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Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Steele

Three Score And Four

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Steele of Oak Orchard Road
in Barre Center celebrated
their 64th wedding an-
niversary on Sunday,
February 12. Friends
dropped by to offer
congratulations and to chat
throughout  the  day.
Homemade ice cream and
anniversary cake was of-
fered to guests. The Steele's
dining room held an im-
Pressive display of
congratulatory cards,

Clarence Steele and Edna
Grinnell were married on
Feb. 12, 1914 in the same
house in which they now live.
Mrs, Steele once told that it
was a frigid 8 degree above
zero day. Her brother took
the newly weds to the train in
a sleigh. They honeymooned
in Detroit.

Clarencs was a farmer all

R e i

For The Clarence Steeles

his life until he retired about
20 years apo. He worked
mostly Muckland and was
one of the early farmers to
“open up'' some of that
black dirt. Edna had plenty
to do, taking care of their 12-
room house - helping in a
pinch with some of the
farming chores, and caring
for her 4 children. Of course
Barre Center church ac-
tivities were a very real part
of her life. Both Steeles have
been active Grange merm-
bers for over 50 vears.
Clarence and Edna Steele
have one son Donald of
North Carolina, a daughter
Helen Caswell of Rochester
and daughter Janet
Hamilton of Barre, They lost
their daughter Charlotte.
Presently there are 11
grandchildren and 8 grea:
grandchildren.

Albion AL

Services Set

For Clarence
Steele, 90

Clarence H. Steele, ®, o
Barre Center, died Thursday at
Arnold Gregory Hospital,
following a long iliness,

Mr. Steele was born in Elbz
and had been a lifetime
resident of the area.

He was a retired muck far-
mer and a member of the Barre
Center Preshyterian Church
and of Albin Lodge I0OF,

He was co-founder of
Genesee-Orleans Vegetable
Growers Association and &
charter member of Barre
Grange 1026,

He was a member of the
Barre Fire Department and
gserved several vears on the
Orleans County Draft Board

Survivors are his wife, Edna
Grinnell Steele; a son, Donald
G. of Tarbore, N.C.: two
daughters, Mrs. Stanles
{Helen) Caswell, Rochester
and Mrs. Lawrence (Janet
Hamilton of Barre Center; on:
brother, Gordon of Buffalo: 11
grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; one nephew

The family will receive

| friends (25 and 7-9) at the

Merrill-Grinnell Funeral Home
where services will be held
Saturday at 2 p.m. Intermen:
will be in Mount Albion
Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to
the Barre Center Presbyteriar
Church or the charity of one's
choice.
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@Orleans County Historical

Agnoriation

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

Mr. Clarence H, Steele
Oak Orchard Hoad
Barre Center, New York

Mr. Clarence Steele was born November 29, 1888 in Elba, N.Y.
The following interview was conducted by John Munger,

East Barre Road, Barre Center, New York on
January 12, 1978.
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Gdteele 1

And when was that Jlarence

In 1388.

And the month °

Hovember 23.

Phen from, you moved from Llba to Barre 7

In 1300.

Wwhat was Barre like then 7

ijell 3arre - — = winen you got through the swamp when we moved with the
stock and all. There was no iumproved drive ways, improved roads at
all. It was a log road way across the swamp., That's through new 8.
That's through what's new 38, from Juaker Hill north coming into Barre.
Yeah.

A log road then. It was kind of bumpy wasn't it 2

It was to. Yep. sell it was worn down. Of course they kept a good
gravel on it but it was worn down 50 you Wit the bumps quite olften.
Did you move right up to where you live now %

No. Ve moved over khe to the farm in well it was between the Delano-
3teele Road. It was a - - - a lady in Batavia that owned the farm, I
can't recall her name right now. And the first thing they had to do
was build a new barn. They had @ cow barn there that was made of logs
and marsh hay on top of it. That's where they kept the cows when we
sgme there. Well in 1900 we built a new barn - - 93 feet long.

Well was that a regular barn raising like I've heard tell about %

Oh yeah.

The men with the pike poles and - -

Phat's right, yeah.

33 feet long, that'd call for an awiul lot of men to 1ift of one side
of that wouldn't it 7

That was guite a project. ienry Celson was the boss m=xm carpenter,
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and I can remember when they had the plates on it. They had a young

fellow that was working with him, tool a run router round the plate,
from one corner to the round right on the plate. He was a little dare
devil.,

Gee, that would only be about 3 inches wide wouldn't 1t 7

That's right.

