Clark,Ballous,Selheirer,Allen,
Mayer,Tod ey, Vordun, Rouphton, ,atu! In this immediate vi::inity.!ratt,Lol.hstnn.._nll
"c::i:_'rr-f‘., T u “1011 \sHood ,, trake and Cennant,

In these edrli timestransp ortation was difficult,Travel and comierce were
midficted mostly on the Ieke Jllie natursl harbor at the mouth of Cait Orchard
‘1ad heeon caryy recolmized, and it was thought a fine eity woyld develop there.
™is ,howerer, nover materialized, but the harbor was improved and in after years
larre eaining vescels came up the orocls, as far as thils place.In 1EC3 the !lolland
Tand Company mate a survey and badd out vhat was afterward lmown as Qak Drchard Bpad.
Tt “allowed ard Indian Trail and went from Batavia to QOak Orchard [larbor.}:.s

t+ tharirsh koad tTald onu an Urleans bounty.
Tnere ztill no bridres KD THHeVbAREE€L fording place was a d*'e ot & gupatraa‘n.
ny o roa have seon Lhe historieal marker that indicates the .

FROM THE FILES OF
ELEANOR W. WILDER
L ALBION.N.Y.
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Bridens wore bnilt rror both Oak Orehiard and T arsll oreoals

o s D 1) T T SR do Bip el B rophlaced S av e e
Vo ROTNG Sl e Pps Galofal aERa g L8 WRE replaogd o AR LT ot

Be ot abont 3P and tha tresent one in 1922,
2 ¥newm Yo us ae e nld covered Sridee  was wuild neve orver Ta b

Ty 10008 ,_',.'-1,_‘1._

Orehiard Trmﬁ“Tf

s impson was the oncinper din charge , It was =1 p1d3 landmark

Ml ve 411 hMated to sn8 tarm dovm in 17%1and replaced by the iren ove you see news
: HArenense was built by cimpson Bres din what is now howm as

ars Fllhow and

'

A later one at the gast end of the covered bridea.*his served

ping point fer *he surrounding ceuntry for many Years.As many as five
2d sailing vessels w re anchored here at one time obringing ties from Canada

T the Hat'.
AL an aarly daws
b ;

we find in theotewn: an- ashery and wagonshop and later two

shops, 2 harness and shoe shop, cooper shop dry house,two stores, two
tels,a sheoolhance and tie cliurches. 'he chiadren al] likes to stop ot Yr.Podzers

Blacksmith shop A

vppts,or Lo have

wateh Lim pound sub a ped hot horseshoe on his anvil and also
'9e and harness shop to be measured for a pair of copper tood

LW covers mtoon thige nalls,
i2ve no written record we are told that the first hetel wns a

Althengh e
brlet ane r-’-'.'i.-m:.l inge
nd wms replaesd 'y
as 2 hotel an! a

J15t west of the nilding now oceutied by our store,It bupned
the socohd store tuilding which was used for many :ears both

store..lr. Tennant and iy, Whalen were early proprietors,

Lemuellalsm

mtex Foulpr win

Er was one of the early store keepers and ‘as succeeded by Senjamin

vwas also postmaster for a nurber of years.James Waldron was
time,The Carlton postoffice was maintained here until the advent
Jemim Mamber followed I'r, Fowler as store keeper ard his father
was one of the early physiecians,,

Postmaster at one
of rural deliverylen

e hotal at the Pont of the hill ,%nowm in the early days as Willow Dell Temp-

erance louse wag ovmed ard operated hy I,%,Tennart and was always famous for its

Mine food,

Tn 1944 the

Captlst chureh was built on the east hill and Soon afterward the
o the west hill,Seme of the early pastors were Rgv.!llervey Blood,

errill and Skmuel Zacon M "ester Crowm and ranyothers, . he little schoolhbuse.
now-a dwelling h

ouse up the west hill,had many fine teachers and sent out many fine

Ten and wo

1en, [t was piven up and our fine two room school was built

on the east hill in 1916,
Trom an old diary we zet these interesting 1tems that help us farm a picture

= Lie ear;y days.

‘ebruary 2 -chopped in the wood . Sarah dipped candles,]3 dozen.
Two Aridres and got a rew overcoat from C.E.Wilder,made by hin,

danuary 5- Went to

25 ~"art ta the Fostoffice and frem thereto the lake ard helped
six times.hot a bony snoker as my share,

drav the seine

Soma of von ean

Taoe horsoon the 4

to ¥endall te see Teed about money.Got none,hard times,
ol nine lozen e28 te tho store and got nine cents er

remember vhen John tood,Mr, Nate and John Simpsen used ts

=0 on 014 Cal Orchard in winter time and in the swmoier time the
anoont at nipht by Tehp Podsers in his 11t#1e ﬁteﬁ":?woat..lﬁzrh

ighine rartias *+a41-

the fish a*tprqcten Tt

W avaning-

e building of the n.w, o n Tallroad and the completion of the Trie Tanal
Lected and Yle ug ‘»ifdres was ne longer an important siippin; nmeint
o mareh of
Sievo,ane bhrarah
e l"!"".,?.""ﬂ' {‘.

ey Pt R

n
S
Irhn vRE na

LA,

che Lirkt wansld Juaet risht inte the bLoat, sometisrr 15 or 20

progrecc. business bosan te weme. e find out towm tedsy with cne
hall, pon Taclesmity ahen o boat 1iveries ang SERTL cood Tlabins
“2afaluT rey Tr'ﬂaﬂtﬁﬂfiyth$eﬁﬁ&n§f§iisﬁarnaép*aﬂlﬁ@sﬁar#”“

gy Thn Dridees,
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