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Hr. Wilson Fox
East Bates Road
Medina, New York

Mr. Wilson Fox was born November 30, 1893,
Interviewed by Mr. Ardesn MeAllister.
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¥y birth date was November 30U, 1893. I was born right here, in
this house on kates Hoad about & mile and & half out of Fedina,
on the west side of the road.

What was your father's name, and can you tell us a little bit
about your father?

His name was William. In the first place my father came from
Germany when he was three years old. The family settled up around
Niagara Falls, in & place by the name of LaSalle. Then they kind
of split up, Some of the girls went west, and some stayed; but
he finally landed here, see, and worked fop my grandfather....
What was your father's name, originally?

William Fox, but in German it was Fuch, They changed it when they
came over here. 1 don't know why.

Yfour fathner came here to work for, what was the name?

sdward Wilson, which would be my grandfather.

Okay. Tell us a little bit about your mother.

Well, my mother, I didn't know too much about because she died
when I was only three Years old. All 1 could ever find out was
that she was g pretty nice woman. You know what I mean? And I
guess she was. Her name was Anns Wilson, ..,

Your mother died when you were three; and your father remarried
and had a second family?... Did you have some half-sisters?

I have three of them: Florence Britt (after her marriage), Ruth
Foot, and Verna henyon (now Verna Reed as she married sgain. Her
first husband died, see.).

Was it your grandfather that had 8 rather interesting association
with the Civil war?

My grendfather, my Lad's father

What was his name?

I never heard his first name. Never did. My Dad might have told
me but I forget, you know. Ne, I can't remember,

Uo you want to tell us a little bit about him?

well, at the time of the (Civil) War, it seemed as though that
anybody here that could afford it, they could hire somebody to
take their son's place in the war, see. And that was wnat was
offered my grandfather, $2,000.00. My grandmother didn't want
that at all! She hsd the family, you know, and she'd rather he -
and that winter he got killed in the waods,

How did that happen?
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F 1 don't know. 1 suppose a tree rell on him, or something, which
it does s lot of times you know.

Mc How ironiec that was.

F That's right. Then she wished, naturally, that he wWould have had
the $2,000. and he might have been alive if he went through the

War. Evidently that must have been the Civil War.

Mec Then on your mother's side, you were related to the Tanner's that
were pioneers. (Yes). The Wilsons, somewhere back in there, inter-
married into the Tanner family. (That's right).

Mc Where did you first attend achool?

Right here on this bates doad, in a one-room schoolhouse, of course,

|

sbout a mile down the roasad.

Mc Do you have any particular memories?

F Well, I stayed there until the sixth grade and then I went to
Medina for a couple of years. I finished school in the seventh
grade. I passed that, and that was the end of my schooling. Ch,
about this achool down here: 1 remember getting there, you know,
and sometimes you had to wade through asnow. You didn't have no
snowplows then, you know. You'd just have to get through the best
way you could, to attend school.

Mc You probably walked?

F Oh yes, yes. No place for a horse if you got him there, you know,
to Xeep him. Yeah, had to go by foot.

Me ‘was that true of the Medina schoola?

F Well, I think my Dad used to take me sometimes. You know it was a
little farther. Then in the summers of course if I couldn't ride
up, 1 had a bicyele, you know, and when it was good I could ride
that bicycle too; see.

Mc When the weather was right.

F That's right, and the roads were alright.

Me Do you remember any of your teachers?

F My gosh, I can't. Une of them was named Lottie Wells. My wife's
got the whole list of them there. (See section II of this transcript).

Me Where was the school in Medina located at that time?

F Hight practically where it is now. They called it Academy then.

Me Okay; now will you tell us what your wife's name was?

!

Luls Gnrpgr. We didn't live very far apart and wWe met
»

I guess,
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good and everything; we'd hold it in the barn.

And sometimes you'd have them in the house too?

Uh yea, guite often. Oh yeah, that's where they'd be moatly held.
You probably had something to eat?

Oh yeah. A little lunch would have to go along with it.

When you got through school, what did you do for a living?
Farmed. Come right here and worked ever since until, you know, I
retired here.

How large s farm was this?

106t acres. We had a hired man that lived right here, in with us.
Hired him by the month them days, you Know. |
What kind of pay did a hired man get in those days?

$30.00 a month. That was about the tops and that's what 1 remember
paying; the last 1 had. Thirty dollars a month and rcom and board
of course,

Do you remember the names of the men who worked for you?

Yes, Arthur Lske was the name of one of them; Eddie Wasnock was
one. You maybe know him?

Did he live near-by?

Yeah.

In those real early days you probably needed some extra help?

Oh yes, when the harvest time came; oh yea! Tomatoes and picking
apples, you know, you'd have to. And 1 know sometimes I'd hire
them piece work. Most generally that kind of work. By the barrel.
Of course apples was in barrels in them days, you know, as I
remember it. And you'd hire them to pick by the barrel. Tomatoes
they'd pick by the basket, you know. 50 much a basket. That's the
way that worked out.

Where would you find people to help?

Well as far as picking apples, there was generally people coming
galong at that time of year loocking for work. Migrents I guess you
would call them, from the south back to the north. That's what I'd
get for the apple picking. For the tomatoesz, 1 know there was s
fellow by the name of George Bacon; lived over on the other road
over there. He would pick my tomatoes. He would, you know, take
sort of a contract to pick them. lHe'd do most of the picking with
a little of my help probably.
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Mc In the days before you got migrant help, where did you get your

help from?

¥ Well, outside of the harvest time 1 wouldn't need anything; only
the hired man that 1 had, see. He Look cure of everything pretty
Eood.

Mec Did you have, well, they used to csll them hoboes?

F Yes; that's what you'd call them in those days. Yeah, and they
usually were pretty good help too; most of them. Of course that
was sort of their life. They'd come here and then they'd go back
south. And it wasn't new work to them because they experienced
and understood their work pretty good.

Mc What kind of living accomodations did you have for them ¢

F well, 1 don't know. Tney didn't live in here with us. I just forget
you know. ...

