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The purpose of this project is to collect information sbout the
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recorded conversations with people whose experiences raflect

the county's growth,
These tapae and transcriptions will bs preserved as sducational

resources and possible publication (all or in part).
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Orleand Ooundsr Habtorical Asgooiation

arbember B, 1980 < Por the

Marjerie fauleineki of Adbiorn, MHew York is dinterviswing Nebbie Goodwin
PFerwis at her home on Houte 58, & short distanece soutl of the Five
Corners i Albdian " oy Yok M

I was born Mareh 10, 1904, in a ecobblestons lwuse on the Miller Road
in Barre. The honse lad been oilt some veors earlier by my mrand-—
L

perente, and They hnd helped pick up the stenes which werd into ite

father, Artemas James Goodwin, was born in the mame

cobblegtone hiouse same Forsy years or go before ma. At the time T

wae born, my mother (Alice Porter Goodwin arl o dressmaker working

For her, malting elothes Tor the lasd month or two of Mother's

rermaney. L aEpnened to pubt in oy appearance abeoad thet time.

Ry el i

draoamnl oo Ert Iy yonn [l Ly vt 1 1 -‘-*I'--".":L!"""O-‘.i] brotlio

by serape of eloth she'd ent for him

rhamas PolTey Zoodiing

ar produced for bim, so that he would lave something 0 do. I

weighed only Tour pounds, In facit, the doctor guestioned whether

I wvag big enough to Tunctien properly amd even srow ups L fooled

nim! I'we been fooling tlem ever since. T asked ny mother what they
iid with me ahe saidy "MWall, vour were rolled in a blanket, put in
el to lkeen warm, and yon were Fed barloy-cof'feg®. This must have
been gome tyne of forpmla, but T never had the sense to ggk Vothier

W what it was compeaed. T do lmow that lTarler has a greal mutritive

One thine in the area that wmirht be of intereat to pregent—day

i

peanle is g country school nearby Imown asg the Burma Schoolliouse.

milg i docated on Vaple Street hetween Jolmmy=Cake=lane and the

ililer foad. One of Lhe sariy fteachers was a young woman by the

aame of (larissa Be Lee . Years later, shie became one of my

prandmothers; mr mother®s mother, She teueht at 32,50 & week and

boarded aromnd. This meant that she 1ived with dilferent familiesd
PR I 16 A R R RTTEE: g g ] 4o S L L A 2 W e e i fatior; an

roTHAEr man, went ta b ammi pohonl ey Had twe ferme: g winter

he gohool winfer term usuallsy had a man feacher hecauge young men
could not work ontside ond went fo gohool, mome of them heing in
their early twenties. (ne of their early teachers, and one whem

wag Mr, Advin Allen He:was a8 little
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that. at stme times, there wors as many as ab least 50 who went
dehaol in ble winber time., ey had quite advanced teaching,

minddnes Tiovar mathenaties and some of the ether rudiments of

Tn the swmertins, the Jeasher was wmally a woman because, 20

!
B o, T e -
vt him i L ha onl b 1 le Fipla who weant 0 BeRiOtLs
| PR M 5 3 g 5 !
Aot This Tilng-alaoy Jolirdiy="1.m B=LelTie e | L BLOTY
g - B (R = TR Tty At T v Ty AT T ao
roneived 14 RS, or = 1 2 Pl 1= For 1ts name, 08CRUSE

same of 4he ehildren who came to school eprried Johmny-Cale in

rheir lunch molkets,

thhen T wasa't ouite three wears old, we moved to Lee Etreet,

whiah im mow 2314, The Tarm hwmd belonged for many vears Lo SOmE

memher of the Leoveland family who were my father's ancestors. We

Wourht the farm from my father's brother-in—law, Lewis PMorgan.

