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For the Orleans County Historical Association, April 29,
1981, Don Cook of Medina, New York is interviewing
Mr. Oliver Meddaugh of 11424 Harrison Hoad, Medina, N.X.

Where and when were you born 0Ollie?

I was born in Candor, New York on December 13, 1918.

What county is that?

Tioga.

In your early years is there anything that stands out in
your mind, 0llie? Were you raised on a farm?

Yes. My father died when I was two years old and he had
been a farmer. Then my mother remarried and my step-father
was not a farmer but we lived in the country and I worked
at a neighboring farm.

I thought so because you were always kind of intereated in
the horses there and hitching up the team! You probably
did that when you were younger?

All my early work was on a farm.

With a team?

More with the teams than with a tractor.

Where did you go to school, 0Ollie?

I went to school in Newark Valley; that's a few miles from
Candor.

Did they have school buses back then?
I walked to school the first year .. it was a country school.

All eight grades were in the same one room. That District was
one of the earliest to centralize, and I went to town to
school in the second year. That would have been in the mid-
twenties.

After you got out of school did you still work at the farm
for awhile?

Yes. Of course I worked summertime while I was going to
school. Then I worked on farms when I got out of school.

Were you working with the Depratment when you got married?

( Department of Environmental Conservation = DEC).
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No.
You were still farmin' it?
Right!

Your family .. you've got three children. Would you tell me
about them?

A daughter, Donna Struble in Albionj; & son, EEF' He is in
Phoenix, Arizons. '

Donna lives in Barre?

Right! Then there is Sally Pask (Gailey Pask III, or "Skip")
and she lives right next door.

What is your wife's maiden name?

Thet was Smith, Celia Smith.

Celis has worked for Doctor Clayton Thomas of Medina for quite
a few years. Do you know how many years, Ollie?

Twenty years.
You have six grandchildren?
Right! Each has & boy and a girl. ....

Were you always interested in the out-doors, 0Ollie?

Oh yes.

Let's lead into your career. You started your career with the
D.,E.C. (Department of Environmental Conservation) as a trapper.
Obviously you picked this up on your own.

I was alweys interested in the out-of-doors, and I had done
some trapping. They needed trappers for the rabies program.

Did they advertise for this? How did you happen to get involved?
A fellow who knew me, knew I had trapped. 1 left the farm
because of a health problem: 1 had asthma. I went to Colorado
for awhile but it didn't make any difference. 1 came home on
vacation and this fellow came to see me and to see if I was
interested in trapping again.

wWas this fellow from the department?

Yea. Warren McKeon.

Would he have been from the Southern Tier Region somewhere?
At that time he headed up the Rabies Control Program for the

entire state. He later became Hegional Supervisor down along
the Hudson.
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When would this have been? Do you remember about when you
atarted?

April 1952.

When did you first start trapping?

The Rabies Program moved around to wherever there was a rabies
outbreak. The theory was that you could thin the fox population
to prevent the spresd of rabies, and to .control it better.

They tried to establish lines of fox scarcity, thinking that
maybe this would keep the rabies from crossing .. but it didn't.
I worked at that for a little over a year.

Would this be down near your home, or would this be asll over?
All over the Southern Tier. You never knew just where you were

going to be. Warren McKeon came to work in Hochester. He used
to be Wildlife Research Investigator, and Bob Perry was the
Manager. They had a vacancy for a Nuisance Control Trapper,
and Warren suggested that they could get me to f£i11l it in.
There isn't much more interesating work than rabies trapping,
so 1 accepted and came to work in this part of the country.

Was thaet when you came to Oak Orchard?
1 spent quite a lot of time at Oak Orghard (Wildlife Manage-
ment Area).

You weren't specifically stationed at that place then?

No, I serviced damage complaints throughout the region, but
whenever I had any free time 1 spent it at Oak Orchard to do
whatever had to be done. ... Francis King was there. Jerry

Cummings came ... let's see; I come there in 'S3 and Jerry

Cummings come shortly after I did. He was freshly out of school,
out of California.

Did King retire? Is that why Cummings come in?

No, he went up in the north-eastern part of the state; up to
Chazy, near Lake Chemplain.

When did you come into the Oak Orchard Area completely? Would
this be right about within a year or so?

When Jerry Cummings took over the Caretasker's job, after
Francis King left -- well, Jerry was a biologist -- he passed
the biologist's exam and became a bioclogist while I was there.
Well, Jerry went into the Fish and Wildlife Service at Monte-

e
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zuma. He had the Assistant Manager's job at Montezuma and he
left; then I took over his duties at Oak Orchard.

Would Bob Perry have been the Supervisor of Region One at that
time? Was he your boss? Was he the General Supervisor?

Yes, he was when I came and he was for several years after.

Basically, when did you take over Oak Orchard Wildlife Manage-

ment Area?

About 1959 or '60.

But you had been here since '53, did you say?

Yes, in the region. We phased out more of the Nuisance work,
as much as we could. Then we had another fellow that worked
the eastern part of the region, so that gave me more time to
work with the enforcement.

Almost full time then?

Just about. I still serviced damage complaints.

This was while you were still in Region One, right? The Lake
Plains counties: Niagara County to Monroe?

'7Ti11 Wayne County, it used to be.

Then, of course, in 1970 they changéﬁ it over to Hegion Eight
and instead of along the lakeshore, it went from Pennsylvania
close to the Lake Ontario shoreline. Right?

Niagara and Erie County to Wyoming County was Region Nine.
Right! So you don't have those counties anymore.

You worked with a lot of guys there. Can you come up with
some of the highlights of all this? ... Whet did Bob Perry
say? They started buying this right about 1940 or 'l1, and then
the war caeme along and held them up? So you must have been in
this whole ball of wax with this wildlife area.

The acquisition was nearly completed when I came.. the Qak
Orchard Area. The major part was completed.

Then in 1958 the Fish and Wildlife bought Iroquois' Refuge.
Do you remember when they got Tonawanda (Wildlife Management
Area).
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They started acquisitioning the Tonswanda aresa snd the Iroquois
at about the same time. In fact three or four of them was bought
at about the same time, About in '57 the state got the south
side .. there south of route #77 and the Iroquois .. they
called it Osk Orchard National Wildlife Heguge then.

Until 196k.

There was some confusion with the name of state areas, and the
name was changed to Iroquois.

Now you have got about 20,000 acres right from one end to the

other, or pretty close?

Close to it. There's about 2,500 acres on the Oak Orchard area
and about 6,700, I believe, on the Tonawanda area now.

And of course the Iroquois Refuge is 10,800 acres or maybe a
little more. That's not just water-fowl, that's upland habitat
too. You can grow some corn for your pheasants and your deer
and leave it out in the fields. Buckwheat and millet for your
waterfowls.

It's basically a waterfowl area but of course it's upland and
we can take advantage of the upland to produce upland grains
if we can.

You've worked with a lot of men here, Ollie., I've written down
a few of them because I can't remember from one minute to the
next .. but anybody special here that you'd like to mention?
Oh, probably Bob Perry had more influence on establishment and
development of thease wetland areas than anybody that's been
connected with it. '

You have worked with Elmer Wagner and Fred Slater and Larry

Myers and Danny Carroll, and of course you have had some good

guys like Bill Rebovich. Do you ever hear from him anymore?
Bill pulled stakes and went to Colorado, didn't he?
He's in the southwestern corner of Colorado.

I know how you enjoyed working with Bill and Dan when you were
doing .. you did a lot of major or impoundment work, and all
that, in about 1975, was it, over in Tonawanda?