Mc Would you find some of them in your haymow once in awhile?

F Yeah, I'd find some of them in the barn. I found a fellow in there
one morning when I first went out to milk. My land, he was = of
course he had his clothes on; what he had. And his shoes was
frozen! Froze right down on him almost Yeash, ice!

Me You have mentioned apples and tomatoes. Did Yyou have any cows on
the farm?

F Oh yesh. I never used to keep a big lot of them. About eight or
nine or something like that. Seven or eight, and sold milk from
them. ... They were mostly Holsteins.

Me Who did you sell your milk to?

P One fellow was Alvin Eskelson, He was a dealer and I used to draw
the milk to him. That's the only one 1 can think of that I sold
to. Well, Charlie wardl There's another one. I used to take milk
to him some too. He 1lived up on the hill here. He peddled milk
too and he didn't have enough for his customers, so maybe a year
or two I sold to himg; you know.

Me Did both of those men have routes in Medina?

F Yean, that's right.

Me Did you have any horaeg?

F Yes, I used to keep at least four and sometimes five. LGenerally
have a couple of teams You know, and then what we call a driving
hiorse, for the buggy here or the cutter or something a little
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lighter maybe. Not for working too much. Well 1 also, sometimes
I had mules instesd of the horses, you kKnow. 1 had a span of mules
at one time, and horses.
Were mules better for working than horses?
Well, they were pretty tough and they would stand a little more
than a horse would; and eat less!
what about the other live-stock? Did you usually have pigs?

A couple for our own use,
How sabout chickens?
Oh maybe 35 or LO; something like that, you know. Of course we'd
sell a few eggs too; but not no great big flock.

Cen you tell us anything about your first tractor?

Yes, It was iron wheels. A Ford. The first one, and it cost me
$600.00 brand new. 1 thought that was, you know, quite a price.

My brother-in-law was a salesman for tractors and cars them days.
I went in the place one day (his name was Harley Britt) and I
says, "You got anything here in the line of a used tractor, Harley,
that I could have? My horses are getting kind of tired and 1 would
like a tractor to do my heavier work." He says, "You don't want

no used tractor! Get yourself a new one!" "Well", I says,"l don't
know."Six hundred dollars was a lot of money them days, you know.
"Well", he says, "Go ahead. We'll take care of that." So I got the
new tractor and boy, was 1 proud of that! It was a pretty good
tractor too.

Have you any idea when that would have been; what year?

1t would probably be in the late twenties 'cause 1 know the next
one 1 had was a rubber tired one and sits out there by the barn.
It's done me ever since. That has been a good one too; another
Ford. That was a '3 new, see. So the other one had been worn

gut by that time. So it must have been probably, I would say in
the late twenties. Somewhere aslong in there.

1 suppose you could plow more acersge s day with your tractor?
What would you eastimate you could plow with your team of horses?
One and a half acres. That's asbout the limit. If you had pretty
good plowing, loose ground inastead of sod, you might shove them to
pretty near two acres a day. But with a tractor of course you do
twice as much because you have a two-btottom plow. Now they've got

seven or eight bottom plows! But 1'm telling you, when I got that

I thought I had it made. You know that took a lot of heavy
wWork
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off of the horses and man too, of course; sit on the tractor.
You wouldn't have to walk behind and follow them.
Tomatoes wWas one of your big ecrops, for a long time?
Yes, 1 most generally growed some tomatoes.
I guess that during the first horld war you had trouble getting
enough help. Did you put your wife to work then?
Well, she helped, I'm telling you! Setting tomatoes and fertilizing
them. You had to fertilize by hand; take s handful and go arcund
the plants. Zvery plant, that way, after they was set. well, I'll
tell you there was quite & shortage of food at that time too, if
you remember. This country had to feed the countries over there;
you remember that. Of course 1 told you thet once in the War that
I had to be drafted and examined and everything. But they left me
alons on the farm here to harvest the crops, see, until November.
And then the wWar waa over. Otherwise I'd of had to went too. You
remember how the Germans was taking the shiploads of produce
going over there to England and everywhere. And sll they could do
was feed them. That's the reason they kept me on the farm I suppose.
Just as important as it was to go over there, wasn't it? 'Cause
you couldn't fight on an empty atomach.

To whom would you sell your tomabtoes?

Well, there was & canning factory here: birdseye; and then Heinz
too. 1 s0ld them at different places some years you know. lNot sll
at the same place.

Did you grow beans? -

Ch yesh. wWhite pea beans.

Would you sell those to Heinz?

No, they generally went to J. J. Jackson in Middleport. There was
a Bean House there that bought... 1 got s pretty good price one
day for a load of beans. 1 guess there was a shortage around the
country, you know, and there was s pretty good price up here:
eleven cents, and that's about where it is now. I sent a load up
there and it came to eleven hundred dollars. He said that was the
biggest check he ever sent out for a load of beans. And that come
from herel! 1 used to have pretty good luck growing beans. I had
good land for that, and climate too.
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I I didn't have to use much fertilizer either. It seemed to grow
pretty good without it. Now-a-days you know, they think nothing
of four or five hundred pounds of fertilizer; maybe six or eight.
But I think in those dats I put on maybe a hundred and fifty or
two hundred, and that would be s lot, I thought, Sometimes, not
any. And I1'd get a good erop of beans.

Me ‘what about pesticides and spraying?

FWll, you had to spray apples of course, maybe a couple or three
times. You had to spray 'em early in the apring, I know, for what
they called scale. Uo you remember that? Scale? They used to spray
'em with lime and sulphur for that. Then later of course, for the
worms. You'd have to use arsnic of lead, and other things in there;
poison.

Mc Who would you sell your apples to?

Well, that's kind of a question because there were different places

1

I sold 'em to. Charlie Dye was one man that would buy them. You
remember Charlie Dye storage, here in town.

Mc Would you sell some to Heinz 'mctory?

r Drops generally went to Heinz for vinegar and cider. The pick=-ups
off the ground, you know. There'd always be plenty of them by the
time you got them picked. Or if You got a little wind, there'd
be a lot of them falling. (sold to the Hoffman Mill sometimes).