M for nerind af time, wr sdueation was more advanced tlhian many.

ir = " " T e L o i ] J . 1L Ji )
T sharted out v attending a country sehool; in Fach, District 8,

the tegchers whon T admived mosh; Miss Mabel Warner,

.

annened o e my firss and lsst country—school fteacher, oSie was

in the country

arsicularly Fine pergon, Bhe nof anly

setiool, btut wza a fine seamstress and uzed to do sewing for my

it was {rom her that I learned many

3 5 - ML | -
wather during the su

nl 1

af +he pudiments of sewing which I have used and enjoyed all my
it st Lhe time T was in the sountry school, the older boye and

weiild o to Albion to tiv Repents, and 1 reached the point

hepa T lasked only two subjects of being in high school. Those

5

were Higtorr and Englishe. 56 T went o AMbion and entered what

) T i =l
called '"Preparabory 'y a portion of eahion] whore oneg coild

}v o ebianta to oompe ki foar hirh [ st el vl mhart T '.'!' aohnol

urges. T was in Higs Sthel Thorpe's Toom, a remendously fineg
peraons one whaom 1 e always admired. J did pass my raqulrac
arvibe In Joerumre aned was then g Tull=Cladged Treghmare 30 BLEN

Tit41e bit difficult having entered at

]
fed
il

ganonl,
id=vear because I was always in the middle of courses, 80 wna
4

took a bilk lenger to complete the gohionl work. Incdue time,



elat-Nital el anter ocollose and 11 an campug In the fall,
I learmed that, frow high acheol, one ponld sbbtend Ceneseo State
ol Sahool Moy pd weeks and peoyre o license to bteach in a
gountry sphocl for Mg I wrocesded o do and hired out
———— e
i tegeh in oo hiome 10 "J"F:: bha®t Tollowing year,

eI fhink Back to pargon af 18 feaching a roomful of asbhout 19
youngevers won were in all grades but one, T wonder how I ever had

the nerve, and T wonder whether T ever taunsit Shem arnything! I mede
that remark one day, not too long amo, to a lformer mipil. FHe said,

Wilell, perhans we learned in spite of you", ind T think that may be

LTI

1

lgedless to say, T did finish the school year, I had earned
?5.00 a weel in salary. And that was the time at whieh 4% was
:oward a tedcher's galary for retirement. That was the
iret it had been done. Also, T was able, since I lived at home

to save sulficient money from that low salary to pay my college

expenses for my Creshman rear,

In 1927, I Ffinighed Wlmira College, ©lmira College happens 4o be

=+

the oldest women's college in this country, having been founded in

& now a co—educational institution, and this year, 1980,

ite 125th amniversary. T am prond to have been

et college. From collece, 1 started teaching in

Bigh school. [meing the period of ten years that T tausht in high

aciool, T did Dradeate study in Vistory at the University of Rochester,

fhin was done at suner sessions and with Reading e¢ouraes during the

echiool year, v teaching experience wos done

4
W |

Marathon, Clyde, and

Waverley, Wew York. On July 1, 1937, T was married to Arthur James

Ferris of Alhion, and we were Tortunate in having had 23 napny years

I =}

—— e

&
Moim b rliest childhood: was 4 litile ginl wl
yed the oul=of=doors. My sister, luth, was muoh older +han T

arndg ._._-51_:r._-.: owiar in Bhe houo ¥ and T Lecsme iKY Fatharts and 1y

brother's ahadow, [ mow T got dn thedr hair o eood many tine By
and we pot into a1l manner of HOTADRS, N we mangied bo survive,
Iy fathsr Towed na verw orief, ‘be entered into the fun with us.

was a kindly man, striet in discipline; who had great patience.
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g alwdaya had bime O Show Us LTy

pRbare W

%4l LWaad Aningd
a ‘meennd balyr woodehniek, whieh Joined

a dubbed

e now IR s a 1

fl=Y

eTris £

& suestions, T don't know.

1 * el - | s o]
wvay ook wp with my sontimiiing a8 il
S
17l s he loved hoolss Loved o db cappentyy
] I f I FIBTEES LED Iy i i 3
he world lat us kide uge 1ls

11 a Wis _-:_J:_'II:-I |.'§1.‘|"‘.'!r1_‘[‘, :'.,'..'I'"'.!

i e
tha aonditions that they were cl oaried when we inignea
k sl 1L L &l I , . e Sk

i i Yt he never oquestioned our
sl haolk where they helongnis nt ke never queshtion
i renal by fau P Wake thev ahonld be uped -_-"Hilr-l‘.!.y.
R L1 A T S R A 5 P veLLy L 1 ]

st Tam o Ehat we learned a4 freal tes of +he out—of=dCorH.