Yes, there was a lot of construction and Bill and Dan were a
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great team to work with.

Great guys, right! I remember when you were doing it. I couldn't
believe how much you fellows accomplished there in such a short
time, I'm sure that the people that are interested in wildlife
are going to be, you know, impressed.

They are a couple of dedicated, hardworking individuals.

Right! They've done a lot of work there.

Worked hard and a lot of long hours.

It's paying off because you've got some real prime waterfowl
habitat over there.

Here's another thing I want to ask you now, Ollie. What's
the big change you've seen in waterfowl? You've been here since
1953; that's almost 30 years. Now you must have seen a little
difference in your migration?

One of the biggest changes in waterfowl has been the establish-
ment of local nesting of Canada Geese.

In other words, you used to only have a few and now you have &
lot?

Well, there weren't any until the late 19508 or 1960. I under-
stand that before that some Canada Geese nested along Lake
Ontario in some of those marshes, But there hasn't been any in

a good many years. ... A good water spot is supposed to build
the population. I remember as a kid, Woodduck were real scarce
and Mallards were scarce. Now Mallards are our most common nester.
The Woodduck have made a big comeback. .

Of course a lot of our Woodduck is due to you and the biologists
when they set up the nesting boxes to help encourage and protect
them when they are on the nest.

It seemed to be one of the factors to provide the Moodduck with
aafe nesting sites.

I can remember as a kid .. it was 1941 before they would even
let you shoot & Woodie. You could shoot one. Now I guess they've
got it up to two. So you figure they're coming back and I think
it's good sound wildlife management that's brought them back.
Before, they were rare.



. Oak Orchard Wildlife Management Area
Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge
Tonawanda Wildlife Management Area

The ‘*Oak Orchard Swamp’’ is an historic wetland area northwest of Batavia, New York. Spring flooding
by the Oak Orchard Creek provided temporary water areas used by migratory ducks and geese long before
the white man settled the area. Concerned government agencies began acquiring the area in the mid1840's
in order 1o prevent exploitation aqd the ultimate loss of its value to wildlife.

Development of the areas has been aimed toward improving the habitat to benefit breeding and migrating
waterfowl. Flood walers that formerly receded are now held in_ large shallow impoundments by low dikes.
Small impoundments and numerous potholes have also been created throughout the entire area. Certain
“‘paddies’’ are drained annually, tilled and planted to buckwheat or millet, After the grain ripens, the areq
is reflooded 1o provide fine dining for the waterfow|. Many upland "areas are maintained as grass land ‘or
cropland to provide nesting cover and food. Shrub and tree plantings in large open areas help create inter-
spersion of habitat and provide additional food and cover for upland wildlife. Particularly on the state-
owned areas, a large part of the development and operational cost has been mel by money from sportsmen
through such programs as the Pittman-Robertson Act (an 11% tax on sporting arms and ammunition).

Tens of thousands of waterfow! brought north each year by lengthening days and mild spring weather
stop al the area before continuing their migration. Numerous parking areas and overlooks are provided
where the birds can be viewed resting and feeding. Canada geese, mallards, black ducks, pintails,
widgeon, blue and green-winged teal, wood ducks, shovelers, gadwalls, ring necked ducks and whistling
swans are among the many species of waterfowl commonly seen. Some of these birds, including Canada
geese, maEIards, blacks, hlue-wunged leal and wmd:es remaln on the area to nest and produce their young.

Such birds as thrushes, warblers, shore birds and marsh waders are also abundant. Greal-blue herons,
green herons and American bitterns are common along the marsh edges. Birds. of prey such as the red-tailed
hawk and the kestrel are often seen soaring overhead, watching for rodents. Marsh hawks, ospreys and
bald eagles are occasionally observed. Ring-necked pheasants, ruffed grouse and woodcock can be seen in
the upland areas. Common mammals of the area include muskrats, beaver, mink, raccoons, white-tailed
deer, opossums, red and gray foxes, squirrels, rabbits and woodchucks.

The abundant wildlife resources' on the area are here for everyone. Whether you fish, hunt, trap, bird
walch, hike or take photographs, come and share in the enjoyment.

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Bureau of Sport Fisheries & Wildlife
P. 0. Box 57 RFD 1
Avon, New York 14414 Basom, MNew York 14013
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Now, about the numbers of geese: wWere there big flocks when you
first came here? Was tharaﬂzﬁg_big migration, or would you say
that's built up over the years?

well, it was big but it's continued to grow. ... The biologists
claim that there are more Canada Geese in the flyway right now
than there has ever been.

... What about the swans and other species .. Whistling Swans .. 7
You had a fabulous show of Whistling Swans this spring in your
area.

We counted 52l at one time, on one pond!

That's something you've never seen in the pastl

I haven't seen it. What it was in the older days, I have no

idea. Of course they don't nest here.

Well no, but they stop off here and you hold them for a couple
of weeks while they're waiting for the weather to bresk, up
north. It's still nice for the people in the area to drive out
and see., Now 0llie, anything else? Ducks?

The Black Duck has decreased, the Woodduck has increased.

Do you have any idea why? ——

Personally I don't know. There are several theories: peaticides

were blamed for awhile. Probably the Eompatition from your
mallards, crossing with the mallards, is some of it. They're
very similar. The Black Duck seems to be more wary. It doesn't
adjust to civilization as well as the mallard.

-

I can remember when Heinz was here (food processing plant);
every year they would have carrots.. Oh you know, they made up
the vegetables for baby food .. and a lot of the carrot .. I
suppose when they scraped the outer edge of the carrot, it would
get into Oak Orchard Creek and float down (stream). And I can
remember hunting Black Ducks on Osek Orchard Creek when they
would get out and just black the sky. This was right after

the second world war, and into the '50s. Now you go down there
during the season and you're Ilucky if you see & flock of ten

or twenty! You know, the Black Ducks are just not here.]l don't

know if they are somewhere else or not.



CHECKIN' HUNKER"#-v.‘mme of the 107 shows Oliver M*—‘ddﬂwh bﬂ“ﬂmﬂ and

Canada geese biologisis rounded up on Oak Thomas “*Dan’" Carroll, right, displaying a
Orchard are shown here. Lower left photo band. Both of these are goslings.-(J-R Photos)
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1 guess they've had serious problems wherever they nest.

Am I right in saying this .. now like with a Canada Goose can
nest almost in your backyard, where something like a Black Duck
or a Canvas Back, they've got to be way off and away because
they are awful touchy and spookyl

I'm not familiar with a Canvas Back, they nest up north. But
a Black Duck is like that. They are much more scarey than the
Mallards. It doesn't adapt as well.

I read somewhere that this is one of the problems: they're
figuring on the Canvas Backs and the Blacks because of man's
encroachment. They just can't be near people, they've got to

be away.

Anything else on the waterfowl here, 0llie? You have done
a lot of duck banding. I know we've gone through some this in
the past where you've got birds that were banded here one day,
and shot zillions of miles away a couple of weeks later. Any-

thing special that you can recall or you want to speask about on
that?

Well, the Blue-wing Teal go farther scuth than any of our other
waterfowl. We get quite a few that go to Cuba and to South and
Central America. Some of the Mallards tend to go west and
north-west after they are banded. ... Some of the Teal go north
of here tc Ontario sfter we've banded here.

«+s 1t'a tough to figure out why, isn't it.

Before the general migration, it seems some_ of the birds get
uneasy and they take and go in various directions before they
end up in the south. Of course, some going south will nest in
other areas too, but the majority come back to the same area.
... They tend to return to the area where they hatched. Especi-
ally the females. The males are apt to wander. The males from
other areas will come back to the females.