Me You packed the¢ apples in barrels?

F Yeah; that was quite early in my days here. They went in barrels
then. Then I would deliver. I know one time I would deliver 'em
up to the canal, the dock they had, and loaded them on the boats,
after they was wa= packed in these barrels and headed up. You had
to be pretty fair about that; for shipping, see. I guesas some of
them went meross to gngland. You'd have to deliver them. That was
in horse and buggy days, of course. I'd have what they csalled a
barrel rack on the Wagon.

Me Mr. Fox, you probably had to have ice in your house. Where would
jJou get that, in the early days here?

¥ From the abandoned quarry up here. It used to be Charlie Ward's
farm. The Wakefield's are there now, and that was where the gquarry
was and is. Where they swim - that's the one. I think it used to
be called the MeCormick {uarry 'ceuse they was the original people

there,
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Mc Did you ever watch them cut it?

F Oh yeah. The neignbors would go together kind of and cut ice.
Like threshing and everything like that. You know, we didn't spend
much money for help. You'd just help one another then. We'd go
there when the ice got the thickness that we needed. We'd go there
with an ice saw.

Me You'd do it yourself?

¥ Oh yeah. Urive the team right out there on the ice and drag it
right out of the water with ice hooks; load it on the sleigh and
bring it home and put it in the ice-house. Pack it in sawdust, of
course. 1t had to have sawdust.

Me Did each farm have its own icehousef?

Well everybody that sold milk, 1 suppose. Ehey had to have it in

£

the summer time; some way of cooling. They didn't have no other

refigerator, or ice boxes in them days.

Mc Has water ever been any problem on your farm? The availibity of it.
No, there was always plenty of water. We always had pretty good

ry

wells here, but you had to pump it by hand. You didn't have no
electric pumps in those days. You had to stand for the cattle
and the horses, and everything, you know. Stand there for maybe
hours, to fill the tub up, you know, for the day.

Me¢ That was really a major operation, wasan't it?

F wWell, it waa, I'11l tell you. Then you had to carry it into the
house for your house use., There wasn't anything piped in them
days. It was all done the other way. The cattle , I'd let out to
drink in the trﬂugh; bBut the horses, I'd lead 'em out one at =
time to drink, see. S50 I'm telling you the old way took time,
bBut then they was plenty of it in those days, I guess. Nobody
seemed to be in too much of a rush.

Me You'd work long hours.

¥ Uh yes, I guess you did! From sun up until as long &s you could see.

Me 1In the summer-time, that was guite a long time.

F Many a day your wWorking day waa ten hours, instead of eight, you
know. 1t was from seven 'til six.

Me well, that was for the man working in the factories.

F Yes; farmer's hours was different. Longer yet. I know if I used

my hired man, he would always say if the harvest come he could
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he could stay & little later, well thst would be glright. Nothing
ever zgid, you know, about the extrs hours at all. No extra time
for extrs hours in those days. nverybody was contented more, it
seemed like.

Quite a change.

An awful change I'm telling you. I don't know. If it keeps on
Eoing that way, 1 don't know what will happen; do you? It's hard
to tell. Nobody knows.

Could you, or did you use rain water in your household?

Yeah, we got a ciastern. S5till got it and still use too. ¥ou can't
beat soft water for a lot of things. It's pretty wgood.

In the earlier times, how would you get the water out of your
cistern?

A hand pump. Pump set right in the kitchen then. You didn't have
to carry. Right over the cistern, see. Just a little pump about
that high (demonstrates), with a handle. You just pumped it like
you would an outdoor well.

This water was used for washing your hands and doing the dishesa?
Yeah. wWell, on the stove you would have a reservoir that would
hold probably four or five gallons. Keep that filled up and that
would keep your water warm, right from your range there.

How did you heat your house?

Stoves. Set right here and maybe one of them in the dining room
too. Two of them besides the kitchen stove. They'd burn either
coal or wood. That's the way we had 'em, you know, because we had
quite a lot of wood in them days, from the apple orchards. You'd
trim the apple orchard every winter. They'd have a big buzz pile
in the spring to cut up for wood for your stoves., Besides that,
we had to buy coal too.

Who would you buy coal from in Medina?

Jack parber was one cosal desler and another was Howley. I can
remember paying $14.00 & ton. I think that was the most 1 ever
paid here for hard coal.

How would you get the coml?

Go up with a team and a wagon. They'd dump it on (the wagon) and
you'd bring it home and shovel it off and put it into the bin;
wherever you wanted it. That's the way I had to get it. But just
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think of it now, but the other day it was $75.00 a ton! Whew!

Some different now. 1 suppose in those early days you didn't have
electricity on the farm?

No! No, didn't have no electricity. Land, no. It was a long time
hefore we got that. Before they even got the line down through
here.

Have you any idea about when?

I can't tell you but it was after WWw 11, probably in the 1920's.

In the easrly days, before running water and all that, you probably
didn't have a bathroom either?

No.

S50 you had an out-house?

Yeah, that's right.

well, a lot of the younger generation doesn't know anything

about an outhouse.

No, they wouldn't know how to gzet to an outhouse. They wouldn't
know what you were talking about, would they?

Could you describe the one that you had?

wWe've still got it. Of course we don't use it. It's pretty well
growed up with bushes all around it, and vines and everything.
But it's still there. It was built probably the same time as the
house was. It was built by a carpenter, you know. It wasn't just
a thing that was throwed together. It was pretty well built. It
was a four-holer, with one little hole.Like we talked about the other
day.

Wouldn't it be difficult for small children to use the outhouse?
Well, on these different size holes, there was a step built right
there. It would probably be this high and the step would be about
this high. 50 a little kid could use it. Well, we had to go there
pretty young I'm telling you. You didn't have no other place. We
were trained, you Hnow.

I don't suppose they had toilet paper?

Never heard of it! Never heard of it!

what did you do (use) ?

The Sears and Roebuck book! (laughter) That's right.

