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For the (rleans County Historicsl Associstion, Miss zZthel
Willis of Medina, N.Y. is interviewing Mrs. Pearle Gotts
#t Mrs. Gott's home on the Bates Road, Medins, N.Y.

Mrs. Gotts, would you pleasse identify yourself.

I was born April 20, 1890 in Beamsville, Ontario, Canada.

Iy mother went over there for me to be born because there

was no hospital in Medina at thet time. She only stayed

three weeks but never-the-less I had to get my naturalization
papers out when wWorld War I wes on or I could not cross the

border. Father's name was Thomas Corner. He didn't have a

middle name. Mother's name wes Livina House.

Jid you have brothers and sisters?

Three sisters, no brothers. Mabel married Spencer Kenward;
Lula married wilson Fox and lives here on the bBates Hosd next
to me; Inez married William Hickey from Medina. (NOTE: See
Wilson Fox transcript).

Are any of your sisters still living?

Just Luls and I. Inez died last year.

where did you go to school?

Un Bates Hoad until the Bth grade; then 1 went about a year
in Medina. They didn't have typing and shorthand in those
days, in school, so 1 guit school and went to Business
School for & yeer. It was a privately run school in Albion.

After gradusting from the business school, I worked in the
New York Canners (0ffice on Olny Street, off East Center Street.
How long did you work at the New York Cannera?

seventeen years. In 1909 1 married Harry Gotts. He died in
1943.

Where else have you worked?

After getting through at the office 1 started in business
on Main Street in Medina.
You have never worked for anyone else?

Frevious to my marriasge, 1 worked in the 5.A.Cook office

on East Center S5treet in Medina.



G2

Q2

Gotts ¢

You started in business for ycurself in what year?

1932. 1 started in business in the store where Western
Auto is now and later years moved down where the Goodwin
Pharmacy is. (Main Street, near East Center Street).

Your business was a restaurant?

A restaurant and a soda bar. 1t was called the Maple Leaf.
1 remember going there to eat years ago. How many and

what people worked for you? Who were they?

telle Fearby worked for me 17 years. She was a cook. Two
of her dsughters slso worked for me, in the kitchen., Mildred
Hrege and her mother, Mra. Cross, worked in the kitchen.
And out in the store 1 had -- well, all the young people
that ever grew up in Medina. Including Irlivere Erege and
Bernard [ujenski, Maynard Kenward, and Jim Jennings and
Marian Helenbolt. Mariasn Helenbolt was with me 12 yeara.
Until the time that you so0ld out the business?

Yes, I am trying to remember who else.

You did pretty well to remember that manyll

One thing that I remember about esting in your restaurant
was that during the Depression you had a 35¢ lunch that was
complete with soup and a generous slice of your excellent
pie! I remember that! Did n't you tell me that you used to
have turkey dinners for 35¢ 7

A complete turkey dinner, including soup and dessert. All
for 35¢.

1 remember Blanche Nester used to come in every day for
lunch, and her sister Bess Stewart who worked at Gould's
Flower Store came in.

411 the buswyinessmen in town came in. They formed a EBEreak-
fast Club and they called it the Maple Leaf Breakfast Club,
One morning when it was very, very hot weather they picked
up the table and the teble cloths and the coffee percolators,

and sll their food and went out on the sidewalk and had
breakfast! Mr. Waters, from the local newspaper, came up
and took their picture.
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I remember that Paul Farsons anc uerald Houseman and Joe
Brundage used to eat there.

Yes, and Leo Collins end George bronson too.

D. W. Wilson used tc eat there.

Yes, and Craig Roas and Vince Cardone. I1'm just trying to
think of the Breakfast Club at that time.

Miss 3Stella bBiglow used to eat there, at lunch, didn't she?
She never missed a day 1 don't think. And she always took
lunch out for George Carpsnter.

George Carpenter, ner very faithful chauffeur and servant.
Yes, and Mrs. Luther used to est there sometimes, didn't she?
Mrs. Luther always ate there for her dinner at night.

Did Miss Biglow come in for dinner at night too?

No, usually at noon.

what interesting things can you remember about your restau-
rant Mrs. Gotts?