Did you say that after three years, geese mate for life?
Well, generally. They switch mates sometimes and if something
happens to one, they remate guite readily.

Ducks will usually remate each year, won't they? Where geese
wWill more or less mate for life?

Yes, Once the female has started to incubate, the male ducks
generally join other males and molt as 8 group. But the geese
satay together throughout the year. The male stands watch all
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Botulism [ -
Rffects i |

By 'ON CDOK

The watchword is out to all
local waterfowl biologists.

Of all the diseases afflicting
waterfowl, none has caused
more massive or visible lossps
than botulism. This past week
several ducks, a few Canada
geese and four shore hirds were
found suffering from this
disease in the Oak Orchard
Wildlife Management Area
near hera,

Oliver Meddaugh of the New
York State Dept. of En
vironmental Conservation, and
the person with primary
responsibility of the State's pair
of wildlife management areas,
Oak Orchard and Tonawanda,
first noticed a problem late last
Tuesday afternoon while
making & routine check of his

balliwick, He spotted a strange TARGET AREA -- Ollver Meddaugh of the
IET._[!'IE mallard duck Nanortmeant af Eeslesmms omba? o aa

i o ™
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Returning to the exact site the
following morning (Windmiil
Marsh sector of Oak Orcharr)
he found, as he worded it, whal
he was “afraid of."

Dead ducks!!!

In searching the area with
fellow workers Dan Carroll and
Bill Rebovich, the trio totalled
21 dead mallard ducks, &
Canada goose and four
shorebirds. They were a least
sandpiper; lesser yellow legs;
pectoral sandpiper and a
killdeer. Three live Canadas
were picked up, with two sur-
viving.

The birds were immediately
transferred to the department's
lab in Delmar. They were flown
out of the Rochester airport that
very evening.

The following day (Thuraday)
Meddaugh and his co-workers
again searched the same reglon
and found seven more dead
mallards along with two geese
still alive that they transferred
to another area,

To keep waterfowl from the
area, and more of them from
being contaminated, a “'Zon
gun'' was placed nearby. This
weapon fires every few minutes
to scare the fowl away much as
orchard farmers use to keep
hirds from feeding on their
crops. Also reflectors and
futtering fage were placed in
the same vicinity,

No more fowl were found
Friday, and Saturday the
WwWorkers came ACross a
woodduck that they feit they
might have missed earlier in
the week.

The results were phoned Lo
Meddaugh from Ward Stone, a
pathologist in charge of the
Delmar lab, and suspicions
were confirmed. The birds were
suffering from botulism.

Reflooding of & gently
sloping, moist shoreline ex-
posed by receding water levels
is commonly followed by
botulism losses., A possible
explanation for this apparent
cause-and-effect relationship is
that the moist mud between
water's edge and dry soil (the
fringe ares) serves A3 an in-
cubator. Here, free of the
diluting and heat-insulating
effects of the waler,
Clostridium bolulinum can
grow and produce toxin in the
entrapped organic materials
When subsequent reflooding
covers such a fringe area with
mater and makes it attractive
to waterfowl, toxin-containing
materials are consumed when
they feed,

Appreciable numbers of
waterfowl ill from the hotulism
can recover if given an op-
portunity. They need fo he

Loprarbulgne od DAY IEEREEL RATnil b sLasie
glasses the Windmill Marsh ares of Oak
Orchard Wildlife Monagement Area for
diseaned ducks, He uses an all-terrain vehicle
to check the vicinlty for waterfowl. Lower
photo bs the Zon-gun wisd to seare walerfowl
from the trouble spot. Originally carbide, it
has heen converied to natural gas.

picked up and placed in pens
that shield them from the sun,
wind and predators and provide
them with fresh water.
Treatment depends upon the
stage of the disease. Biologist
John Morse of the Iroquois
National Wildlife Refuge said
today there were apparently no
sectors on the federal sanctuary
with this problem. The Iroquois
Refuge is adjacent to the Oak
Orchard area,

In an interesting note, Dr.
Stone discovered lead poisoning
in four of the mallards, Med-
daugh pointed oul there has

 J-H Photos

been no hunting for three
decades in the Windmill Marsh
sector. The birds could have
digested the pellets from other
areas, however, and flown into
Windmill Marsh, he said.

Region 8 Supervisor Edward
Holmes of the Avon office,
complimented Meddaugh on his
quick action and said this kept
the loss of waterfowl at a
minimum.

"“We're checking the marsh
daily,” Meddaugh emphasized.
‘Hopefully the disease has run
ita course bul we're making
sure.’”

3/
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during the incubation period and stays with the families through
the year. In fact, family groups stay together right up until
next nesting season.

In other words, a lot of these geese you will see out here in
the summertime are what you'd call immature geese. Right? They
look like adults but they are not because they are just kind of
building all summer long.

Right! The local geese that you see now out in the field and
around, are yearlings and two year olds that have not yet mated
or nested. The mated pairs will be right close to the nest site.
It's kind of early yet (April 29th) but you said you saw a hatch
today over in QOsk Orchard; a brood hatched out of geese?

Yes, 1 saw a brood on Windmill Marsh today. I checked the nest
gite Monday morning that had hatched but 1 didn't see the
goslings. They'd already left the area. That was on a small pot=-
hole. They'd apparently moved to the marsh already.

That would be April 27th, and that's gotta be sitting on some
cold daysl!l

Well, those birds started to incubate the last few days of March.
What is the incubation period?

Twenty-eight to thirty days, depending on the weather,

So here they are. They're hatched out and some of the migrants
8till haven't left yetl

fight! By the 10th of May they will be gone. We'll still have
gquite a few the 1st of May, and then by the 10th they are gone.
Do you think we've had more geese this year than any other

year, or is that kind of hard to say?

Oh that's hard to say. ... 1 saw as many on Goose Pond yeaterday
morning as I've seen any time this year, which surprised me. But
that was quite early in the morning. Apparently they apend a
lot of time out in the fields. They stay out in the fields
throughout the day, and the marshes don't have near the geese

on that ... they're in the area and in the daytime .. it's
misleading. There are a lot more geese here than we see by chec-
king the marshes in the middle of the day. They just come in
for the night and astay out in the fields through the day a lot.
A lot are sort of hanging along the lakeshore too?

Yes,
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Got a lot of them down there too.

I haven't been down that way this year, but I know that earlier

they had a lot of geese down along the lake.

when you were working at Braddock's Bay (north of Rochester)

last year on assignment, didn't you say you came back and you

saw geese almost in every field and in some fields that you

nevar expected to see?

All along the Parkway, those barrow pits; they're quite attractive

and those big open fields along the Parkway had a lot of geess.

That's great! ... Thomas "Dan" Carroll did quite a history on

the development of all this wildlife area for anybody that wants

to follow up on this. (3ee photo from J-R newspaper, this page).
(end of side one of taped interview)

ER
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FUTURE REFERENCE:-Thomas ‘'Dan'’
Carroll, biologist with the Region 8 Dept. of
Environmental Conservation, has just com-
pleted a written history of the three wildlife
areas south of Medjna. A copy has been
placed in Lee-Whedon Library in Medina and
Swan Library in Albion. Eventually the
historic pamphlet will be placed in all libraries
in Orleans County. -(J-R Photo)
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People come by in the spring of the year and they see a lot of
geese, but they also see a lot of deer. Now we can remember

when there was no deer and I'm sure that back in your jyouth,
0llie, you didn't see any deer either.