That's more than I'd do.

I know it. I can't thinkt of that fellows name right now. He was, Will
H3¥3;§ was working with him at the same time,

Will Hare 7

Yep. Jut this, Joey something - - I can't think of his last name.
But he was 2 pretty nimble chap and went around that place, went clear
ground it.

iell how long would it take tuo vut the barn up? I assume it was all
framed and laying on the ground.

That's right.

And then how long would it actually take to put the barn up 7

Well they had the raising of the barn. They would get a gang together

and they put up the frame work. They raised each end and then they put
up the sides, Frame work. At that time they would get, when they put ug
a barn, they would have a gang of volunteer farmers that would come in
and help. They have pike poles, different ones would hold up the

frame work until they ~et a carpenter up there and then they - - - this
was a gamble roof barn - - - and they put & man up on top. But before
they put it up they have to get that gamble part all prepared on the
sround. iell I think that takes care ol the raising of the barn. Had

to put up a silo after that, which was another project. One of the

things that we were interested in was the Luck land cause we had 50 acre:
s o i3

of muck land on it and there had been gquite a lot of discussion. Ve wen
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to meetings in South Darre at Ghat time and there was nuite a
controversy about whexther the quel land should be drained or not.

There were people that thought that i{ the mucl: land was drained that the
people around irn the neighborhood would be short of water. Their wells
would go dry. osut that was discouraged as being rather poor thought and
go they did the - -~ Farms Gompany, & big organization that bought up a
1ot of zcres of muck. And then they forced through a drainage project
that started way up 2t the Transit and went down to what they called

The Feeder to the west. and we were incorporated in that area and so we

just simply drained into the, one of the lateral ditches and we had our

9ECK drained.

The Farm Company, was that the Futnum Lompany ?

Yeahs Y€De

And it drained into the west - - -

T+ was built to the west and they had &2 - - -

Where abouts in the west ¥

It went up to about to the Indian Falls ldoad. They used to tell about
that it couldn't be drained because there was o feeder up there that had
a lot of rock on it and they had to lower it. And they finally got
through & regulation where they could have that blasted out and then the;
zot the water to flow through and go into the Tonawanda Creek, I think i
is, 3o that was 1313 when the muelk land was started to be drained. And
the main canal was dug, it was dug at that time and they had the sub-mai
that led into it and in some cases the farmer nad te a certain amount of
drainagse to get into those sub-mains and there on into the main. But it
was well worth 1it.

Well that was all hand work then wasn't it ?

iell they had power, the main diteh was o big dredge that there was &

floating dredge. 4nd tiien they nad the shovels for the sub-mains, they
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used & shovel type of =z dredge.
This wopld be a steam nowered ¥

I think it was gas - - I don't inow gas or steam, I don't know which, I.
think it was gas.

Oh the main, that would be the one that goes down by the - - what's now
White City, would that be the main diteh that you're talking about ?

It goes right acrass the — - well it's down at - - - White City you say %
white City.

Well that garage that,right there is where the main ditch goes right down
through and goes to the west.

All right.

But the White City is farther up the hill.

All right. I've got that fixed in mind now.

1 see,

iell to get those trees out and the brush out that was on the muck

you couldn't burn it of course; did you have to pull it out with =2 team
iell I know that I was one of the fellows bthat went ahead and we have to
cut a swath down through the under brush and trees so that the dredge
could come down through zumag ond make the ditch. 4And I think there was

some burning done but it had to be very careful and see that all the fires

were out because it would get into the muck and burn the muck, which was

a very serious thing. And the drainage was in 1913. And at that time
we had owned our farm, Father had bought this farm and we started in

breaking up a little muck. and eventually, as I took over, we had 50
acres of tilled muck. And we grew, our main crop in those early years

was lettuce and it was hauvled to Lhe Zlba Jbtation. e used to start in

with, we used to sell it by, express it in sipall guantities. That was

too expensiwve., (ell then in '21 we organized a GFenesee-0Orlieans

Vegetable Growers Association and we had o nanager and had a receiver in

every city that was worth while and he would load these cars with lettuce
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and shin it out. il it was a very pood deal ot that time, with the

lettuce. But as time went on the Ice-lerg Letiuce begin to erowd out the
Boston Lettuce. COurs was the Uoston Lettuce. It didn't hold up as good
as the Ice-Serg. The Ice-DBersg was shipped in from the sest and packed in

ice, e used to hold ours, some of it, down here in the dcme Storage for

awhile. But you couldn't hold it too long, it wasn't a firm a lettuce,

i Where would the Acme storage be 7
) That was on the east end up there - - — it's a storage, a cold storage, I

was trying of who was operating it at thal time.

i WWould that be in Albion ¥

3 Oh yeazh, yeah. Ihey used that storasze more than they did the storage up
west.

I Well that muck starting in 1913 has gotten to be over 5000 acres now I

think it 4ig. That's & lot of mucle.