L] i oy T - = |J-II &
im mhout Flowsrs, hirds, and als, and so fowd

Lo ke weint ouh things. The love

LA i S e e +,,-|'.'
s o} T have at the present tine can be bhribuated greatlhy

;! rrads  Te was working in the

A1 marmer of Lhings we le

L b K iie e Ata mather
one: Lime and found a baby voodehtick. Apparently itz moth

—— e 8 iy, 4 Y noalet and
ritleds Te pub the baby wopdehuck 1n hia frogk pOCket &

fre Pield, In & little while, he found

workding to the end of 4 f

Fhe Tirat. Those two woodchucks,

B 1 X - =il i - ey =t "-i-"._
Pelmelie and Susiet, lived with us fox at least thres

0 L gt =

anil ware grast coppanions o

1 { and eone of Ehe 1ittle ways
S e
le things to Her f=ziom

R Fepmp % - law
ardly a day went uy

swa it MLlEnG

1{+t1le prass, a pretty leaf, a 1ittle bird feather,

1 073 wir. coiled in & ot on the top of her head. 1 can
jr=nin, putting a little ohject in its
k] ’ H

et i one of my fondest

and shoving it back in her hair,
embrancas of my nother,
ar of animals, T shonldn't let i+ o by without felling you
- _. ot Chad Hrll g [ =32 £ Lk u \

i Tl o o £*
another net that we had. We haa wil Le rabbits, and two of

e ( Y e e Bahd e e W
\hite were (roat neta. One of them had the habit, Wy the way,
] g Wl 3 [l ('
g i { T Tl ¥ s
into the sarden and breaking ol oo of my mother s
1T T T il o

Lar =3[ € M = o2 s A v fa i o b f Bl e
q ! | s % warpened. fhe
Vg i) ima " ] ] aal-led Yin al - i (BRI
.
i _ 1l g ek Tt
Wivgrenar Ty (ol i
- i wir Bk har
felt very, Yor radlys | yeLe Aty i
1 ~71 4 |--|1..:. :'.l._'-"__r:':_'l"Li -!._!_,_.‘,' T '!-"!'i_"l.-l"_'_'r_“ T OTne -]"l.-



hanahge we decided we ghould have a funeral for "Funny". In the

sarden, ¥other had = great many astors becauge that was the time

in tha history of this leocality thabt there used to be an Annual
tetor Sunday when people tool astors to the cemetaries. It was

and people wied with each other

made & great occasion in the area,

tn hawve the ricest flowers. GSo we usually had gquite a mumber in

told us that we eould have astors fo put in

Whny'a” coffine, The coffin was 2 cardboard frui t=jar-box which
v Tined with the astors and placed "Funny® inside, Like many farm

Faciilies that had pete, we had an animal cemetary ok baek of the

harn: o we prapared a plage for "Fumny'sY burial, At the time ‘thia
;| E 1

wes @ll happening, my eister had a girliriend visiting her, so they
tad to attend the funeral with my brother and me, Being

oldar, +they didntt take it ag sericusly as ) brother and I. The

wea preached by my brother and wag @ very gerious affair

ug, and we wept copiocusly. TFowever, the two alder girls laughed

Hiaip hgade of f whicsh didn't make feel any better. Bub, in due

da e 1 wh oo | = I -+ : |
8, "My was buried.

is time went on and T grew a bit older, il was my desire and

loyed working outside

§
St

willinsmees to help outdoors, and I have eI
to the prenent time, not because T have to, but because I want to
gid do like it Aaele 41 those early doyvs of farming, it was very