No, there were no deer when I first can remember. 1 can very
plainly remember the first deer that I ever saw about in 1930.
We started in seeing them around here in the mid-thirties. Now
you've got a lot of deer in the spring of the year when it is
in the late February, when you were having your thaw breakup
over in Oak Orchard.

There has been, traditionally, historically, a dense cedar
swamp on the south side of the Oak Orchard Wildlife Management

Ares. This has been a deer yard since probably before the deer
dissppeared. In the pioneer days it was a wintering area, and
then when the deer became re-established they started to uase

the area again. That was becsuse of winter cover: protection
and food. That's White Cedar and one of their favorite winter
foods. In this part of the state they really don't need to yard
because of severe weather or for food. It is an inherited trait
that they seem to follow. They come from around the country-
side. '

Mother Nature's instinect?

Apparently. It does offer the most protection from the weather
of any cover in the surrounding countryside.

You had a project over there .. I think they started before
you came .. the Snowshoe Habbit.

There were some Snowshoes trapped from the Adirondacks and
released in the Cedar Swamp in 1949. I'm not sure of the number.
They did gquite well. By 1960, they were well established. The
population for that area was about as high as you'd expect in
8 good Cedar Swamp in the Adirondacks. But that big deer herd
that wintered in the ares tended to destroy the winter cover.
They ate all the Cedar that the deer could reach. I think that
probably that was the main reason that the Snowshoe Rabbits
disappeared: competition for food cover. There isn't much of
the surrounding country that's good hare habitat and with the
disappearance of the White Cedar, the Snowshoes apparently




All 21 of the immature Bald
Eagles raised this summer at

the New York BState Oak.

Orchard Wildlife
Management Area have been
released and a few of the
birds are still hanging out in
the vicinity enjoying a free
meal,

A pair of the young eagles
have met with disaster,
however. One eagle was
electrocuted near the Town of
Greece, Monroe County,
when he became tangled with
high power fines. The other
bird was shot and killed by an
irate farmer in Ontario,
Canada. (Birds of prey are
not protected in Canada).

With all the interest of the
Bald Eagies In this sector,
friend Craig Ross of North
Gravel Hoad, Medina,
brought in a book that deals
with the eagle here In an
earlier time,

For those who may not
know, Ross had dealt in an-

tiques and autographed books

=:in the area for many-years.
. Some time ago he purehased

N-R

L}

the contents in the barn of
Mrs. Virginia  Lattin
Morrison, formerly of the
Gaines-Basin Road, and now
residing in Florida.

Among the WaE a
hook written, It is belleved, by

The book deals with birds of
Western New York and was
written in longhand by Dr.
Lattin. The handwriting is
excellent can be read
with ease. A 20-page booklet
on birds of Western New York
was written' by Ernest H.
Short and published by Dr.
Lattin in the 18%0s with a
second edition published in
1896., The book we speak of
above was possibly written
shortly after the turn of the
century,

In writing of the Bald
Eagle, we quote:

“Rare resident, individuals
being occasionally taken
along the lake. Formerly it
was more plentiful and bred

... within the county at secluded
points along the lake shore.

10—9- 13/

¥

Back in the early 60s (1380s)
there was a oest at a point
very close to the Orleans-
Niagara County line, in a tree
near the shore, This nest was
‘as large as a husbel basket’
end se prominent that the
Canadian smuggling-boats
which made a practice of
landing at some two or three
different points in that
vicinity used the nest as a
mark by which to steer their
crafts to a landing-place.

“This interesting bit of
information I gain through
Mr. H. P, Hood of County
Line, N.Y., now deceased,
who, in those days held a
position as customs officer, it
being his duty to patrol the
gshore each night for a
distance of three or four miles
near that point to guard
against these Canadian
smugglers,

“Evidence at hand would
indicate also that a pair of
eagles continued to nest in
that vicinity (or in the neigh-
borhood of the Thirty Mile
Point lighthouse) in Niagara
County, a mile or two west of
the line, up until as recently
a3 about 1880,

_“Also along in the 80s there
was reported to be a nest in a
certain plece of woods located
on the lake shore between the
mouths of the Oak Orchard
and Johnson's Creeks in the
town of Carlton, the. birds
being seen frequently In that
Tocality,

Tonawanda

in Orleans County were
liberated in April 1899 by the

Mitehell Preserve
Association, Twenty-nine
birds were given their liberty

on the grounds of the
preserve, south of Holley.

It goes on tostate individual
birds had been observed In
the comnty at different times.
Some pheaspnils = were
liberated at Rochester im the
summer of 1898, and it was
felt some of these hirds
wandered (imte Orieans
County.
The pheasant was protected
:;s;hh time and a ﬂenﬂt}r of
was cha anyone
wag found one of these
birds.

The other has to deal with
the Canada goose which has
been a migrant, probably
before man arrived here.

The book states that very
rarely does the goose breed
here but in May 1900 a nest
was found by Frank Thurston
of Medina in the Tonawanda
Swamp.

Apparently the Canada
goose migrated through here
in good numbers bui nothing
like the hundred thousands
that peak here today in the
spring

l:ral.g Hoss said the "book
would be given to the Swan
Library, Albion.

THE “EARLY’ BIRDS--Craig Ross, right, leafs through a hand-written
book on the birds of Western New York with J-R outdoor writer Don Cook.
The book, believed to have been written by Dr. Frank H. Lattin in the early
1900s, was purchased from Dr. Lattin's niece. Story below. -(J:R Photo)
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followed. By 1965, they were just about gone. That's when I
saw the last one. Took a picture of it, right?!

You have spent some time fox hunting, cat hunting, and
coon hunting. That's a prime hobby of yours, 1 know.
Most anything that you can hunt with the hounds.
Yes, you love your hounds.. that's good. You have owned guite
a few dogs, 0llie.
Some pretty good ones, and a few duds!
I guess any honest dog owner would say the same. What did you
say.. "Don't brag about your dog until after he's been dead

for ten years!"
'Till he is safely deadl

You have spent some time cat hunting in the Adirondacks?

Yes, in the '50s and early '60s I tried to spend as much time
as I could in the Adirondacks.

Was this for Bob-cats?

Bob=cats. This was before the snow-mobile, and before the

high fur prices. We had a big blow-down in November of f49

that blew down acres and acres of soft woods, mostly in the
Adirondacks. This is a wind that came out of the north-east.
That blow-down and the change in the cover, and the new growth
came up through the old blow-downs and created a lot of rabbit
and other small wildlife habitat that didn't exist in the solid
stand of mature trees. As a result of the small wildlife incresss,
the bob-cat increased as well. Fur price was very low so there

was no incentive for trappers to trap bob-cat and they increased
quite stesdily through the '50s. After deer season and before
beaver season .. at that time the beaver season was just a spring
season .. we had the whole Adirondack Mouintains pretty much to
ourselves. There were no cross-country skiiers, and no snow-
mobiles. But the ridiculously high fur prices and the snow-mobile
spoiled that pretty much.

Pretty well put the cat out of business, do you think?

Yes, the cat hunting.

Well, you did it more or less for the enjoyment with the hounds,
didn't you?

0h yes!
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The same with the fox and the coon .. you did more of that
just to work with the dogs more than anything didn't you?
1 hunted fox just as much and enjoyed it just as much. Maybe
more, when there was no market for the fox hides.
Right, just to go out and hear the dogs.
I think we had some better runs when the fox weren't persecuted
as much as they are now. They were bolder and you get the best
runs when you run the same fox time and time again.
You shoot at him, sometimes once, and if you miss him he's
gone .. he's taking the next train to Californial
Right!