It came in handy in more ways than onel

That's right. After you looked it over & little, you took it out
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there; and there it is. What else could you do? You couldn't go and
buy toilet paper 'cause they didn't have 1it. supposing the people
had to go back to them dmys; what would they do? They'd die,
wouldn't they?! 1 think Lthey would. They couldn't Luke it. wWell,

I'm glad to hope that they never have to.

Me Let's go back to your family 1life a little bit. ¥You said that
your wife's name (maiden name) was Lula Corner. When were jyou
married?

F We was married in Medina, bDecember 17, 19131 at the baptist parson-
age there. The minister's name was VenUstran. Her sister, Pearle
Corner Lotts and her husband Harry Gotts were our attendants.

That was all we had.

Mc What sbout children?

F Well, we had just one daughter (the only child), Anna Mae.

Me Can you tell us a little bit about Anna Mae.

Well, she went to bBrockport College, and after that she taught

for 25 years I think. I see the other day that in the paper (Medina

Journal Register) somebody says 25 years she taught. She taught

some down here where we went to school, and where she went to

school. Then she went to town (Medina) and taught. You probably

!

remember her in Medina?
Mec 1 taught in the Medina school system with her, yes.Well, she
taught out in the country school here before centralization,

and then went into Medina? (Yes).

Mc Saturday nights used to be kind of a big night in town. What would
you do when you went into town on Saturday night?

well, generally you'd get your groceries for the week, see. That's
the time you had to shop. You didn't take a day off to go and do

1]

it. You took the Saturday evening and you know, got your groceries
and atuff for the next week.

Me They didn't have super-markets in those days.

F No, oh no!

Mc Do you remember any of the grocery stores by name?

¥ I remember Cooper had a store.
Me Cften they had separate stores for meat.

Oh yes, most generally. You couldn't go into a meat market and

=

buy groceries, or vice verse you know. It would be either meat or

groceries. Yesah.
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What about getting your hair cut; did you like to get it cut on
Saturday night too?

Yeah, I imagine so. A lot of times | suppose you did.

Did you get & shave too?

No, I generally shaved myself, I don't think I ever had a barber,

I guess the barbers don't shave no morse, I hear.

Do you have any particular memories of the great Depression that
began in 19297 How it affected you?

Well, we just about went broke, that's all I can tell you. We
didn't get no price for anything. The market wasn't good on any
crop that you could raise. You'd have a pretty good crop of some=
thing and come market time, why, you didn't say what_you wanted.
You'd take what they'd give you, or else keep it! And in order to
pay your bills all summer, you had to pretty near, as you might
say,_give it to them for that little money that they would give
you, to pay your bills and taxes. 1 know one year we had, I think
we had three or four cows and & steer that we was golng to butcher
for the meat for the winter. And we had to sell the whole bunch
of them in order to pay the taxes. They didn't let the texes go
in them days like some of them do now, you Know; pile up. We paid
'em one way or another, the best way we could.

Did you have any experience when the Medina banks were closed?
Well, yes we did.

pid you lose some (money) on there?

We didn't. 4ind the -way that we lost it is because we owed them.
It wasn't because we borrowed it out of there. It was because we
owed 'em, and then we had to dig it up. Then when they owed you,
you didn't get it! But when you owed them, they got it! Hemember?
I know!!

But, living on a farm, you probably didn't go hungry?

Oh no. We had plenty to eat.

You could get your food, anyway.

Veah. If we didn't we'd be crazy, wouldn't we? It was not only
meat and potatoes, but the chickens and everything. The vegetables,
of course. You didn't have to buy much; only coffee and sugar and
flour and stuff like thet. I1'd take wheat, sometimes, to the mill
and trade for the flour.

Barter, almost?

My wife would bake, bread and everything., Didn't Z£0 to town to
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buy bread. Eaked it right here. We put in 20 or £5 bushel of pot-
atoes, and cleaned them up all that winter. You know, with the
hired help. We'd mll eat pretty good, them dsys, that many potatoes.
Now & bushel of potatoes will do us all winter. That's the dif-

ference. We don't eat nothing like that.,

Me Do you remember your first sutomobile?

F 1 think my first automobile wa3 s Maxwell. 1t was a pretty good
car 1 guess. 1 thought it was in them days. I xkept it 'til it got
pretty well dilapidated before I changed. And 1 forget what I
got after that.

Mec Have you any idea about what year you got the Maxwell?

F Well, it was quite awhile after we was married. I couldn't tell
you what year.

Me 1t was probably after World War 1 7

F Oh yes. After that.

Mc Speaking of wWW I, do you have any memories, other than what you
have mentioned, about a possible draft and how you were needed

on the farm? Like Armistice Day? Do you have any memories of that?
pid you go down and watch the troops leave by train... ?

No, I don't think we did. I don't remember.

*z]

Me Mr. Fox, you have done other things besides farming, especially
as you got older and wanted to retire. What occupations have
you been engaged in?

F Well, I did paint some houses in my day. aAnd carpenter work.
That was about the size of it.

Mc You delivered mall for a little while?

F Yes. That was when I was still farming. That was before 1 got
into the carpenter business. But I guess in order to make a little
more money, and I got a hundred dollars & month. And 1 had to make
two trips. 1 thought I was making a little money then, see, but
now that wouldn't buy the gas would it? Two trips to Lyndonville.
From Medina Post (Uffice to Lyndonville Fost Office. The Fost-
master's name there was George Wright. He was the one that hired

me. I don't know how that come, but that's the way it was.

Mc Your farm was originally sasbout 106 acres, and when you wanted to

retire you sold most of it off. To whom did you sell the land?

F Well, we sold a lot of it to Andy Curtis. John Pettit got the
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reat of it. Two different parcels of lanc, at separate times.

When you went into carpentry, who taught you how to do that?

uane Harria. 1 worked with him fer a number of years. Frobably
three or four; then he retired and | kept on a-going.

What kind of carpentry; did you build a whole house?

No, as a rule I didn't. I done a lot of roofing and would maybe
build a porch. You know, repair and stuff like that. Fut my job
was mostly roofing. I used to like it. I don't know why, but 1 did!