Marant Crow the present Lima. Mharn was no work done with

prnatinrs o eombineay tlere was no electricity or anpliances, and

st on, It was a rather crude period of gristence. At that tice,

bé phildren ench had eertain ways of earning meney. The principie

mertine was by driving

wayr of which T had fo earn money in the

an the rorse-fork by picking up apples andd Doiatoes, My pay was

five pents Tor each load of hay and five cents Tor each bughel of
apoles or not . 1 couldn't niek up potatoess very mach because
T wag affected by the smell of the new skin of the potatoes. I've

mid sinoe T am really allerpgic o that and to quite a muiber

af other {Hings Gut T bappily picked wp apples and didn*t do Too



driving on the
£ :

re just mentioned that T did was

Nne . of fhe thing Ehat I have

horse—-Forks also driving on the lLiay-loader. The

hapas=fork, in case Jyou don't lonow what T am falling about, was like

q very large grappling hoolk, Mink, for instance, of the utensil

il o nair of scigsprs thas ia used in merving

we uge nowadays, 7
Halnds, where the tong part of the server Glense THAE is very

1 Lhe W A hinrea—rarl woTksa. T+ wan attaghed to & long Tope
T 4 Wi 3y E ftohed o f WlLppLe troa on the OTSE,

i | [ T P - i} o y TR, 1S
11 fhe way o the peax of The batH and DacH,

nd anywhers sround the LoD af +ie load of uay which would be on

e parn Floor underneathis I bowms arvanged by pulleys 80 that,

vorse started to pull, it yonld tighten the tongs on the

track

=

el ant rajse it to the raot of the barn. Thare wag

L A2

$he peak of the barn. Wnen he fork reached a pertain

point at the peak of the baTm, it swung off {o the right or left

= the onerator designated, out over a hay-mow, and coul d be tripped

[S55]

in unlozd at - specified noints The person driving the horse contin-

wed to dyive awgy from the bary snEil the overator of the Fork
Lowae around and went back

pllered “hoa'. Then, you tmrned Yo

1] o a1 ] T3 - 2 1] -
saady for the next load. T waa able Lo acd

o Tittle meonsy from that becanse, Very aften, we would have as marny
oe G 1oads of hay during the enmimertine, and, at five cents & load,

ronantead upt

o Horse=lorke.

T would think it wonld be called the Haying-Fork.

T guppope 1t wae & Nay forle, but T suppose we ealled it a Forse Fork
haraigs 11 ] el ar Torl wi 1 & wmdle which A paeractl
1 ", Va d V17 3l voret T e e 1t was gt |_'| =2k '51-::
m leren, 1in Some ogy -4 waan o HorSen was uaed, Alagy out in
o fial o i I aaad o elevidh Fig: Jas From the o
i a winter ald to the load JETEgoN Was Tequl rad Lo
viga tle bagm on the wATon W 30 e the ma was ShTre - |_1-;_. the 1-."., in AL8

Tase on the wagon When i+ woe hroaght Ul G wag !

i fEam e T | s =) .'- nred et VAt .
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pmether tmuortoet nart of The harvesting season Wis the tThreshing
wiieh was donie By & luge mac which was placed on the barn floor,

orerated by oulleys and a bell from a steam engine that was set at

some dintarce subtside. lielp was provided by farmers changing helD.

They wers provided thelr disner by the Farmer at whose home they

. — : ; S |
vave workinis The muraose of the thrsehing machine was that of a
modorn combine which separated the kernel from the chaff, and the
straw was blown throngh what we ocall a blow tube, into tre

barnyard at the back, or inte a wow in the barm, If it went onte &

stack in the barnyard, there wers men who 1 led it %o make o straw-

giack, and thizg was agad for heddine for the livestock during the

]

winter period.

L

vany peonle, when they are working these days, plan on having

coffae breals, morning and afternoon. CLoffee breaks actually are

rpening new, During the harvest season or tlhe farm, we always lad

anilfee breatz, IT the men were worl

in the barn, 1t was usually
aftar o load of something had been Finished. If it were in the field,
one of us clildren usually took the food and beverage 10 the field
wiers the men were working. That would be mid-morming and mid=
afternoon. My mother found that, very often in the morning, the

men found Tully as mugh enjoyment from a hot dring as a cold, =o it
was very often sither hot tea or not cocos. T can't reeall that it

wan ever coffee. In the afternocon, it was apt to be one of two

boveragea: either lemonade made from fresh lemons (of course), 0T,

Giat we sall "switehsl®, I've been tempted to txy awitehel someday

™

s L
0 Bee 11

wewld famte ag pood as it used to., Tt probably woul dnt't,
It 4t wag good.