Ch, there were so many thinga. The young High 3School kids

in those days, you know, they would flock in after the dances.
And they called it "The Leaf".

Yesg, and they'd come in and well, they'd have the best timel
They'd laugh and tee-hee and just have a crazy time. They
loved it mnd I loved to have them because they never did =
thing out of order in my place. But ascross the street at

the Mayflower (Hestaurant) they'd steal the sugar bowls

and take them out in the street, and throw them in fe street
and they did all sorts of things; carved up their initials.
They were forever putting them out of the pleace. I never
had to do that.

Well, you had good rapport with the boys and girls. I think
the secret of petting along with teenage boys and girls =-=-

1 worked with them for many yesars in the church-- and I
think that the secret of it is to love them! And they

know it.

Yeg, they know. Different boysa, for instance Joe Erundage,
yearsg afterwarda I'd meet them, you know, and they'd tell

me what a grand time they used to have at the Maple Leaf'!
Another person that you would see in there was bev Smith's

wife: Eea Smith.bvery noon.
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Later on, during World War 1I, you changed your operation
to a Cafeteria, didn't you?

Yes, 1t was difficult to get help and so 1 awitched over to
a cafeteria, which was an expense to do. bBut when you couldn't
get the help, you just had to do the best thing you could.
1 operated like that until I closed in 1962. Thirty years
on Main 3treet.

I1'm sure you've taught your nephew, Maynard Kenward, s lot
sbout what he knows about cooking, and sc forth.

His mother taught him the most. Maynard used to waeit on
table. And Jim Jennings.

Jim went into the Service and was wounded wasn't he?

Yes, he went into the Service. They drafted him of course.
Jim had had his ankle broken and it had been set, but it
wasn't healed. They took him anyway and DUr. MaclDonnel was
very much put out that they toock Jim into the Service, on
account of his leg. His ankle had been broken several times
and he said it was just like a wash-board. They took him
anyway and they kept him in Fort HWiagara for, 1 guess,
almosat two years. Jim got disgusted. They kept debating
amongst the officials whether they'd discharge him or send
nim overseas. Jim told them,"I don't care what you do, but
get me out of Fort Niagara!" So, they sent him overseas!

On D=Day he was dunked in the strait there. They had that
battle, you know, and he was in the water six hours! That
did something to that snkle and before he was sent home and
discherged from the Service, he had to have that leg amputated
below the knee. He has walked with an artifiecial leg all
these years. He is living on beach Drive (Medina). He suffers
all the time. He's a pharmacist. That is why they took him
in the Army because they needed him. He met a young man in
some of the hospitels while over on this side, after he got
home, and the guy recognized him. Jim asked him,"How come
you recognized me?" And he said,"well you wore a moccasin
on one foot all through the Army." That's how he recognized
him! Jim works in a pharmacy down in Rochester, in Greece,

I think. Goes back and forth every day. He drives one weak

and then another guy drives. You know, they share .
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You were telling me the other about twoc women who came into
your resteurant and never were very agreeable. 1 won't ask
you to tell me their names, but tell me about the ten-cent-~
butter-~deal.

puring World war I1 of course we had to use ration stamps
to get meat and butter and lard and sugar. And these two
ladies, both school teachera, always had to have extra
waiting on, and extra everything. because we couldn't get
meat and some other articles, you know they weren't plentiful
at all end we could not get them, so we tried to ration
them. All my customers, except those two, gave me their
food (ration) stamps. These two ladies would not give me

a stamp and so 1 passed a ruling to the waitresses that
anybody that didn't have rolls, could not have butter.

The two ladies had just & ten cent dish of baked beans for
their lunch, and then they wanted butter. The waitress

told them that they couldn't have it and they were very,
very, very put out!l Got up and left, and they never came in
again.

ind oh, how you missed them!! (laughter)

I didn't even miss them! I was glad (for the incident)
because anyone whHo would be like that...

Oh 1 know. It made it hard for the waitresses, and that
made friction &ll down the line. 1 don't know why some
people want to be like that. I don't know what satisfaction
they getl

I don't know either. It's just as easy to be pleasant as

it is to be grumpy.