The beaver is another animal that disappeared shortly after
the area was settled; probably before the deer even.
In western New York, do you think?
I think so.
The whole New York State, yeah,
I think the beaver trappers came through even before the
earliest settlers, or right at the same time. Of course, they
took them anyway they could. They tore out the dams and shot
the beaver. There just weren't any (beaver) anyplace. There are
very few any place; but they were re-established.
Do you remember seeing your first beaver, 0llie?
I can remember my firat one; that was about in 1927 in
Tompkins County near Ithaca. How it got there and where it came
from, I don't know. -
Was it a live one?
Yes. It had a dam. But it was several years before 1 saw another
one. By 1950 they were throughout most of the state. In the
late '50s and early '60s, a lot of our nuisance wildlife damage
complaints were from beaver.

You don't get much muskrat complaint, do you?

Not much.

They are practical on your refuge anyway; they keep the cat-
tails down to some extent?

Yes. Flooding is a problem you have with beaver. You get some
complaints from cutting, but most of the material they cut is
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By Don Cook

Oliver Meddaugh

Ever sinee the outset of this
column it has been stressed
that your scribe is far from an
expert in  general outdoor
reporting. The attempt here is
to report with both feet on the
ground, but as so often hap
pens in any endeavor, e
occasionally end up with a fou
in our mouth.

S0 where do we come up
with the final ‘'right” an
swer? Well, like our grod

walerlnwl ivriel

wrf banl

Foven thongh not g college:
praduate,  Meddaugh has
atbivimescl j panmecle of suceess
i hes career thal 15 rarely
altaning h wollege
el leel wsan. e me omy
esftaihinn s one ol o
vinistdng byeed!

Thits statemend 5 pol in
Fended eribicism  of
college edueation, bl merely

the a0l Meddavgh poimted
ol ““This way we know Lhey
are loeally vosed hivds ol
not the fhghi -.l.lult'ki Tht prass
Throwigh v vicatity

T'oome Lhis 15 one of the more
interesting phases of s
friend's ouldoor activilies.
Trapping stations are set up
haited, and visiled twice

day. Each fowl taken by this

method 15 logged for specics
sex and whether mature o
immature hirds. Thoy  are
lagged with o numbeyed
aluminum  leg  bhand ol
refeased  uninjurad,  Rocords
of all birds are theo sent (o s
lederal bird banding
labhoratery in Lasrel, Nl

sSome of the records Ollie

showed 18 were mnsl  in
teresting

In 1954 he ond his oo
warkers banded an all-time
high of 3,200 ducks. And thae
same vear a o mallard drak.
was rapped 20 Himes. Ap
parently he enjoved o (ree
hand ouwl

A mallard drake  handed
Nov, U 1954 was <hot hy 5
hunter 11 years later on Nee.
24, 1S near Bronksville, Fla

A pair of male blue-wingy
teals were both Landed Sept
MR, 165 and  jusi cight das
later they wore bith hogged It
NJEF_.E. British Craminag, on el
B, 1965,

And a back duck  dralke
banded at (ak Orchard on
Nov. 7, 1954 was dropped 13
years later (Dee 17, 1967
near Lyndonville.

When Oliver Meddanph ook
over the reing of Oak Orchard,
the stote wias o=t in I
process of acquiring  he
Tonawanda Area as o com
panion  sanctuary Russ
Cheney was the hinlogist whi
laid out the management plan
along with Meddagth

Construction work on e
B e re Tonawanda Wildbife
Management Aren wos
complished by bits anel paeces
urd il This passt siomer T 107
e Bl Tasies oo il
sallvsdsindial s ol ey da
welliands restoratvon That wi
Fimally jpthovezeel s seny
ol heavy D enl Wi
breonghd an amd need boss Go s
an enermons amount ol woeelk
Wins per o Lo el
making the Tonawande A
el habhiat ocor o e
species ol wildbge
homded gl fron b ed

1379\



friend Uliver Meddaugh, we
spend more long green than
we care to admit buying books
on the great outdoors, ecology.
ete, to come up with the an-
SWer,

More often though we just
ask Ollie!

In case you're wondering,
he is the New York State Dept.
of Environmental Con-
servation principal fish and
wildlife technician who has
primary reaponsibility for the
state’'s two wildlife
management areéas, Oak
Orchard and Tonawanda,
situated hetween the Iroguois
Mational Wildlife Refuge. The
total complex covers aboul
20,000 acres of prime

1o esialilisn MY Gikililomi B Itk
Meddaugh.

Born and raised in Candor,
New  York, Meddaongh ac-
cepled a job in April 1952 as a
professional trapper.

in July 1950 The MY Con
seryvation Dept. brought Ollie
inta this seclor as a nuisance
trapper, His primary work
sehedule was 1o handle
wildlife damage complaints,
The beaver he trapped and
iransferred to more logical
lacations, the fox he trapped
and removed from the area,
and the deer were scared off
the complaining farmers’
CTIpS

A eouple of years later the
trapping duties were turned
over to Al Reigle and Med-
daugh hecame associated with
the Oak Orchard Area.

During  Meddaugh's  early
years in this vicimty, Francis
King was carctaker ol the
2 500 acre Oak Orchard Game
Managemenl  Area, When
King wos transferred by the
Department i 1955, Gierald
Cummings toak over the reins
until 1959, when he in turn left
Lo accept a position with the
U.S.  HBurcau of Sporis
Fisheries and Wildlife at the
Montezuma National Wildiife
letuge in central New York
Slate.

It was al this point Med-
dough was clevated 1o the
position that he enjoys loday.

s day 1o oy work
aelpddule e these days in-
cluded keeping records and
duta such as the amount of
witerlowl taken each season
and furbearers (rapped on the
area: construction of dikes,
pot holes, paddie fields;
Luilding the permit station,
(e Ticld house and the tool
shed, and other mainienance
wirk .

In reminiscing, Meddaugh
chuckled as he lold of a
canpon pet that he buill along
whlh Cnannings, e livedrap
el e an ik L hiard
to bl Toelay. wath o loeal
(fack of the Lig honkers
pesting amd raising  their
braods in this =ector, it is
el simpler (o aehieve (hese
resilis

W lewee off an aren and
deive the geese across the
waler inte this enclosure,” he
eaplained. This s wsnally
argund Lhe Tirst of July, The
adull peese are molting and
without theiv i .o feathers,
anil their young,  wven't grown
theirs as yel,””

Soollier finne consaning
chore 1= banding of Jocks

S ey L Bned therm Lite in
thes surmpeer aned eeal early in

iMher HEW S &Y R L E] + 11
managing the twao jrens in-
cludes paising crops that are
never harvested, het left
alanding for wildiife te [reel
an. This helps cot v
complainds ol rop abwamaagie
from farmers berdexing the
ared, Meddangh canpdo o d

From June throngh  Sep
temboer sanctionesdd relmevel
field trials are held week cnis
on the Oak Orehard deca, and
require his presence,

Woodduck nesting howes are
huilt and placed steatesically
throughout the lwo  areas.
Fach winter these g
checked (o learn whst beves
were ulilized: if the hatebh was
suceessiul or not, and cleaned
gut Tor the following spring
nse,

There are many other duties
he performs that he heduees o
mention, A prime exqangebe e
during the whitetal ddee
season he spends much Thoe
examining deer al one of e
many deer check stibions his
departmentl operales over
south each fall Pialogically
this is imporiant for dbegeert
ment  personne tn keep
abreast of the deer situatuo
Western New York

Cuael, mibd-nanneredd il
congenial, Oliven A PR F AT I
the type of ouldonrsinan who
enjoys a postman’s holid 1
Probably B could Tao host
elasgified as n boand nean, o
Freflonsy sl sopprree i es o o
fard working, dag Tlangh e
takes delight in all pepeets ol
putdoor activities, Lie ceally
“digs'" the hounds, fethies
they are lrecing o vieenoi
running Lhe fox, o chasing
cab tand by cat we gon’t mean
the comman house varmiy!