WEat wag it mede of, lettie?

T+ wee made basically of singer, brown sugar, vinegar, and then ecold

i
e = e sy e nn e 4N pdagn g 19 Pt maration For iee
YW ERT . o iece yater DeSauBe Lhae was ne Fripgeratlon LoT XCe,
i vas waler pamped Trom tha 11 mo that it would

Ffer R  E AT L ey SRR
- y ->_b_|- | % 1 =' s By 11 '“'r"'-'?‘-"'\\.f-:" ] Tananuer
aften mr tank So help prepars the lemonade or swl Tohel,
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we did ma recreation beeause, of course,
S

in that fimey there was no television or radio, and automobiles were

Jqust coming into existence, In fact, T wae driving a ear to hish

i1

sehool at the end of my school year in 1522, which wasn't usual,

tne of the sreat anjoyments i my family was reading, f requently

ing aloud, T should indicate one whing here. We had lighting

on the famm wiich wany people didn't have. We didn!+ have kerpsene

alled an acetylene pas plant, with a
lant in the basement wiieh was operated by carbide as a source of
fuely T muess vou'ld ezll ity and it was nipaed througnout the house,

We even liad a two=brurer hot—mlate in the kitehen which was Very

andy on hot summer days or eveninma. Put we did have lighting

o1t vy and this dincluded & nice reading lamp

Ao hT s the snbire house

4L

cn our library table that sat in the middle of the room, This made

for good vision, #nd rEnally, peonle who wers reading and sewing

sat nearer the light so that siiey had good 1ipht with whieh o fee,

e also lwd o water syatem in the houge, which wasn't usual. The

water of this system was contained in fwn bBig iren tanks in the
hasement, each of wiich would Lold around 20,000 gallens of water,

Tle pressurs for cur water was provided by a oline engine which

munped the

inte the tanks. One tank bad weli water, one rain

HaLare In the same of the cellar that the one tank and the
mrEine wa Laced, there was aluso a washing machine, a churm, and

lnes & cream separetor, There were shalfs suspended from the
ceiling with belts that went to palleys on each of these pieces of

equipmaent, the shaft bei ne turned by a mulley from the engine,

woy very often, if the tank was beding Filled with water, it would
1

be done on wash day so that Mother ceuld do the washing at the

£y

pame: time that harlk was Fi1line wikl waher., In gome cages,

Tlye evarn haa 4 taraine + 2 alnarn 16 e Shome T . EI.I'F_"'__-' e

Lo the women of the Mouse,

[ think et Actuallyy I think my fatiier wis a Tather Progressive
farmer in nis thinking, T resember even helore we put in the whole

Jjatem ourselves that a salesman cm gy ot Tp & miniaturs pland




Ferria g

in the fromt yard, and people all avound t neighborhiood were

imrited Lo see the demonstration. So I think ithat my father was

little bit advanced in bhis thinking in seme of the things he did.

veeall now one of the sreatest pl wres of his 1life and one of

the thinss ke enjoyed the most was when electricity came to the

ol

tad in it! Mhat really has done more for

uld sarv, than almest anything that has bean done
auge it hap made 1t posaible for people to live in the country

and have the same modern facilibies as those who 1

] o live in villages

=

Heviner electricity really Ims been one 0 f* the greatest changes
bt han come in the last fiftyr years., It has added se mach to
the lives of people; not only on the farms, but elsewhere; bt

articnlarly to those af ua w0 are Tiving on the farn, 1% has

.'-r:".‘-"-:'j']‘_"_‘l eilvew]  anel a’l "‘:(l. 115 a0 nic it |_'l‘--';'.'| T |:-.--ll '| 1.‘-r|'“'|_1r{ e |'I | .'|'L‘I

e rrenbeet accomplighments of fhdis whol

y i y v T
8 OXede B A

arted with mentioning "recreation', didn't T7

menbionad reading and then side-tracked because of our type of
sax that, once in a while, carbide would run out
in the machine, and everything in the house would go dark. We

world just have to wait until Father could go dowvn cellar, put

in seme more carbide, ard get the thing peing.