Sure it is, and that's why the difference between the
Mayflower and the Maple Leaf: one was grumpy and the other
was pleasant.... Do you want to tell me anything more about
your restaurant? You were there for thirty years. When the
Maple Leaf Restaurant went out of business, did you retire?
I hoped to retire and that is why I quit. I was home only a
few weeks when the Half Moon (family restaurant at Ridgeway)

was looking for a short-order-cook. One of their employees
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coaxed me into going down there. 1 went down there for two
weeks, and 1 stayed twelve years!

A long, long two weeks! (laughter). That meant that you
were in the restaurant business all together L2 years?

Thirty in your own restaurant, and twelve at the Half Moon?
Forty-two yearsa, yes.
Well, you certainly know sbout the restaurant business!

You have had some other interests too. Tell me asbout them.
In 1945 I decided I'd rasise Pug Dogs, just for a hobby.
They weren't a very well known breed of dog at that time.
There were very, very few of them. 1 started raising Pug
Dogs and 1 continued that for 30 years.

You raised a lot of dogs in 30 years!

Oh I raised a lot of dogs, good dogs.

You used to show them, didn't you?

Yes., I travelled all over by plane and by car, everywhere.
I attended all the big Dog Shows in New York City, Chicago
and Detroit; all over. I got just dozens and dozens and
dozens of trophies and awards and blue ribbons and what-
hiave=you.

1 remember one little Pug Dog that used to be in your restau-
rant sometimes. 1 can't remember what you called him but he
was sn awfully nice dog. You must have met some interesting
people when you were travelling around like that?

I did! I met interesting people, rug Ereeders. Fugs, you
know, originated from England. Luring the years 1 raised
them, 1 imported five dogs from kngland. 1 met the Duke and
Dutcheas of Windsor in New York (City) at a Dog Show. They
nad two Pugs. Oh yes, I met some real interesting pecople.

Then 1 went into the raising of race horses from 1958 to
1968, Then I guit racing because it wasn't very profitable.
What breed of horses did you raisse?

Thoroughbreds. They raced with the sulky, you know. I atill

own three horses but 1 don't raece them anymore.
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bidn't you used to ride a lot?

Yeg. In 1945 I started s niding scedemy because there was

no gas und people took to riding horse-back. 1 haa the south
lot at my brother-in-laws (Wilson Fox). 1 rented that of

nim for life-lesse on it. I had it bull-dozed down and
fenced off and s track put sround there. And that one jyear

I had riding horses.

You rented them out?

Yeg. It was & lot of fun but & lot of work. A lot of work!

I couldn't do it myself and so 1 had to nire too much help.
36, 1 guit after only one year.

I remember one night I was driving down the Maple itidge Road
and you snd a& group of people on horseback were at the end
of the bBates Road, waiting for me to drive Dby.

I rode horseback myself until I was 76 years old.

You did? well good for you!! You don't let age stop you at
snything, do youl

lio. Age was no barrier. I attribute my longevity to the
getive life that 1 live. 1 did everything! building over
houses, renting them, and, oh juat everything! I don't know
why 1 got into things like that.

Just to have something to do, 1 suppose.

Tell me about the houses that you bought and renovated.

1 atarted in during the Depression. Nobody had any money

and I happened tc have a little saved up so 1 decided 1'd
buy a& house and remcdel it. I bought the first house through
sCharles Slack, the elder Slack, and it was the voctor James
house on West Avenue. 1t was a very well built brick house.
1 built it over into three apartments, and that got me going.
From there on, 1 bought different ones. 1 bhought three
houses on kast Center Street that were owned by Mr. Sly. 1
remodeled those and sold them. Then 1 sold the brick James
nouse, with the cupola on it.

where the teckers lived at one time?