S That's right.
i 50 acres at a time. That Genesee-0Orleans Cooperative, that's atill in

=)

business, ig it not *

) I think it is, yes. But the move of the letbuce has gone way down.
Because the Ice-Burg Lettuee has crowded out our demand for the Boston
Letsuce. Ours was a softer letituce and it wouldn't stand the packing
with the ice has well as the Ice-Burg.

1 vell then you switched to onions 7

5 Then we went into onions and putatgﬁy. Onions was a very good deal and
potatoes was very good.

il Well 4o harvest the onions and the potatoes did you have migrant or
transient labor then ¥

3 Yeg we had to have plenty of it. They had 2 lahok camp over there at the
Point and we used to get labor over there.

THE(FAIAE (WAL (WHEXE (X

il The Foint was where ¥
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Jell you itnow where the Foint is. You climb up the hill there as you're

going upy from 0ld 38 and the Farms Company, a8 you call it the Putmun,

up that road to the east is a labor camp. And you cauld order about sa

many men you thought you could use for the season and had a set figure

as what you pay them. uf course it was guite interesting to see that yo

get all the help you needed and most usuzlly they give them a #mmxx bonus

to get more men or stay with them at least.

AKELE ere these men Tfrom the zouth 7

South, that's right. Yep.

WJell I think Howcliffe has his Greenhouseg there now in one of those

buildings and some of those smzller houses right along 01ld 38 are regula:

homes now,

Yeah,

That's quite a change isn't it 7

Oh yes. That's right. Yes we sfopped in txkexXR there here a few years
there

ago and the Greenhousecs, we golb o few different things at the greenhouse

and remarked how much change there was. There used to be a houses in th

where they, well different people that worked with the Tarms Company had

one of those small houses there at the FPoint, as we call it.

iell while you're invglved in all of this, you're also involved with the

Grange weren't you 7

Yes,

iell tell me about that from the begining. I've heard the story before

but now is the time to put it all on record,

#ell I think iy father was instrumental in organizging this Grange. He en

his mother was members of the ulba Grange and when they moved over here
R e

Barre why he was interested. Of course there is a little link there
that I've heard him tell about it. That they had a very small Grange

down to South Sarre.
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South Sarre is over by the 8heelar road ¥
That's right. Jouth sarre Corners. They had the Bgange there but alter
a few years it became extinet. 4And then, as I say, Tather was quite
instrumental in getting this Grange organized and he became a Deputy
and went around and organized other Uranges.
Lets start with the Grange in Barre, where did that firat meet ?
The Grange in Barre, that was right on the - = = dovin by the — = - at the
end of Delano load znd 0ld 38. In that corner in there. Course it's all
disappeared now. Lut I've heard him tell cbou that they had a small
hall and they didn't have they didn't have a dining room to the pliace at
all but they had a hall that the lower part of it was a place where they
would come and hiteh the horses. It was all horse drawn vehicles at the:
time. Bub that Grange, as I can remember Ffather telling about it, becam
extiget and just what year 1 don't know but then they wxm were instrumen
in orgenizing this Grange here at darre Center.
‘here did that first meet in Darre Center ?
I+ met in Culver's Hall the first time.
Culver's Hall, where is Culver's iall or what it is it now 2
7ell that is where — — - what is the outfit that's down there now %
That'd be Bentley's 7-
That's Bentley's, yeah.

Upstairs in Bentley's store building then 7

And then they came to — - - there was 4 hall, now that was in the place
where the present Grange Hall - - - 1t was c,lled the Sem XK Tent
Juilding. Agd 1t was amall, a small hall, and in fact it used to be

previous to that, it used to be, I used to go a Good Temperence leeting

there before the Grange moved up there.

fell let's hold off on the Grange for o minute. The Good Termwpers
VP I e WEL
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what was that ?

dell the Good Tenperence was an effort to lkeep people from drinking
intoxicating ligquors.

Did they heve evangelictic mectings there too ¥

What kind ?

Evangelistic or religious foo ¥

lio,

Just amxk= anti-alcohol.