Tn the evening, we were & family of usually seven or algnt people

because there were thrée of ua children, my father and mother,
pmielly 2 lired 11 (whe wonld be termed a "Domestic" these days,

wt @ verson who 1ived in with us), and a hived man, Mg who hired

147, ME CABe, in faot, our

irad pirl and gur red man wers married. 'There's a family, by

the way, in the esrea by the mame of Gaylerd, and the Gaylord girls,

Hosa and Jerny as we called them; were our nired girls for many,

-] 1 e - ife e ¥ e
many years. 'They ved with ug, one girl or lthe other, 1Or marg




"

3

ferria 10

vearsg and were practically part of the family and called my parents
"Pah and Mo Soodiin"s alwaye very close £0 s, and sEill are for

thiet matter.

Reading and eating apples were Trequently two things that went on

at the same time, Uswally, it swas Mother or Father who read and
seeled apnles ... one would read, ihe other would peel apples,
Fathay more ofben would pesl the apples, and Mother read, TFather

o dowm cellsr early in the evending and et & whole par of

wonld o

anplessy bthey could be Northern Spye, Greenings, lubbards, Gravensteins,
and so onn. We usunlly had our cheodce of the variety before a particu-
ipr apple waz peeled for uss There had been establisghed in our

neipghborisod at that period whalt T would call a "Boock Cirele™,

This included maybe as many as 15 or 20 farm families in, =ay,

a mile gguare area avouwwl us. Eaeh family bought a boek, Az I
think baeck to the bopks, I think back, for instance, to such books
as "Girl of the Idiherlost", "Frepgkieg™, "Me Harrester", books by
Yare Grey, "he Mohicans™ by James Penimore Cooper, and many oihers,
mogt of them fiebion, a few non=Cictien., Teuzlly & book was passed
to the next family teking sard, to your left. You kept a book aboub
two weelis, then pasgsed it on smmin to your left,; and kept passing it
arcound wntil wesks later, you reeeived bacl your-owm books In that
Wwary, each person had the expensze of just one book, but had the
onjogment of many. Thia provided a great desl of enjoyment, not
only for vour immediate Tamily, btut the winle neighborhood. That

vas a perdiod of enioyment.

We algo played mamass We had acguired Trom a ¢ertain source
a huge round table, hig encugh for each of us fo sit around. Oux
Tavorlite games of the fime were Pity Hooly, Authors, and somelimes
Juat watching two plmy a2 pood pome of Checlera. It might ewven

b Domiroess,
Oribbagza?

Vo Oribbage; none of the ptraight caxd games. My mother did not

beliéve ir +he use of so—called 'playing cards'. So I never
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manyr commnity activities.

qur exiptence we all
+ amounted to be

variocus other instru-—

wo were forfunate in
pantlenan nearby, & woman who was

srtin Kesnan, wWho  gave msic

talented person, When
+o live with an uncle
T4 was handy for us
My brother took
a great pleasure o
talke frequent lessonag,

do that very readilys

Many of us wers devoted

shureh atbendanbta. M ehildy T remenher roing Bo the Wes'h Harre
tathindish ol When we moved bo Lees Gtreet, Fhers was Some Jques=
Yor mE to which elaeeh W8 would attend. We choge the AMbion Japtist
Crmrely 1 rimarily besanse my (re Lmandmother, Phosbe Pajne
vre aridl, |-: ..-;' _:'I' A ;."f|_|.'!_ e ”;!, t 1 f R B 175 AL Member Ol
vl mina 1860 . 1l ¢ oreanlsatilion algo in the nel Ligngre=
aod eallaed "Parmers! Aldls T think 1% mmet have been assocd shetl
i some e bowd 5, larger organizabiol, ut T don'd know just
met. g Fad aanle in the area would .al torether, parbieulaxiy
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during the winter monthd, about anee a nontl, Ffor social times,

Terr often, there would be a program of some kind and refreshments.
t was just a good time for the people to get together and discuss
Pheir difficalties and pleasures, and it was vexmy sreatly enjoyed.
Aiso, produce of various types were purchased as a group whiei
wonld malke it possible to met them at a more favorable price. TFor
instance: Thearrels of suger, flour, fertili=zer for the farm, =some—
tives seed of various types for the farm, T don't lmow what finally
napneneed tn the organization, but; like many other early organiza-
tions, it died a natural death. But it provided a real need for

Farm Familiea.