Yea, It's on the corner of Uak Urchard and West Avenue.
Jdn't you own the wWeld house on the corner of" West Center

and West Avenue, sacross from the Baptist Church?
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Yes. In later years 1 bought that home of Mrs. Weld, the
Acer home on the corner of West Center and West Avenue, and
I remodeled that into six apartments. Then 1 sold that to
the sShell vil Company. That property was zoned for downtowun.
1 had several options: the New York Telephone Company wanted
an option on it, and Loblaw (grocery store). I gave them
options every time. I didn't want to sell it. Then the

Shell 0il Company wanted an option and 1 put the price so
high that I didn't think they would take it, and they took
me up on it!l! ... The Shell (0il Company built it over into
a (gas) station and they operated it for two or three years
arid then it was sold to the Liberty National bank. That is
their Drive-In ban< now.

You have changed the face of Medina considerably, haven't
youl! In more ways than one.

Yes,

You were active in the baptist Church, were you not?

Yes. 1 joined the Baptist Churech in 1913. I guess I never

misaed a Sunday. There was a Prayer Meeting in thcese days,
you know. They don't have that now. 1've been a member of
the King's Laughter's Class for ¢V years and during that
time 1 have held the office of Treasurer for 65 years!

Uh my word! That's a recordl!

1l waa on the Eoerd of Trustees for about six years. I1've
jusat been into everything.

You must have been on the Board at the same time as my brother
Robert willis?

Oh yes. I remember him very well. He lives in Florida now,
doesn't he?

Yes he (and his wife Thelma) live in Florida. He comes up
during the summer. ile still owns a cottage just weat of
Shadigee and he comes up for a couple of months during the
summertime. He can't wait to get back home.

1 also bought s cottage st Lake Untarioc during the uvepression
when nobody had any money. I bought the Holend Clark cottage.
Mr. Clark used to be in the Central bank (Medina). The cottage

was right in Shadigee. As you drive into Shadigee, you would
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turn west and it was about the Lth or Lth cottage down.

My mother was an invalid for seven or eight years and I
couldn't go to the cottage and enjoy it because 1 had to
come home and get her up every morning at 6;30. The cottage
was more wWork than it was pleasure for me, so 1 sold it.

You s8id that you met the Luke and Dutchess of Windsor when
you weére in Kew York (City). Would you like to tell me your
impression of them?

Yeg. They came to lNew York to purchase scme Pug Dogs. They
already owned two. When the Duke and Dutchess entered the
room, Yyou could hear a pin drop! They were so popular. 1
met both of them, and she was very handsome and very gracious.
A very lovely perason.

bid you like him too¥

Oh yes! 1 was struck on the both of them. You know the
British don't like them &t 8l1ll1. My Canadian friends just
thought I was awful, being so fond of the Duke and Dutchess.
Fut you found them to be charming?®

Yes, they were very charming, the both of them,

bo you have relatives now living in Canada?

Very distant relatives. Some of my father's people were over
there. I don't know how my Dad happened to come over here.

I think he was born in Canada.

wWhat wasa your father's work?

Over here he worked on a farm for years, and then he worked
in the Central Foundry. I don't know who owned that.

Albert Tucker and his sister, Jean.

What did your nusband do? What wWwas hia businesas?

Harry was & carpenter and a mechanic. He worked for the

H., J. Heinz for a few years but he didn't like it thers.
Then he went over tc New York Canners and was working there
when he died.

Is that where you met your husband?

In those days they had dances and house parties, That's
vhere I met him.
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Now sbout the horses. Did you train your horses or did you
have somebody to train them?

No, 1 trained one winter out on the track here. Oh, it was
an awful cold winter! 1 wore insulated underwear and boots
and what-have-you. People wouldn't believe It was me out
there on the track.

In the sulky?

Yes. I was driving this one horse all this time and you had
to put 300 slow miles on a horse to start with and then
gradually get them up into going fast.

You had to "break them in" like you used to have to "bresk
in a car"? Only at a slower pace?

Yes, they had to be broken in slow. People used to drive
back to the barn because they didn't believe that it was me
out there in that cold weather!

But you were enjoying it 1'll bet.

Oh I enjoyed it immensely! And I enjoyed horseback riding
more than eanything I think 1 ever did.

You never drove professionally, did you?

No. You have to have a license to drive professionally and
it is quite s job to get & license. At that time 1 was
getting along in years so I had to slow down a bit. I was
in my 70s.