That's right.

Then what did the Grange go to from there 7

Well the Culver Srothers bought this hull. To begin with Jackson Rice

tooic it over after - - — they was renting it. Jackson idice rented this

hall, the Sam Tent Building, really where the present Grange Hall stands

now. And the Culver LOrothers were running a store also down where

Hesbitts are now.

The automoblile agency.

No, no. GCulver Srothers - - - well the liesbitt down there is farther
down. oDut I was trying to think of the name of the place that people ths
was in there — - - - Qulvers owned the hall - - - the Grange was organize
at that Grange hall. At Culvers Hall., And then they moved up to this

Sam Tent building and Gulvers - - - Jackson udice rented the building for

g store.smss
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Now we're baclk to the lease and Uulwver Crothers aoAalin.
Yeah. Jell the lease that Culver Jrothers had in the hall. Jackson Hice
was operating it. That was the building on the, where the Grange Hall
stands now. It was & store, Jackson hice was operating it as a store.
But Culver Erothers knew about the lease that they had to have it and whe:
the lease ran out they took it over and it forced Jackson Rice to build a
nevi hall. That's whnen the hall was built over here because they didn't he
any place then after Culver Brothers toolk over that lease and Jackson Hice
built this new hall.
The new hall is where now 7 Jhere the grange is now 7
Yeah.
They built the new hall 7
That was where the - - the one that dice's did have and they had to move
when Culvers took it over und then so iice's, Jackson dice had to build
the new hall over on the east side,
Oh, on the east side now where ig thal, where the grocery store is now 7
That's where it ig right now. Yeah.
And the Grange met in the new building then ?
And then the Grange bought this building and I eall it the Sam Tent
suilding, that Culvers really owned it, that is they had possession of it
and the Grange bought it and the farmers vent zkkw shead and did a2 lot of
extra work to build it up and pubt a basement under it and they had teams
and excavating that would - - = they pubt o basenent in it.
The excavation, would that be with 2 hand bucket ¥
Well the farmers had teams, they used teams there and one of these dump
serappers to help to clean gut the dirt.
The team pulled the scrapper and the fumers mot in the back end and

pointed down until thoy 0t a load and then the team pulled it out ¥
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Steele 10
That was g lot of sweaty work.
That's right. But the farmers pitched in on that and they did most of th
work themselves. And then they, they had a committee of building the

hall, the Grange iHall., I remember Lerrrit UaTTern was mne—af ke,

Father was one and .Lerritt Wolfen was angiher fellow,

llerritt Wolfham 7

llerritt Wolfham. There was 2 .olfham boys. Well I guess there was

3. iWayne Wolfham, lierritt and then I think they had an older brother.
But kerritt was on this committee with “uther in building the new hall.
This was about when 7

Well sbout 1916.

1316.

Yeah.

Then your father helped organize other Granges 7

That's right, he was mapde a Deputy ond he went around and helped to
organdze other uranges.

where would some of these other Uranges be, would you remember that 7
Wiell there was one in Clarendon and I think the Knowlesville Grange

and there was a Grange over west here somewheres.

Well in those years in the urange did they do a 1ot of cooperative
buying for the farmers 7

They did, yeah, yeah. That was one of the purposes, they had a committee
for - - & purchasing agent buying fertilizer and grass seeds,

dell these coumittecs and the ecooperative buying, is that what eventuall
became G. Le Fo 7

No. ell I say, the G.L.I., that was the Urange League Federatiomn.

r——

That was & — — - they took the name, I think probably there was stock

that was built up but it was called the G.L.H. The Grange and the

Diarynan's Leapue and the Farm Dureay - - - G.L.7.

AT, e
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You mentione & the diarymen's League, did you ever milk cows and ship

to the Diarymen's Leagge Y Ur are you =1l muck %

lio we didn't send them to the Jiaryacn's league.We had a few cows and ﬁé
took it over to the cheese Tactory. Tool our millk over to the Cheese
Factory.

Over there in Clarendon 7

Yeah.

dell I'm zoing to talk to llerb keople =zbout the Cheese Factory so I get
more of the details from him on that.

1 see.

Were there any zgreat storms back in those dayes that you can remember and

what was it like getiing around in the winter time 7

Hothing like the '77.