Uo you have some memories about the fires that took place slong
the bBates Hoad area?

well, not too much. Only as we sald before this one up here that
burned the cattle all up was touched off. We know that. I remember
that very good. It was the McCormick farm but Charlie Ward owned
it then., He was the milk-man that I told you I sold the milk to.
Uo you think that fire was arson?

We knew 1t was becsuse they found the fellow down here on the
corner of the Scott Road. Dead. Yesh, shot himself. You remember
that, don't you? The guy that set the barn a-fire, shot himself.
So that's how they know it was him. He evidently had a grudge
against the fellow that had the horses there, we think. That is
what our opinion is, see. He wanted to get back at him and get
rid of his horses and in order to do that, he cleaned the whole
works up. bBeautiful barns too. It was all finished off like a
house would be, 1've seen them before they was burned up.

What else caused the fires around here?

We had s fire right here at one time. Burned up a kennel of dogs.
That was kind of s deal, you know.

On this farm?

Yegh, right here. My desughter had dogs, and raised some. The thing
got a-fire, Zhe hed g stove in there and we suppecse it overheated.
My wife got up one night and saw it (the building) burning. You
couldn't deo anything asbout it. It was juat gone. 1 stood there

in the back door and watched it burn and 1 guess she seen 1t out
the window. That was guite an experience too. I'm telling you, we
felt pretty bad about that. And our daughter did too. Quite
valuable dogs. But that wasn't the point. It was being burned.

Lightning ceught some barns on fire guite easily (also)?

Yes, it did. Seemed to be more them days than now. I don't know



why that is; do you?

Me  Well, 1 don't know whether they didn't have lightning rods or not.

e I would like to ask you, Mrs. Fox; of course as s farmer's wife

you had 8 lot of things to do to try to nelp out. I guess you
did gome baking at one time? Can you tell us about that?
Mrs. F well, I did a lot of baking in my life, that's for sure.,

1l baked bread at least twice a week just for our house here.

Then once in awhile a birthday cake or something like that, I did

make fried cakes and sold friedcakes and cockies to different
people. 1 del.vered them,
uid they give you un order over the 'phone or something? Then
Jouutd bake and deliver them?

Mra. F Yes. I didn't do too much.

Me Well, there's been a lot of changes in your lifetime Mr. Fox.
Vb yes, 1 guess so! 1 think of & 1ot of things that happened,

Frobably some of them didn't amount to anything, and yet maybe

they would be interesting.
e Thank you for this interview Mr, Fox,

You are welcome y 1'm sure,

Ihe transcription of this tape was done by Luther curroughs, A4lbion,

gditing and finyl t¥yping was completec by Helen MeAllister, Medina.
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ficiate and burial will be in
Tanner Cemetery, Medina,

Memorials may be made to ,

the charity of your choice.



SONNET TO 4 BACKHOUSE
by Inez Corner Hickey December 20, 1937

A westher beaten object looms thru the mist of years
Behind the house or barn it stood, a few steps or more

And hurrying feet, a path had made, straight to itas swinging door
Its architecture was 8 type of simple classic art

But in the tradegy of life, it played = leading part.

And oft the Passing traveler dpove Slow and heaved g sigh

To see the modeat hired Eirl alip out with rlances shy,

We had our Posy garden that the women loved so well

I loved it too, but better still 1 loved the stronger smell -
That filled the évening breezes so full of homely cheer

And told the nites er-taken tramp that human life was near

Un lazy August afterncons it made a little bower

Delightful where my grandsire sat and whileg awsay an hour,

For there the summer morning, its very cares entwined

And berry bushes reddened in the streaming soil behind,

All day fat spiders spun their webs to cateh the buzzing flies
That flitted to and from the house where Ma was baking pies.
And once a swarm of hornets bold had built g palace there

And stung my unsuspecting Aunt - I must not tell you where|
Then father took g flaming pole - that was & happy day

But when the Crust was on the snow and the sullen Skies were gray
In sooth the building was no place where one could wish to stay
We did our duites promptly, there one purpose swayed the mind

We tarried not, nor lingered long on what we left behind.

My father was g frugal man, and wasted not g thing,

When grandpa had to "go out back" and make his morning call
We'd bundile up the dear old man with muffler and a shawl

I knew the hole on which he sgt - twas padded al] around
And once I dared to sit there - tuas all too wide 1 found

Then father said ambition wag g thing that youth should shun

And 1 must uge the children's hole 'ti] childhood days were done.
But still I mapvel at the craft that cut those holes so true

The baby hole ang the slender hole that fitted sister Lu., Ha!
That dear old country landmark - Itye tramped around & bit

And in the lap of luxury my lot has been to sit,

Eut ere I die I'11 eat the fruit of trees I've robbed of yore
That seek the shanty where my name is carved upon the door,

I miss the o14d familiagpr smell, twould sooth my faded soul

I'm now mature but non-the-less I'd try the children's hole.
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This poem was given, to be shared, by Mrs. Fox (Lula Corner Fox}).
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Jilliam end Josiaz Tenner, vrothers from Vermont, camne nere in the
ecrly Is00's, when this territory was aothing more than & wilderness.

They boughi and cleared a tract of land on uhe south end of wiatlt is
ow lnown 2s the Culvert hoad., Thers they bullt a log cabin,

PThey then retumned o veraont lo get thelr 15 yeur old sister, Annsa,
wio was destined to become lue great=grandunother of Jilzon Fox.

She left tie heapuy end comfortable home of her parents in a civilized
country to accoupany h r brothers beck here wo a lonely wilderness, for the
purpose of corelng Lor L:m 1 and their new howe.

The, rode horsebacsk gnd drove & cove red wajon contalnlny & few bare
necessities .neluding e pair of wooden & lint-vobion o wirs, one of wiich
tne FPoxes oW JUEEEES.

on Jan. 24, 1822, Anna Tanner mirivied Avery V. Andrews, (wilson Fox's
freat-gre cnafother), wuo was born in Clureuont, [Helie, duly 25, If95, and at
tae age of 6 or T moved witl. hle perents to duterbury, Vi,
o
In IS8I5 he came with tiem to Gaines, tlen Genecee County, 1 0 7
accouplishing tue Jjourney on horsebaclt 1. 30 daye.