After working L2 years in a restaurant you had to slow down
a little bit, Well that's too bad to have to slow down in
your 708, but it's very interesting to have horses. 1 am
afraid of horses you know. I'm deathly afraid of horses!
Cne of my sisters is also deathly afraid of horses.... A
man was going out to Ohio to buy a car lcad of horses, 1
said,"Bring me back one that everybody else is scared to
death of, but 1 don't want to pget killed on it. But bring
me back one that everyone else is scared to death of", Which
he did! 1 would get on that horse and 1'd ride up to my
gister's and she'd scream and run for the house, acared to
desth!! She was frightened of horsea.

We never lived on a farm but we used to go occasionally to

visit my grandmother and grandfather on the farm. I suppose



o

o

gotts 11

my mother told me not to get tLoo close to the horses and the
cows. Therefore 1 have always been afraid of them. They seem
ao big!

1 think the resson I was not afraid of horses was that my
father trained work horses, He worked in the guarry up here
for Delbert McCormick, who operated that quarry. Father
drove the horses esnd then he used to "break" horses for
different people. Uf course we were out around the barn

411 the time and we got used to horses and liked them. Unce
you have race horses, it gets in your blood.

pid your horses win many races?

Oh yes. I had a good horse, a mare (Clever's Best), and she

won and won and won for me! I had paid a terrific price for
her. Those days it wasn't much. It was $9,000.00. Today, a
good race horse runs about $150,000.00, so she wasn't
expensive then, but I thought she was!

That was a lot of money in those days!

Clever's Best raced until she got lame., Of course their

l1imbs are frail and they go lame. Then I used her for &

brood mare snd 1 raised eight or ten good colts. 1 sold

one, it was an especially good one. 1 had it partially broke
and 1 sold him for $9,000.00.

That's as much as you paid for her when you got herl

As much as 1 paid for the mare when I bought her, so I didn't
lose any money on my horses, or on my dogs. 1 raised good
dogs and 1 got good prices for them.

They were all pedigreed?

Yes, they were all pedigreed dogs.

How much would you get, just for fun, for a good pedigreed dog?
well, 1 used to sell the poorer quality ones for sixty dollara.
That's & puppy. Then I would pet H7H.00 and there on up. 1
aold an older dog to a lady in Florida one time for $500,00
and I sold any number of them for $250.00 and $300.00 and
$4,00.00.

A pedigree makes a lot of difference?

Yes.Not only the pedigree but if they were good Show Dogs.

1 raised dogs just to show. I had them imported from England
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for that reason. That little black one over there (photo)

was imported. 1 paid $300.00 for him, plus the transportation
over here, by boat.... The first dog 1 had brought over here
was by boat but the rest of them all came by plane.

When you take your dogs on a plane, you have to have them
confined don't you?

Yes. When you teke them on a plane you have te have a
carrying crate. 1 shipped dogs all over. 1 shipped them

intc Canada. Oh, an awful lot of dogs into Canada. The
veterinarian over there got so he could tell my Fug Dogs.
OUne day s lady took her dogs to him and set them up on his
table and he says,"I bet I know where you bought that dog".
And she says,"I bet you don't". He says,"In the states".

She says,"How do you know?" He says,"I can tell every dog
that the Blue Star Kennel raised". I raised the dogs for
quality, not guantity.’

Good show dogs. Did most people buy your dogs for Show Dogs?
Yes, most of the dogs 1 sold were for Show.

Did they make good pets as well?

Uh yes! Marvelous pets!

"hey certainly are homely things! They lock as if they had
run into a wall with their faces and pushed them in.

Like you say, they look like they had hit the wall. 1 was at
s Dog Show one day and & guy came along and looked at my
dogs. He says,"What did he do, run intc the side of the
barnt" (laughter).

4 Boston Eull dog loocks like that too, doesn't it?

A lot of people take the Pup Dog for Eull Logs, but they are
separate breed completely.

wlla Acer always used to have & little Bull bDogs. 1 don't
know whether they were kEnglish Bull Dogs or boston Bull Dogs
but she mlways had a little Bull Dog. I remember how that
dog would bark if you went to the door. 1t would continue

to bark and growl until she said that it was alright. Then
the dog would just stand close to her. Well trained little

dogs they were.
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W Do you have anything else that you would like to tell me

about, Mrsa. Gotts?