You nad @ big pile of snow here in front of the house in 'IT7T I remember.
Oh yes. yeah, yezh. hy I don't think we had as hard winters, as much
snow amd so forth as we've had here in '77, no where near as much.

iJell how sbout the soeial life of the irange, can you tell me something

about that 7

That was a, you might call it sort of & social organization. iihile they
did have a purchasing ﬁgent and they did a certain amount of business, #l
would meet every two weeks and they had a Literary Frogram and had what
they called a Lecture that had 2 prepared Literary rrogram that incompas:
a good many of the members furnished the talent.

Well then there was the dances too wasn't there ¥

And they had a dance committee and they had dances during the winter,
4ell let's go on to a little different thing. Of course the '30s there

was rrohibition, what was Irohibition like in the Town of Barre then ¢

Prohibition developed in there, somewheres along in there and there were

those, of course that was nuite upset aboud it. 4And they couldn't get a
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license till they finally zot in to where they begin to sell 1t at the
grocery stores, if I remember right.

Getting a little later along the line. In the - - = 1333 or 1334 there,
was a real hard Treeze did that hurt your farming any at that time ?

Yes we had some bad freezes on the muck and I presume it was in that area
We had onion crops that - - = where it was o dry area it froze them right
off, it froze the onions right off but il it was a low area why they
survived, some of them. and it cut the potatoes down pretty bad. They
1aokeﬁ)aftar the sun came outizzﬁiﬁﬁaﬁs~li:e they were all going to be
dead$ they all turned black. sl they were big, standing up here two
feet high. But it didn't result in really spoiling the crodp entirely.

It took all the leaves off the notato vine and killed some of the stalksJI
but not too much.

Jell that would be a freczme during the growing season or towards the end
of it but I was thinking of the resl hard ireeze the year that Lake
Ontario Troze over and all the peach orchards went. Or don't you
remember that one 7

-

well that wopld be later in the year

=

In the winter time.

Ohie :

Something like 20 below Tor a weel in a Iow.

qell of course that didn't have too much bearing on the muck land because
they didn't have zny crops in nof that time of the year.

dhat did you do for (ubtings and gxcursinns? pid you ever take an excursi

on the Trolley car to Lockport or LDuirfalo or lochester ¥

The Grange took an excursion and went to Jrystal Geach one time on the
Trolley.

i

3

How lonzg & trip would that hove been ITom here

The young psople ol the Grange taolr the trolley down here to Albion and
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went to Urystal Leach. Iow I don't lmow wheXther we was able to £o right
to Crystal Deach with the Trolley or not kut we started out with it and
come back with it; wheXther we had to transfer I don't remember about.,
the circumstances. b that was one of the things that in the Grange

they had a Parent Grange and they had what they called a Young Feople's

Grange. And the Young feople's Urange would take on activities that

didn't really comprime the rarent Grange. In Tact they had a Young
Ieople's Grange that they had their Lasters und Overseers and it had the
get up of a2 regular sranse.

Did you ever zet involved drilling for Latural Gas 7

Ho. datiural Gas ¥

Yes. How let's o bael: o lititle bit. Can you tell me anything

chout the Viater Cure in oouth Barre 7

vell I remember there wnsagreat big building over there with a lot of
rooms and they supposedily had & - = Sowe waser over there that was
supposed to be 4 Jater Cure for people that was in poor health. And
peonle would go there and stay there souetimes and drink and bathe in
this water. And I don't lnow vheMther it - - — myself, I remember my
brother and I ridins over there on bikes when we was up on the farm.
sent over there and saw them over there - - - but we didn't
zet inside of the building but it did have a number of rooms 1n it and
people would come there fipuring bto imvrove their health by using that
water.

This would be about when ¥

Ch that must have been in the late '20s I would Ehink.

That building disappeared in an awful hurry didn't 1% 7

Yeah.

That was over by the corney of the osheclar noad, is that right ?

Yeah, it was just west of the sheelar'as.
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How did the WPA effeet Orleans County % The old Works lI'rogress
Adnministration.

ihy they had an effort to employ, I guess, people that they couldn't, = -
didn't have any work and I remember up on this road where we used to live
they had a oang come in there and cut the Ience rows down. I zuess that
was the orgzanization in whiech they had that help.

How did iiorld Jar I effect the farmers out here 7

jell I don't remember too much tbout the Jorld War I. I was on the

Draft Board in .orld Jar Il.

nverynody
Well that was qguite an aﬂventurertrying to get out of the war and you

sayingfﬂo!ﬁo any how.”

Yeah, you had to classify the people, what the circumstances were, wheit:
they should serve or not or wheXther they had dependents that were
actually dependentx upon the person.