An avid and epthosiashe
photographer. sur friomd s
accumulated o wealth of
outstanding  and  execphionsl
eolored shides Somelhing thal
is enjoyed by me menscly
wihithe wae chat sith hamg peet 1e
his replace in s e

He lives one countey Block
Brosrri renes, quest of 0 1EL 65, on 1h
Harrison Hoad, willy his wile
Celia Thioir aon Dan cesides in
Arigona. Ome doughier, Mres
Lesbie (Danma ) Strahle lves i
Barre and  their  other
daughter, Mrs, Gailey (sallv
Pask T lives just choam T
poad [rom them The Med
daughs  have  thrie granld
children

fo concluding this article an
my el Eriend,  wor s ol
admiration are searchel for
ot muvvhe W0 hest Je st
close by saving  ly [

[ERERE]

Chelluva gy
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waste material .. willow and stuff like that. You have some
damage to dikes from muskrat; they burrow.

Now you are talking about your water control. You like to
keep water control, right, for your area?

Yesa,

Do you asllow any beaver trapping over in your area?

Yes. We don't have any special regulations. We go along with
the state regulations.

But they don't trap them all, so you still have a few beaver.
They never get all of them.

Good, so we have a few to look at!
And a few to migrate up in the muckland ..where they get into
trouble.

That's where they live on onions, and the muck farmers there seem

to be really upset when the water starts backing up.

That land is so flat that it doesn't take much of a beaver dam
to flood quite a lot of area.

What do you do? Do you just go in and trap the beaver and move
him out?

If it is someplace we can't tolerate‘'the beaver dam until
trapping season, we will live-trap it and move it, But we try
to stall it until the season and have it trapped by private
trappers through the regular open season.

Now the muskrats .. anything on them outstaﬁding there?...
That's something I wanted to ask youl!! Apparently somebody
said that Martin Schmitt brought in some Black Muskrats. Did
You ever see any traits of that in your area? Do you think
that trait wore itself back into the natural breeding?
Apparently. ... He went to New Jersey and got those 'rats,

and it might be a result of the environment as much as the
strain of 'rats. They are from the salt marshes.

That would darken their pigments?

It seems that they have that dark strain; it tends to be down
in that area. Those Black 'rats disappeared, either from cros-
sing with the local 'rats or as a result of the environment.
I'm not sure. There was an introduction in New Jersey of those

Black 'rats, but it was not very succesaful,.

Were they all gone by the time you got here, or did you see
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some of them?

I never saw one. They were supposed to have been & bigger and
darker 'rat. The local 'rats are some of the best in the fur
trade., In this general area, in the Montezuma ares in Wayne
County, and up around the eastern end of Lake Ontario .. furnish
the best muskratas in the entire nation.

And the price is ridiculous!!

It is now. Eight dollars and fifty cents, or better.

Back when you were a kid, what would you get for a 'rat? A
quarter ?

I can remember getting fifty or sixty cents. Skunks, at that time,
were wWorth three and four dollars for a good skunk. Now it isas
just about reversed. There is not much demand for skunk, but

the muskrats are high.

Not much for beaver, is there?

No,

Fox and 'coon are quite high?

The highest they have ever been in the last three or four years..
There's not a big demand for mink either, is there?

No. .

I can remember my Dad saying that when he was a kid you used to
get twenty dollara for a mink! Well, twenty dollars back in
1910 was about two weeks wages, or more.

Several times of what you'd get for a muskrat. Now a good
muskrat will bring as much as you can get fhr a small female
mink.

There is something else that you and I were in on, 0Ollie, and

I think this is great: the wild turkeys. Do you want to give

us a little run-down on wild turkeya?

The state started a game farm program with turkeys. They raised
turkeys on the game farm to release them into the wild. I am

not sure of the years, but I think that was in the '50s that

they started that.

When I was talking to Ray Krouse at the pheasant farm, he said
that it was in the mid fifties; and wasn't it down near Sherburne?
They had a pheasant farm at Sherburne... I think that's the
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oldest game farm in the state. One of the older ones anyway.

I don't have any idea how many birds they raised, or anything.
I know that they released these game farm turkeys in several
locations throughout the state: the Southern Tier and the
Catskill aresa, with no success. They disappeared in every

area that they were released. Then they started to live=-trap
and transfer wild turkeys that had migrated in from Pennsyl-
vania .. there along the New York - Fennsylvania line. That was

an immediate success! By three years ago, most of the area
that we had considered prime turkey habitat had a turkey popu-
lation established. Then we started to release in some of the
secondary areas, and the Oak Orchard Swamp was cne of those.
So we brought, I believe, & total of 21 turkeys to the area
from Steuben County, and the results have been quite satisfying.
This was Auguts 1977, wasn't it, the first release .. the
initial release with three or four birds?

Right.

I got a picture of you and Bill Rebovich, and Danny Carroll
and was it Dana Robinson releasing them in Oak Orchard.

Then that was followed up through the fall and winter. Last
year we had reports of about thirty broods. That includes the
release of over north of (route) #104 in another part of the
county.

The first relesse was in January 1980 in the Town of Gaines.
Do you know how many turkeys you released in the Town of Gaines -
in that big stretch of woods right along (route) #1047 Was it
about sixteen, or something like that?

I think it was sixteen.

Now those birds are part of these that you are speaking of;
thirty broods?

It includes about four broods from over north.

And 26, you feel, from this area here?

Well, all the way from the Town of Hoyalton in Niagara

County to emat of Barre,.

That's great! When you stop and figure back in 1935 you would
come through here and you didn't have any of this, now you've
got deer and fox and turkey. I think that the D.E.C. has to be
complimented on what you people have done for, not just the
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ANOTHER FIRST--Yesterday wild turkeys

were released in the Town of Gaines by New

York State Dept. of Environmental Conserva-
tion personnel and Orleans County sports-

By DON COOK

One of the most fascinating
creatures to sportsmen of New
York State is the wild turkey.

The big birds disa
from New York State
somewhere in the middle 1800s.
When early homesteaders
cleared the land in the Southern
Tier counties of Western New
York, they found it just about
impossible to farm. The result
was much of this land waa
abandoned around the turmn of
the century, and up to the late
1920's and 30's.

Meturally it revered back to
the wildernesa it once was.

Wild turkeys, as well as the
whitetall deer and fox, spread
from the neighboring state of
Pennsylvania where much land
has always been wild. They
moved back into thls Southern
Tier sector.

Blologlets from the New York
State (then the Conservation
1rept.) Dept. of Environmental
i ‘'onservation at first attempted
to raise and stock turkeys as
they do the Chinese Ringneck
Pheasant, They had llttle

SucCcess.

When the biologists decided
on the trapping of wild birds
and transferring them to dif-
ferent areas, they found the key
to & most successful method of
spreading the wary gobblers
throughout much of New York
State.

Yesterday at noon the latest
trap and transfer of the wild
turkey ook place here in
Orleans County.