Let's go back to the Depression years, from 1930 and on. It
was much worse then than it is now during this recession.
My husband worked for 25¢ an hour snd they would work forty
nours a week.

Yes, I remember that it was 25¢ an hour. 1 worked at the
Bignall Company (NOTE: See Bthel Willis transcript). at
that time. One of the men, his name was Fred Fuckelwaldt,
was a molder and he worked piece work. When he got up to

earning fifty dollars a week, everybody had a big to-do
over it. It was so unusual. Now they get that for one day.
Yes. During the Depression, when 1 owned the store (Maple

Leaf HRestaurant) there were tramps. We called them tran-
sient people. They would stop to the store for something to
eat and I used to feed them all. One of my girls (worker)
said,"Mrs. Gotts, you better quit feeding those tramps.

They got your place marked." And 1 said,well don't you know
that we are our brother's keeper, and how do I know but what
some of them might be some of my brothers®" And so from then
on when they'd see s tramp come in, they would csall,"Mrs.
Gotts, nere's one of your brothers!" There were poor families
around town that -- well, they just didn't have food. Welfare
did not take care of them like they do now.

Uh no, there waan't any Welfare.

My niece (Anna Mase Fox) knew all the poor families in town
because she taught school. There was a family who lived on
what was called the Jackson Fsrm., 1t is where EBob Waters
bought and remodeled. That beautiful home up there.

Just up West Center Street Extension?

Yea., There was a family lived there and the man was sick.
They had a raft of kids, and she (niece) and I took bushels
of food. 3She took stuff from the farm: potatoes and vegetables
and all that. 1 took pork loins and gallons ofi milk, and
bread, and what-have-you to those people. You never saw such
happy children as there was that day! Then, when 1 had the
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store (restsurant) the children used to come in there and
they'd sit down to the counter and ask for a glass of water.
1 knew they didn't want water; it was ice cream they were
looking for. 1I'd go up to them and say,"Can I help you?"
They'd say,"No". And I'd say,"Now this is the day we are
giving ice cream away", and I'd give them a dish of ice
cream. They didn't go out and tell the others either. Some=
how I don't know why. That's the way it was during the
Depression.

Today's generation doesn't have any idea whatever about
what that Depression was like.

This (recession) is nothing compared to the Depression.
Well, it wasn't during the Uepression but it was while I
tiad the store a man and his wife, separated, they had six
children. He took three and she took three . He zstayed in
Medina e-J she went to Batavia to live with her three.
These three kids came intc my store and got acquainted
with me asomehow --

That wasn't very hard to do!

lio. Harry and I never had any children, so I just sort of,
you know, looked after some of the other kids around town.
There were two boys and a girl and they followed me around
like puppy dogs. And the oldest boy, they were only about
nine or ten and twelve when they were hanging around the
store. (Eventually) the oldeat boy got married and went to
Florida to live, and when he came back from Florida to visit,
he would look me up. He never forgot what I did for him.
Well of course not!

1l used to take him and a bunch of other kids to Log Shows and
dorse Shows with me, Oh, they had the time of their livea!
Did you show your horses as well as race them?

No. 1 showed the dogs but I did not show horses. Eut the
ids would come down and ride horaseback and they were just
thrilled to death, you know, to do it, for free.

There was another pcor family that lived in one of my
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apartmoenta and they had s paf't of kida. | used to take them
to Log shows and,oh, they pgot a big kick out of that!

Well 1 am sure they would! That would be a real treat!

S50, I've had a lot of fun in my lifel

You sure have had a lot of fun and you have done an awful
lot of good Fearle. An awful lot of good!

lirs. Gotts, you have made a big contribution to this
community and 1 am so glad that we had the opportunity to
make this recording. I'm sure it will prove interesting to

many people,

(end of taped interview)

Transcribed by Lysbeth Hoffman of Waterport, N.Y.

Interview and checking was done by Miss Ethel Willis, Medina.

Editing and final typong was completed by Helen McaAllister
of Medina, N.Y.

Fhotos courtesy of Mrs., P. GCotts.