Uo you remember the 0ld Hlue ioon on bhe .ast Larre Hoad %

The old what ¥

Blue lioon, the dance hall 7

Oh yeah.

Can you tell me anything about that 7

Jell as I understeod it there was two different units put together and
finally they had dances in it and so forth and finally they - - - it was
separated and the - - - lorm anderson ond Bill liorton, not Bill but
Harold lorton — — — each one had a unit of it and that's what they live
in today.

Harold told me when they ecut that apart the last time they ran a saw
throuzh there they hit a nail ond when they pulled the two parts apart
they split right down the middle of thatl nail. +ell they each got half,
exactly half.

7ell I supposed that must have been more or less of a unit, separate uni
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that was put together when bthey book Bhew apnrt bub maybe they wasn't.
How abgut the Plour and Grist .ille at that time. Jas there a famx Flour
1iill here in Barre 7 |
llo. There was pne over in - - — on 0ld 23. I think it was the - - - notl
the Sheelars but they had a grist mill over there. Ve used to take small
grist and go over there on JU.

Jumping back a bit, bthese Filte zoles that you put the barns up with. Hov
were those made 7

Well they were a long pole with a spilte on the end of it. That's all I
can say and they put up the frame vwork =R of = barn why they would lay
down the end Trame you might say and then, that belng all fastened
together, they had a barn raising ond they wopld raise that barn up - -
reise that frame up and have O or 10 fellows with those pike poles, and
raise it up and put it up in shape.

That sounds also, & biz party like that - - = something like a thrashin,
bee. 0id you ever go around with a thrasher ¥

o I never did. T remember when thoy -ut the barn up, you speaking
about thrashing, this (i1l lare, I think he was a thrasher. And he used

to work for — — - as a carpenter for belson when they put up our barn.

How abput any big fires in 3Barre 7 .

4ell the worst fire I guess they ever had was the10anning Factc{y, which
burned down.

inen was that 7

iell I would say maybe it was sround '26. Thab'a a guess, I really cen'
pin point it.

jell with no Tire compmnies whot 4id you do for water ? Or just let it

burn 7
Jell they hauled water the best they could but it burned dovn.

Jhat would the Canning Factory have canned at that time ¥
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Dale's was running it at that time and they wopld can - - - they were
canning cucumbers, canning tomatoes.
And that's azbeut it. igvw how cbout the churches. what can you tell e

about the ch.rches here 7 There have been just the 2 churches in Barre,

the Fresbyterian here and the (cethodist over in dest Barre 7 Or was

there more 7

Yes, to my knowledge that's all there was.
what did you do for fun in school 7 You went to school lLiere in Barre
Center 7

Ho I didn't go to school here in Barre Center. I went to Albion school
after Sputh Barre school I went down to Albion school and what we called
the Furgitory - - = Irenaritory %o geb inte high school and I didn't get

along too fast. Frembmemr—=———= I Togliimyr—tn
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This is the bthird side of a tape wi L.1. Clarence Steele on the kain
road in Darre Center. .
Clarence, when we left off we were going to talk about schools, startin
back in Genesee County in Llba.

Oh in Genesee¢ County. o wenl te 2 digferenl distriet schools in
Genesee County before we moved over here in Orleans Coynty. Then we
went to & distriet school down in South EBarre,

How where was that District oschool then 7

Well the Sputh Barre school wza 2 stone school,

That's the corner of Culver lload and 0ld 398 7

The corner of the Uelano Hoad and (0ld 33, yes.

That's where I think Bud lngle lives now,

That's right.

Anything particular about that School when you got to Harre 7

And we went from there down to Albion school and they didn't have the

Acadeny School built at that time und we had to have classes in various

places in Albion. One of the laces was in the American Legion Buildin

—=

The pne they'rse now using 7

It's what the American Legion building is now.

Across from the jail.

And I think we had some of the clasces in some of the Town Buildings
there.

dell how did you get from Barre to school ? Take a carriage or put - -

Oh we had to walk, it was & little over o mile. e had to walk to
school down and baci,
From here to Albion 7

Oh you mean - — - I thought you meant from where we lived to the South
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e used to drive our own tronsportallon. Jﬁ?ﬁﬁ# horse in the Drive 3Zarn.

Then you just tethered him when you gsot to school until classes were over
Then we drove back home.