In I320 he purcinased & trocs of land, then a totsl wilderness, north
of tihe culvert on what iz now lnowm s the Culvert Bozd.

He built & log cabin witi a huge fireplace, bare floors, zad sinple
furniture was iastalled, It was here that he and iils wife, Anna, began
tielr parirled l1ife,

They traveled fron the bride's brotier's loune, turou,. tie woods to
toielr cabin,b, ox-sied, ou L‘_o ir wedding day, oringing wita then T.e TWo
scolint-botloued chairs and & few OULEr neces cities.

Nige c..ildren wers born to Lhem, 5 of wilch died.

In the uony yeers thel followed, tiey built & beautiful home on the
site, mmrpor ating the ori_lnal log cebln into & part of it. The hone
remaing today, thou... mnany changes have veen made in i1t since the %&s
fa..lly pac: Er:l Otle i

The; were married for 55 jears, srior to ils death in IST7.
One of their daughlers waos Ester J. fndrews Wao 1o cher aerried Edward
E.Wilson, born in 1433 ia the towil of dlidpeway.,

Roter and mawird were Lo be Wilson Fox's rendparentcs, anc tie parents
of Trumen 8.0 diif (wilson's a-:ﬂtt-lelﬁ]-

Lalson's crenduocrents oo his fetler's slde coue hers fron Ger..any
wien his fit.er, willlsma Poi,wan Just 3 yeers of &ge.
—-—-—.._._____,.._._._,.--'——'_"_'_'"-II

Pie. seviled 1. La Balle, near llagare Fullsg, aad lived there umtll
thelr euildren were (Jrowi,

The iy Gelnin Oame Wil SuCiy wue was logolly ensnged Lo Fai after tlelr
grrival ia tn.s country. E—

—

=
At the outbrezlk ol wug Cival Var, Lr, Pl Fox woo olfdered {2000 to go and

fignt o anosier's Mleacea, M2 o

At thet tise, & person tuat aldn't want Lo Lo into the srmy; but was
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drefted, could pey @nother o take his Slzcoe, W iy 2
Althougn e wanmied Lo acceut t.ue oller of umoney znd go, ils wife

refused toc sgres, so, ingtead he worked cutilng trecs in the woods, and

a tres Tell on him aua killed lilm.

He was probebly o ly in his forty's at tue time, and his wife blamed
neraself for oot all.owing him to Jjoln vie aray.

Seven cinildre: were borrn %o then before couing to America. Four irls
26 three Doys.

Phree of vhe _irls aoved to Idaio w.ere Luey puorraoed aod lived oud
tielir lives, OUne slajed in Niagora Poallo,.

Une ol u.e ooys moved Lo New Jersey, oue gshtased iu Jdageara Falls,
and Williszn czue hElE to Orieens Coudbly wiere ae gought work wiih Zdwerd
Wilson wno ovmed tlie farm now owned Dy tiie Foxes.

e was euployed cg “iired man" aud soon marsled Baward VWilson'
datushier, Afl.:i.

They lived in tic present Fox noue waen Wilgornl, waeir only son was born.
Just tarec yecrs after his birt., Az, bnls .otier died of cancer.

Joan hndrews, Wilson's great-uacle, was t en appointed his Zuardisan,

iTter Jilson &nd ilu's marrisge, several years later, Joun Andrews
gave then & few of tue art.cles ownecu by il parents Avery and Anaa
Andrews, and wue Foxes oilis neve wont ol vl

Lule Corasr usag born oo Goe rore e hoat, e dewter of Ynomes
Jorner gnd Lovuais louse, Sne was the T.ipd of four dau_.iersgd liabel
Lorasr( .enwerd) rearle Seeser(Goits), Lula, aud Inexz Gerasr( lcke |

The _irls were nlcimened "ihe Four Corners', and Wuen Iu arx Wilson
were gainb togetuer, her uncle, .1ucru lie_er.cn, enjoyed teasin_ her about
"{he Fox coal.g around tue Lorner”

Wilson andﬂlu? e she is knowa to her friends, grew up neigihbors
znd ettended the Deles rowd Ceagol W.lclh Was & oae-roui uununl, lleatea by
2 coal and wooG-Durning stove. “Chue of their teachers were Winnie Ford,
Rose MeGwinm, lis: Luella Knickerboc..cr, end Chnarlotie wells.

sipee ticre were no obuses in wnose days, Lhe o lldren had to walk to
sehool, and .any bises in owe winter, Lhoeg waded Lhirod b ohow thal was
wolgt=deep, Souetlmes only two or Lirve would miuie L1b WO sBeciool,

If tihe rosds bDeceae Lluhﬂbﬂdle, tae nel nbors would get fogether
6 ohavel L.ea out by hand, slnce there was no road-clezning equipnent
thoze days.

Iu atiended tue Betes Hozd School Throw i Tne SAXLIL grade, L
on %o wne ledinge Proc Acedeny, wiepe e Medlna Iign School now soanas.

Viilson attended tue bBates Rozd Sehool turou b grede five, and coucgleted
Lhe gixcy zrid seventh prades =t dhe dedlng Free Acodey.

At t.e age of about Jourtecn yewrs, Lo dee ted bt oot e would rather
wer- then asiitend scrosl, so hism fether al.owet .lm o quit schoul and take
& job.

He worked for .r. salch, & nel_jivoriny feraer. Lae &y et the tine

1
L1
""" fifgy ecente & day, buil, ir. “hlc- ii-ed hls work so well, thail ne

wc-.._.
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paid his seventy-Iive ceats a do,, wileh Wllson considerasd & great honor. ~3

A co...0on practice in those days wes the holding of house parties and
dances during tie winter aonths, .