Thomas “Dan” Carroll and
Oliver Meddaugh of the DEC,
along with John Strickland,
Frank Shawver and Roger
HRush, all member of the Black
North Hod and Guon Club,
released six hen turkeys and
one tom (male). Also assisting
was CO Richard Tuohey.

The birds were released in
the long wooded sector that
runs parallel to the Ridge
Hoad, on the north side, in the
Town of Gaines, Both Carroll
and Meddaugh stated there
would be more turkeys
liberated in this vicinity

“This i3 anoclher hislorie
moment for sportsmen of
Orleans County,” Strickland

e

men. From left to right; Frank Shawver, John

Strickland, Oliver Meddaugh and T. Dan

Carroll.

noted.

Although this is a “first,” this
is not the first stocking of the
bronze gobblers in Orleans
County both Meddaugh and
Carroll emphasized.

The original trap and trans-
fer of wild turkeys here was on
Aug. 23, 1977 on the state owned
Oak Orchard Wildlife
Management Area, when a pair
of toms and a hen was released.

Later releases at Oak Or-
chard was three hens on Sept.
16; a pair of adult hens and four
juvenile hens, an adult tom and
three young toms on Oct. 20; &
pair of adult hens, two juvenile
hens and a juvenile tom on Jan,
15, 1978,

Wild turkeys have been
reported sighted in  several
parts of the Oak Orchard
Wildlife Management area
since, a3 have birds on the
Iroquois National Wildlife
Hefuge and the Tonawanda
Wildlife Area.

The birds released yvesterday
are all identified with an
orange floreseent tag on the
wing. They were trapped in
Steuben County.

This is Gobbler Country

(J-R Photo)

aeteret)
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hunters, but for the general public. There are a lot of people
that go out there .. bird watchers. ... Does William Rockeffer

9till come down here?
No, he's deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Rockeffer used to come out each
spring and spend quite some time in the area.

Harold Mitchell is 91 years old and he's still going. He was
out here, I saw by the paper, not too long ago, birdwatching.

The Hetriever Trials; do you want to say anything about
these, 0llie? You spent enough time and effort working with
those and a guy that likes dogs; why, you must have seen some

good Labs.
The Western New York Retriever Club started trials on the

Oak Orchard Wildlife Management Area. These are A.K.C.
(American Kennel Club) Licensed Trials, and I believe the

firast was in 1954. They have had one esach September since
then. They have A.K.C. Scanctioned Trials the 2nd Sunday of
each month through the summer. In 1960 we had the National
Golden Retriever Trials, and we alsq had the National Ama-

teur Retriever Trials in, I believe, it was the same year.

Now you are kind of in the twilight of your career, so to
speak. Maybe I shouldn't put it that way. I know that you are
kind of excited about the latest program you have got going.
Do you want to say anything at all about that?

The Eacle FProgram?

Yes. I think this is just great! :

We expect to get 21 eagles. These are Bald Hagles that will

be taken from nests in Alaska and hacked on the Oak Orchard
Area. We have poles set for the hacking tower over south

of the over-look that over-looks Goose Pond. It will be on the

high ground between Goose Pond snd Oxbow Marsh. We expect to

get these young eagles about the last of July.

About how old; about two weeks old?

I'm not sure.

I know that someone is going to ask what does "hacking" mean?




1982—THE YEAR OF THE EAGLE

Cin June 20, 1782, the Continental Con
gress adopted the Armerican bald cagle as our
nation’s symbal Over the past two hundred
years, the spirit of the bald eagle has infused
itself into the American way of life. The bald
eagle has come ta symbolize strength. cour
.-..|_1.' cletermination, and heaty, oo it ks e
cisely thise qualities that have come ta che
acterize the grealnegss of our nation

AN ENDANGERED
SPECIES

Dhuring the first cenlury a5 our nabon's sym
bal the eagle fared well. However, during the

late 1800s, as our nation expanded west
ward. the clearing of the land drastically re
duced the nesting and rogsting habitat of the
eagle, Other activities also contributed to the

eagle= decline. By 1973, the number of
American bald eagles was precariously low
and our nation's symbel was placed on the
endangered species list

Thanks to the concerted etforts of federal
and state agencies, conservation organiza
tions, and private industries, the Amerlcan
bald eagle s beginning to repopulate our
shies. Owver 1,000 nesting palrs can be found
in the lower 45 states, In Mew York, the De
partment of Environmental Conservation re
cently completed the first of two flve-year
bald eagle management programs. The sec

ond plan, already in progress, calls for the
release of 1249 bald eagles through the end of
1485

YEAR OF THE EAGLE
RESOLUTION

[ recagnition of these efforts. and in anbc-
ipation of the work that still lies ahead, [intro-
duced in Congress the American Bald Eagle
Resolution, designating 1982 as the “Year of
the Amerncan Bald Eagle,” and calling on
federal and state agencies, conservation or
ganizanons. and private industry o work to
gether to focus attention on the plight of the
cagle and the varety of management pro-
grams that are in place to aid our nations
living syrmbal

The resolution passed the Congress and
was signed into law by President Reagan on
Decembier 29 1981 The Presidential Procla-
mation aptly noted that "on June 20, 1752
thi* bald eagle became our Naton's symbaol
and national bird, As we approach the bicen
tennial anniversany of that event, we have an
excellent apportunity to pause and reflect
upon the importance of the bald eagle
Oy this occasion, let us renew our comimit
ment and dedicaticn to the conservalion of
our natural heritage as symbolized by the
bald eagle

To commemorate Congressional passage of Congressman LaFalce's resolution designating
1982 as the "Year of the American Bald Eagle”, officials of the National Wildlife Federation
recently brought a bald eagle to Capitol Hill.
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These will be hand raised birds. They will be taken cout of the

nests where there are two or three young birds in the nest.
Quite often there is competition between the birds, especially
if there are three. Usually not more than two survive and some=-
times only one. Eagles, like several of the hawks and owls,
start to incubaigﬁzg-acan as they lay an egg, and that one egg
hatches before the other two. So the bird that hatches first
has the advantage. If the food supply is limited, he gets what
is available and sometimes he even eats the others’. So taking
these birds is not going to have much effect on the Alaskan
population because they have a good population anyway.

30 the term "hacking" is more or less what you refer to as
hand raised?

They'll be hand fed.

You'll get the fish and feed them?

They will depend on Carp primarily from the Oak Orchard Creek
and marshes. We have, I'm sure, an adequate supply of those.
Somebody will be in attendance 2l hours a day to observe and
care for those young eagles.

In the evening will you have & t.v. camera or something like
that there? ‘

They will have a t.v. monitor in what we call the Field House,
the area we use as a headquarters for field trials and some

other gatherings. There will glso be a monitor at the over-

look so the public cen get a close-up view “of the procedings
over there at the hacking tower. I don't know how much of the
time that will be available to the public, but there are plans
to have t.v. at the parking area.

That's good! We have slready got some eagles in here thanks

to the program that they have had at Springwater and at Monte-
zuma .

... That old female bird at Hemlock Lake site mated with one
of the young birds that were hacked at Montezuma, and then

two of those birds hacked at Montezuma nested last year at
Perch River Wildlife Management Area, north of Watertown. And
they are back there incubating again this year. That Hemlock
nest was the only known Bald Eagle nest in the state until
birds sterted nesting in Watertown last year. So three of the
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Medina Conservation Club
Honors Area Qutdoorsmen

By DON GOODWIN
Mermnbers and friends of the
Medina Conservation Club
gathered al the Bates Road
clubhouse Saturday for an
annual banquet and to honor
individuals who have
devoted much of their lives lo

the field of conservation,
Oliver Meddaugh, principal
fish and wildlife technician who
has primary responsibilities at

the ©Oak Orchard and
Tonawanda Wildlife
Management area, was

presented & plague for his work
in conservation over the past 25

years,
Don Cook, Journal-Hegister
outdeor writer, noted in

presenting the award to Med-
daugh, "He is a dedicated
professional who for many years
has worked In the fleld for our

benefit, While most of us are up
to our knees in conservation, our
recipient is head over heels in
conservation.'