This would be one of the regular work horses that you rode bare-back ?
Jell no we had one horse that was more of u road horse pnd we used to
drive this horse to school. e had to get up in the morning early and dc
our farm work befareffd;cnt to sehool and then zet home early and so some
more farm work.

inat kind of subjects did you tmlke in schiool when you finally got to

albion ¥

When we got to albion why - - as I say taey didn't have the Academy
schopl so we go to school there and ve went Lo various plauces in Albion
far different classes. american Legion was one of them.

Jnzt d4id you study there ¥ You already knew how to read and write befor
you got there, did you study history ¥

It was the begimming of the high school. I had high school subjects
when I went to alblond

Like chemistry, physics and bhas type of thing ¥

one of the things that I hated the wost was incient History.

Anecient History, ILatin %
I didn't take Latin,

How zbout Greell ¥

Ho, I didn't tale thost lan.uages.

L]
'_..

ihat other kinds of asges did you have ¥
Jell T h=d liathematics course ond that was one ol the things I liked;

spelling and ZSnglish. nd we had an Agricultural class.
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Agricultural class, Go learn whal jou alrendy were doing at home 7

dell it was supposedily o benelis to us. Je learned something about it.
Well I think at thalt time therc probably teaching about crop rotations
that was sometning new wasn't it ¥

Yes, in faet along with schooling I went down to Cornell for a winter

course and took Agriculture and that had to do with a litile advanced
farming.

This would be abgut what year ¥

That was in 1301 and 2.

You were pretty young to be going away, all the way to Cornell for
schooling then weren't you 7

well it was a winter course.

Phat wad a long vways oway from home.

Yeah.

0id you get back for chrisimas that year 7

Yep. ™

ihat was Chyistmas like 7

dell it was sretty mood I thought. I was pretly lucky to gZet home.
Pretty zlad to zet home. bub went bacl: afterwards. There was 4 of us
fellows the: went togébher. tendell Fhillips was one that went.
Jendell Fhillips, he used to be Town Clerk over here.

That's right. and then there was Stanley Iymsizx Snyder down on the
Transit.

I &know Stanley.

Earakit and Harold sayder,

d#hen you got back for Christmas 1id you have o regular tree like we do
now %

Jell the first Christmas tree w¢ had was when our first child was born

after it got 2 or 3 years old, oy brother Bwought down a Christmas tree.
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and that was the Tirst Christnas tree that was ever in our home.
Bl Jid you have the cancle holders and fthe little candles on it 7
o5 It
g Ho lights. Uid you have it decornted vith home-made ornaments and

popcorn and that tyne of thin~ 7

3 I think they did. In faet my brother, s I say, he was instrumental at
that time. OQur oldest child, the only one that was born at that time,
was - - he thought needed a Jhristmos tree and he came put and he
vorked there in Buffalo and gne of the clerks that worked with him giwve
him guite a few ideas about o Christmas tree, And he bLrought 'em out

and we decorated the tree.

K This would be about when 7

3 dell let's see - - she was born in '21 and she was probably 7 or 8 years
old.

4l That would be '28 or '23. dhen did they first bring ﬂﬂi}_tﬂ you out

here an the Star ioute 7

a The first what %

it hail.

3 Oh.

B On the old Star Routné.

5 Well I remember the rural delivery., We had rural delivery when we was
in Genesee County. hen I lived up on the farm.

B They came every day like they do nowl

S feah.

M And you sxuwm o¢ould send packaoges boel: with the llail-man 7

3 That's right.

M Did you ever order from lontpomery .ard or sears Roebuck at that time ?

3 de did yes.
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Oh some not too much.
idhen did eleckricity first come out here ¥

Jell here — - I was soing to say, on the farm my dad got a home plant and

. A i - 2 #
manufactured electricity and had a storaze for it. Tause we had

electricity there, @ home plant. A gencrater. Jell in here - = =

How 4id you run the generaior

Gasoline engine.

o wind-mills %

Then we came here.

dere being where you live now in darre Uenter 7

Yesh., e didn't come here from south Sarre, we moved over to the other
side of the churech. and 1 don't think they had electricity then there.
And that was in 1913.

ihen in general did they take the electricial wires down the roads and
wire each farm house ? That wasn't too long ago was it 7

When did they talte them down ¥

ihen they did come down the road with electricial wires and plug in each
house znd wire each house individually ¥

Jell I thinic this house was wired. Iy father-in-law lived here. Ve
bought this place from my father-in-law and they had just put in
electricity I believe and that was in '23.