Wilgon's parents, his Ia
Jdome and Lu attendca,

tlhier hed reparried, held such & part, a2t their

At tiae end of uhie evenlog, wilson agies L ge wlont take her home.
She agrecd and he hitened up Lue orsd LU e . tnd buos her. [Proa then
on, for nearl, che next two years, waiey "ol cowpny"”, and on Lec. IT, I9ID
tiey were aarclied Ly Kev. Van Hootranc ot v oaptist personage, with lir,
and Mrs. Hafly Golts, (Lu's sivter feoarle), oo vleodanis.

Hig parente lelfil ohe larn cad Glloon and i toous over and have &
their lives uwlhiere.
The, ferwed the 106 acres relsin, woatitoes and beans and later frult,

e

e bou bt moet of hig'Go. ato plentgiat deller ebsier's (recniiouse, |

L TP T R, .. e - st % Al o PR I T il 4 s R T =
Wien chey weren't Jurnigsiec oy vhe fectories theuselves, (Snycer's Canning
L¥ = g — T —— S == —_——

feeiory tne . J, NGLNG COa)e

Mhe hi lest price he ever regeived Lor Lostloen wal o 14 o ton. Thisg
wee coneldered @ goud price bl Lhie Limes

Tn helr eerly deys, &ll farm worik wes done D hend with the nelp of
norses or mules.

During 'Worlid 7er I nelp wes nearly inpossdble tc get,so in The spring
“hen it beetue necescor, Tor oie Louguo plints o De 88%, Wilson and Lu
set snd Tertilized 10 ccres glone, 0, lLond,

Whern wne; were rzid; for pleking, they did wenege o Set one 118N,
Georze bacon fro. tic Hovan Houd, to help ple. taei. Decsuse ithey were To
be mold to the cmuming frelory, wuey htd Lu be pleked ol just the right tine,
ne Luher tou ripe, nor too green, or wuv Luclory would o jecl vhem and pay
a2 lower fee,

The, zlso ralsed pea beans, and one yeor recelved 1100 lor one bl
tpuck lo:d. The price was rl¢ per pound becaige ol & shortage of beans,
They wers sold 1o llie Jackson brouwier's Jerehouse la Hiddleport.

iLpplee 2lso forwed a large part of their farm with seven &cres of
trecs including H.angs, Crecnings, beldwins, Spitzenbergzs, Spys, Huscels,
Harvest a.gles and Crib apples,

lmry apule plekers were reguired each Tall To ge. wne crop in,

Afier pleking, one spcles were soried tnd pocied " just =so" in barrels,
The, Led wo be "foced" Ln pow: i@ WOGL0w LK LLS tou pl e berrel.
E_;';'_:_(_:lz;ﬁ E'__i_]ll._.':_' meesnt stew LLl).J

They were then lotdec on horse-drawi we 0.5 Lud Lauled to liedine to a
loading dock on tne cenal, behlnd woniite's Hotel", wilen is now wiere the
liedlina Parts Siore 1s.

At Ghe docit, the, were placed onl culiel bar es, witleh were drevwon by
teans of mules to 4Aluany enc Mew York City, tnd somevimes shilpped overseas
from there,

Pezrs were coother fruit reaiset on t.e furm, anc a few trecg suill
remein $oday in tue south-gail cornel 0. e farm, and still produce frult
CEQL YEeLL.

Lt



: e g 17 N S X 2 . =
In & p SEYL ) TELTE 0 7% i R ol I 2 8 Y .LI_.__C' g JOISC oL 1 S B 1 & T O | O Clw w2l LEL
Ll ¥ ;

winbtor, wao miein forw of bromsuortotlon. llewowvel, waore WEs @ trelley 5&

=ad

et treveled bLoarow bl osewlodn, from ol dilo wu hotieciuaal <y o Lew corg.

Tne Foxes had g ver: lively drivin, horsge ol Was afrald ol bowil Tue
o Wuen dhey drove to pediim, LT L trolley was 1n

Grolle: and eals, O
ity Iu stouped oo waf curhier of Stobe fid Lagt Celver Strecis and got
oui of tue bwejy unbil tuo trelley plaed , beetuiase Loae horse would reasr up

on its hind legs and coula overturli wile DU . .

che also wells ol a t1 e wuen wiey drove o Jedina wili.. severa
in 2 Bob gleliz, and au tle corners ol ain ond Cealer Streets, s
out bacikwards ond lended hcad-llrgl lnuo & S00W bank. Her fect were leflt®
sticsin: out and her skirls were throwm boici, siowing her legs, which 1

s Fnl e W ST |
Lil0De Azye Was SHOCAE LI

[ { M

Four boye Wiio ware steadiog on L& gorner, and wiounessed e w..ole
= {1

Liiing,, called to her to "Coue oveyr hiere Al we'll pied you UD: .

sttended the Ustes Road Scuool, and later finished hi b scliool ln weding.

(“'“ﬁﬂ#hn Lpril 29, 1917, wvielr oaly fter, Anne line woe born. mhe also

| She went on o college and Decane & iracner,

I

i She be gl gD teaeing careel &. Lug setes Hoad Sciool, wiere sie and
her parenis iad be_un Tielr educstion, Fro. taere, sae tausht for a few
yesrs, prim.ry turou h fourth grades, av Shelby Center. She Then tausiit

: fours. grade Por a i1l e al the olc Oal Urcoard Scnool, in ledins, belore

| deciding to relturn to colle ¢ anu pre are for ner Tinal career of teaching

T - “Special—ﬂelp" clago &t tue new Galt Orenarc Elemeatar, School, She
continued this work vnill Lhe tragie lllnect struck, whilch claimed her life

on June 21, 1962, I all, shie pad aul. v Ll Lhe leding School Lystem for 25

During her years ol STOWing wp, There wan never a dull moment Llor her
| pereants at the farm.
i .
ey employed o live-in "hired wun® lor sovorsl years, Wio woriked
£ron T helie to 6 Pou. for 30 per monti and roo. and board.

r*‘”#fﬂﬁhenLu'S oldest sister uecbel's douchter, Naowl, became 11l wit. cancer,
; they took ner in for 14 _oniie precedln her deati, ond cared for her as
taough she were thelr own.culld. When iv beczume impossible for ILu to care
|  for her, whey iiired & nurse for her.
wilson came in ever, day at 4 P.u. frou wierever he Was woriing Jjust
| to ecarry tie ecaild o t to whe bug . 80 Bie me It ride to lledlna with Lu
| to ulek up inna Loe from school.