The wveteran wildlife officer
was deeply moved by the honor
and accepted the cngraved
plague with humility. The award
is inseribed: . Oliver Med-
daugh, the Sportsman’s Friend,
whuo for the past quarter century
has devoted an oulstanding
career Lo wildlife conservation
in this area, a token of ap-
preciation from  the Medina
Conservation Club.”" A quiet
man, Meddaugh has performed
his duties with little [anfare.

Honored with a Club Life
Membership was Stephen
Champlin Sr., who, as Ciub
President Charles Owen noted,
“has devoted a great deal of
time and effort to making the
Medina Conservation Club and
its allied activities a success."

Lean 17 orling, chairinan of the
CoMuoa arclwrey division,
presenten the “Big Buck
Trophy™' to archer Dave Bentley
who bagged an eight-point buck
during the past bow season.

The evening was spiced with
fellowship, good food and some
enlightening words (rom the two
puest speakers who addressed
thae 100 o1 50 in attendue

Hick Sojda, i field
representative with the NY
State Sea Grant Advisory
Service, explained his
arganization’s primary func
thons amed offered  same e

vimraging  words  on salmen
fishing in Lake Ontario,

Sojda noted that Sea Gran
theals solely with the Ontario
shoveline in Orleans County and
I wt presenl @5 pathering i
lowtmatlian and malerial o
present to the Deparbment ol
Environmenial Conservalion
redative to what can be done 1o
preserve and impeove Lhe G
Lario coastal rone. He said that
when his study 18 coplete
will indicate  just how  muoch
imnpaet the salmon fishing will
have on the area and what
shogled b done o proowote (e
spord v regard Lo bogooimge amd

fishing facilities,

The controversial deer hunt at
the Grea! Swamp National
Wildlife Hefuge in New Jersey
thal took place last fall was
recounted by a man who was
there, Berlin Heck, Iroguois
Mational Wildlife Refuge
assislant manager

Heck tald af the vas! exposure
the hunt received {rom the
national media and of the op-
position presented by various
organizations. He also noted
that the hunt was the most
practical method to thin the deer
herd which in the eyes of
wildlife officials, had outgrown
its hahitat,

Program chairman for the
annual  baonguel was Joe
Prescott who was assisted by
an Cook

Following dinner and the
presentations,  the  “"New
Country Sounds™ took the slage
arel e evening of dancing was
ra v

18 ),
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four birds that are nesting now are as a result of the
"hacking program" in the Montezuma. We have high hopes for
these that will be hacked here in the Oak Orchard Area.

And basically they will come back and raise their families
pretty much in the area, the general area?

Somewhere in the general area, we expect.

Good! Hopefully we can, in a couple or three years, maybe see
quite a few eagles flying around.

We have had reports of two or three this spring and that's
normal to see an eagle or two through the summer, but not at

all common.

You worked at a deer check-station every fall on the first

two Saturdays of deer season and Thanksgiving. Is there any-
thing you have ever seen there that is kind of outstanding..
outside of seeing a lot of big, beautiful bucks come through
that I wished I could have shot? You never hunted deer did you?
No.

You are a hound man.

I'm not a deer hunter.

But you must have seen some nice bucks come through?

We've seen some nice deer.

The deer here in New York is in good shape.

Deer are in excellent condition and I think one of the best
managed programs in the state probably have been the management
of deer herd. It took quite awhile to get adjusted and to have
something to solve management problems and satisafy most of the
people in the state. But the program they have now worka quite
well. '

That's good. You have to have your deer either sex-raticed, or
what do they call them? Doe-days, in the olden times, to kind
of keep the herd under control. Fnrmarq&hc are loosing crops
are all upset if they get too thick. '

Yes, deer are very prolific. They don't have many natursal
enemies. They don't seem to have much of a disease or parasite
problem, eapecially when they are kept under control and kept
in good condition. So they reproduce quite rapidly. It is neces-
sary to take does quite regularly to keep the population under
control.



A DIFFERENT HIGH RISE--Members of the Dept. of Environmental
Conservation Endangered Species Unit are busy constructing a two-tier
structure to raise Bald Eagles on the State's Oak, Orchard Wildlife

Management Area. Mike Allen is on the ground, left, and on the platform,
Chuck Hackford, Peter Nye and Allen Peterson, left to right. Lower photo
shows, left to right, Mike Allen and Peter Nye of the Unit, and Oliver
Meddaugh of the Oak Orchard Wildlife Management Area. -(J-R Photos)
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J-R Sportshr;n_;& fo?unm by DON COOK

For the past three days
members of the New York
State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation
have been busy constructing
the platform for hacking Bald
Eagles og the Oak Orchard
Wildlife ement Area,

Peter Nye and Mike Allen of
the Endangered Species Unit
are currently being assisted
by Chuck Hackford and Allen
Peterson, as well as Oliver
Meddaugh, of the Oak Or-
chard staff, -

On the Oak Orchard Area
the DEC plans call for 21
eagles to ,be raised and
released thig year,

Based upon the dramatic
success achieved during the
first five years of the hacking
program, a second five-year
program is curréntly under
way.

“The young eagles will be

into this area about
the Hrst week In July,"
pointed out Mike Allen of the
DEC Endangered Unit.

Project leader Peter Nye
emphasized the Oak Orchard
sector was chosen as a
hacking site because of the
abundance of fish, the
preferred prey of eagles, and
the “cleanliness" of them.

Figh caught earlier this
spring from the Oak Orchard
area were tested and after
examination, were found to be
clean of pesticides,

Both Nye and Allen ex-
plained she structure they are
building is patterned after the
successfnl prototype used
since 1976 at the Montezuma
National Wildlife Refuge.

The structure will be a two-
tier series of four platform
cages, for a total of eight
release compartments.

The eagles will be picked up
and transported from Alaska,
where they are in abundance
and not an endangered
as they are in the “lower 48"
states,

Ome of the major reasons for
selecting the Oak Orchard site
is its juxtaposition with the
other large wildllfe areas
here. The Iroqueis Natiomal
Wildlife Refuge and DEC's
Tonawanda Wildlife
Management Area together
comprise 20,000 acres of prime
habitat. This is over double
the area that Is available at
Montezuma Hefuge.

Both Nye and Allen are very
optimistic the program will
succeed here, as it did at
Montezuma, and the five-year

plan calls for g hacking of 129

birds,
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' Net, launched by a hrometrud‘t cannon, deacen‘di_a.n ;
wild geese at Oak Orchard to hold the l?irds for -

P : cannon .ﬂ'j.lt will l:ulirl a huge net to trap wild guéu on the ground
for banding. -Gerald -Cummings, left, and Oliver Meddaugh.

; "banding. It-does not injufe them. New York State’
Conservation Department photos by David G, Allen.
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Oliver Meddaugh of Medina, N.Y. was interviewed by
Don Cook of Medina.

The taped interview was transcribed by Lysbeth Hoffman
of Waterport, New York.

Final editing, typing and compilation by Helen M.
McAllister of Medina, New York.

All newspaper clippings and photos are courtesy of
Don Cook.