Then there was the "Grange", an organization of farmers, a few

of which still renmain, but they are becoming move scarce all the time,
That also provides a real need for farm families. One of the things
wiieh it provided back in the early days is what we would call nowadays
“eeoyp oand farm insurance. liembers could get fire insurance al &
very reasonzble price, tut it reguired the person o belong to Grange.

‘mel proud that my father hanpened to have been the First Master

of Barre Grange. e was also on the committee with other people like

Thrron Grinnell, Will Delano, Herbert Steele, who worked on the Building
flommities for the Grange Hall in Tarre Center, which is atill used.

ol 5

ien the Grense was Tirst started in the area, they met upstairs in
Jonlegon and Rice's Shtore, lopated in Barre Center., Thers is =%ill a
abore in the mame huilding in the center of Barre Center. The Grange
med thare {or many, many years, and eventually wenit to the new hall
whicny: % wae eomplobeds I remember Deing n pnrd of a Negten Tea,
mrtting on deprees in Barre Grange, as o young person, We used to
have & sreat time, We had our speeial outfit we wore, and we not
only gave the degrees for candidates of our own Grange, but visited

ctier Granges and gove degrees there, It made a social time for

sia whale svoun of voung paople. That is something T will never forget.
inother thing which wae quite populax ai the periecd waa a Singing

A4

tehonl.  An individeal by the name of Joy Marmalee tavght a Singing

Behigol for venrs nml was very widely known Tor doing thad.



Aot what neriod of timo was the Singing bGotiool¥
Taat wag when 1 waes fust & smpil ebild.

T mentioned thab one of our hired pirls and hired men married
eventually, They were poing together, and they nsed to like to
o to Singing School. This was back probably somewhere around 1910,
but the Singing School did continne for many years alfterward., It
was going at that time, and T think Jay Parmalee was doing it then.
Wather let this couple talke a horse = in the wintertime, it would
be ona gleis: - bo ro to S3inging School, Barre Center is about
Ehroe oy fhure miled away, atd Varyy and Jenny were golmg up Jolunmys
Galde=lone, Up the voad a~waye (of course, the roads weren't plowed;
there were snow drifte), they came %o one place where the road was
near a barn, and there was a great big snow drift. So the track where
people went went aroind the snow drifi. Apparently Harry and Jenny
weren't paying sufficient attention to the driving, and the old horse
wag more or less on is own, and e turned out to go around the
gnoy drifi, but he didn't zo quite far enough and he tipped ithem ouil
It was an cpen eutter, and it 'Isi'lﬁpesl them and the lap robes out,
but tHe putter didh'h tip over: it straightoned up and the old hores
nevar stopped. So here they were, and the “orse had gone on down
tie roady 8o tney piclkad themzelves up and siarted walking dowm the
rond B0 Find the horse. They ket going, got over ombo Manle Strest
a2t Jermy's homes ot her brother wie hitehed up the horpe amd sleigll,
ard they all headed for Barre Center. When they got to Barre Centen,
I ruess to the chureh where the Singing Sehool was being held, they
rned in the drdve and went aveoond back o 1lie horse ghed. There,
very nicely placed, without hawing hit a thing, was the old horse

the carriagze. Wien they spoke %o lim, he whinned at them!!

ThHat wEe dn tie deys of the Singing Schogl,

{end of taped intervieow)

ratiseribed by Mardorie Radsinglsi’ of Alblong lew Yorks
dited e Felon Medlligver of Vedina, New York,

Wirindl fyping bW Lois Neilllinter of Reelester, Wew York,
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