She enjoyed tue ride, Znd it wao the only way lor her Lo get oub,

! einece she was peralized anc unable Lo Walt.
[ wilgon and Ia and owiol penoers oL . sir Fauil. s ent nesrly everything

|+ &, hud Lo try Lo save laoal, Lde O0GLILLL, CU L bt done and oo died al
| wLelr howe & Liwe 8 ol 15

Laynerd kenward, Lol UFouLer, slao lived with tiem from age 9 to 16
beeauss nis mov.er, .sbel, had %o work. Iils couslns Ruth and Yom Hickey
als

o goent much wime Gurin, whelp cillldnood Wit thelr sunt &nd uncle.
son's uncle, Trumén, also lived witih theim.

Tn those das, Jilson mnd Lu were up 8% D sa... @Vary day, and thelir
vwiork didan'y end nuch before 9 Je..

hers wore enluole o be eurcd or, cOowWs WO Lo dlked, anc Lu had ©o
O @Velyole, SonuLiibill ol bpacon or ham and 2. 3

grepire Dreniigst o

41
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frieu ;;ot.',-'l;uer', poncw eg, end usud Ly gome Lorm ol des.erlb, ruel as cooitles 4
or friec cales L large dinner weg dlgo served oo noon, wioleh a&lways L=
| inﬁludeu MEay, JDLLFGHZp ve obaulos, bohe nosde bread soo butuer, ond always

g dessert such ag ple o e, BlosY Was oerved b L Fedee 200 was alse &
larse neal,

in t.ose deys breag hoe to be waked, bulier ciurncd, aud everyt.ing

mede by hand, witi no mixes svallable iu shorien worit. Lu even aatde her
| OVIL lce creci.
|
. With nine or ten peole Lo feed ul eaeh uesl, foud preperation of such
| huse proporitliong, tovil hiours each dey,

b k 1 1 o
i Host of their food was gcrowm riget on the lferm, inecluding medt, wili,
e, &, antl veeiobles, Tue Eleo grew Lhelr own wieat ILor flour.

Theat cuuting took aboul 7 aen oo four horses, usually. It was cus
Wil B DLader, Wiich pound 1t Lioto Lundles. IT wes hen staciked witl the
hieeds un, in siocks, uoual.y & eor IO bun:lus o & shee., depending en the

yvield. Tile sioeking heont toe rain-out.

It oo tlhen dravm love the barn oo & wanou eguipoed with a hay racd
Bhsr glors 8 I movr ol wie Larn, usually ea tol of the -hay,

| Prefl & travel.n. Shrapler trou.s iis leechine to tie-barn and thresghed
TiE w'-;u..a\.. i lg teo.: about IZ2 men, loeiudin, e four wen tlat treveled

Wit the u_a.r-..u--.l'_-r-

e o%.er el bt uen concizied ol nei hoors wikeo exchanged swori witi each

GLlilel,

The four crew memnbers cuize Tor uxiﬁ,_-*L:ﬂ;, erid they and the other & nen
&d dinrer I su_,_er &3 tue lfern, ‘Lheir meels ususally LDLlu'quE!ﬂ of ham,
baked -i..}e-._ll.;.a; satatoen, o or evellsule vegeteobles, homenade dread end buwer.
or gounetlios c.lexen znd Lipcults, colfee, cnd genevnlly pile fur dinmer end
cetlte Tor suooer,

After tihe wiest wes thragied 1t woo bag ed, loaded on wagois and talen
1o the mill vhere it was ground lnvo flour,

Wilson tools hiig whest tq the Union 111, w iech sicod on Basl Center St,
on Tie Dak Ureinrd Creelr bank wiere ftue loundronat and tie "Popn Shop' now are,

The ferper ususlly took nis year's su uld of wieat flour in exchange
\ for nis wieet, plus noney Ior the reus _nde

..—_o—"-'-.-.".-‘-\"'

. As an efterthioushv Iu tells ol the time, Twu months alter their
nerriage, wien Jilsen sufiered an av.ziex ol appendecitis. Dr. Tarner, their
fonlly duever, dian's aooreve of opwers lons wwl speat Whe TMISHT witd Wilgon

Jing To bring him ouwl ol dhwe ol iavi, oval Lo Tivc mornig mixd o cell a
guieean from oulalios

While the surgeon was couluy by tre .L.,, o cribwlance was senl for ilson.
Because of deon snow, the auoulance coulon™ ‘_-:-:-'L; shrouwsh and tie meli hbors

\ned To gev ouv and suovel Lhe rotfd oul, w;.‘le wiie anuulance followed along
| behing, , ,;qﬂ; M
| prd’d—r ae 3:)

They finelly ervived oy the fueding lospilel where the oLerailon wes
performed, For uhires weeks .Jilson remaizec in whe hospital under tie care
of 2 speclel aurse, and wasn'l allowed vo return home wntil St. Pairick's
LE e

.

thelir dowgoler, was teaching, si.e brought
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In loter yesYs wi:en Afuug



.

nome an unfortunate girl, tnd her prrents toolk her 1ln and cared lor her for g{
gseven years.

m—— — ——— o,

gtill later, afiter tie [irl had left, fnuo wde agoin brousht a young
boy Ww.0 necdecu care, home with her, snd her parents, again toud him in and
~gred for nim for a viille,

They heve alwa,s had a great love for e.lldren and animals, and have
never refuscd to take in any unfortunatec.

Now rev.red, 8o yeurs of &gge, and i, foirly good health, they enjoy
having thelr aany friends co.e 1o call.
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The information contained in SECTION II was prepared by
Mr. & Mrs. Wilson Fox and presented to OCHA, ORAL HISTORY
PROJECT to suppliment the taped interview.
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