Well now that you had electricity in '29, radios were beginning to come.
Can you tell me something about the old radics 7

Yesh we had a radio ind I can remenber particularly how a neighbor over
here, warren Stoney, used To come over dnd we used to fish around on
that radio and see how many different stations we could get.

ihat was the farthest station away, can you remember that 7

Seens like we got Deslipines, Towvia,

That's & .LGT,'.L_, "."'ff:'l:{ﬁ F 'LI]_L::j‘t WaS = eratal st %
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That was a, that was a table set.

Batteries 72

No I think they had electricity then. Got electricity here.

Wwell you had to use ear-phones then didn!t you ?

We used them some but we finally got so the volume was high enough we coul
hear it without. ,

ind then came TV. what do you think of TV now'?

Wwell I think it's quite important.
You enjoy it ?

Oh vyes.

1918 was the end of World war I and we also had a Flu Epidemic.. Can you

s

tell me anything about that ?

Well that was a very serious epidemic and a - - - we had an old doctor
that come up from Barre Center that used to come out to our place, we live
on the farm.

How aﬁout telephones, when did you first get telephones ? There used t
be an exchange here in Barre Center.

well the - - - we used to have a Home Telephone over on the farm. That ws:

the Independent Phone line.

when was that ?

Well we were married in 'l4 and we moved up here in '23 and 1t must have
been a -— - — - we had a sort of called Local Telephone with a good many or
the same line..

That the kind you cranked up and told the operator who you wanted to talk
We had to talk to the operator, yeah.

Do you remember anything about the Turn of The Century, New Year's Eve
in 1900 7 Was there any big celebration then ?

1900 ? I don't recall too much right now, no.

Just another year. How about the changes in agriculture, we want

to talk about that a little bit too,
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wWwell T was interested in agriculture, 1 was the only one of the boys, the
4 of us that turned out to be a farmer. and I was interested particularly
in the muck but we used to operate a 100 acre farm for awhile and we had "
some of the latest equipment. We had a cultivator on the high land where
you could cultivate 2 rows of corn at a time.

with the team 7

Yeah, yeah.

well how about the changes in agriculture since the way you did it to the
way they do it now ?

Wwell of course the - - we developed into the muck more and most of our
equipment at that time was muck eguipment. and we had a 2 row cultivator
with a tractor and we had to have lifters on the tractor to raise up the
vines on the potatoes which we grew quite a lot of. and at that time I
had a 3-wheel tractor that had rims on the sides. Had 3 wheels in front
and on the axle we could put a extra wheel on cach side of the axle so it
was still a 3 wheel tractor. That was used for gquite a while and then

we got into the Ford Tractor.

what kind was the first tractor you had ?

That was an old Chase Tractor.

Chase. Then you got iﬁtm Ford.

Then we got the Ford TracE?r. we had a spray outfit that was pretty

important.

That would have been made by the Sprayer up here in Middleport 7

well I think we got some of it, part of it there and then down here - =

Mannie Boyer built the bore on it so we had a longer boom on it and we

could spray quite a - - - — course we had a duster also. But when it was

awful dry —--—=—== whenn it was too wet you cpuldn't use ----= if you got a

drenching rain after you'd sprayed, very,quickly,why,it wasn't too
satisfactory and we used to use a duster. So we had both.

well what do think of the way they do it now with all this big eguipment
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Well I don't know's as 1'm familiar with it. Wheither they have
improvement on the dusting any spraying.

Well let's see I guess that's about all T can ask you about, Clarence.

Can you think of anything more you want to tell us about ?

Well as I say my interests were very strong toward the muck land and I
find I prented off the high land and eventually sold the high land and
worked the muck entirely and I broke up the most of it myself. 50 acres
of it was marsh land, some trees on it and broke that up and we used to do
real well out of lettuce. We had this Orleans County Vegetables Growers

—

Association over there that we had a manager that had contacts with the

receivers in the different cities and was able to do pretty well out of
lettuce. And they finally got into a - - - - the lettuce begun to peter
out because of the Ice-Burg Lettuce came along and it was a little firmer
lettuce and they crowded us out on the lettuce deal. And we got into
potatoes and some carrots - - but our big €rop I think was potatoes and
onions, after the lettuce petered out. And 1 was pretty well satisfied
with how we was getting along on the muck. Muck's better than it is today
they're having a lot of trouble these days. This last spring was so wet.
well if it isn't too wet it's too dry isn't it ?

If it isn't too wet it's too dry; well 1 was going to say also in the fal.
last year they lost a lot of potatoes, they rotted right in the ground.

Tarn that up a little bit, we got competition. { Unplug the vaccum ) G§§
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